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 Aim of Practice
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Micro-listening Skills

A. Distinguish /n/ and /ee/

B¢

A.

/a/ is pronounced by raising the fore part of the back tongue while /ze/ is
pronounced by raising the front part of the tongue.

Identify correct pronunciation of country names

Correct pronunciation of country names helps us get the right information about the
listening materials.

Macro-listening Skills

Leann o catch direction words while Listening

In everyday life, it is very common to ask a stranger for directions or show someone
the directions. When directions are given, they are often very detailed. Catching
direction words will make it easier for us to follow these details.

Quick nesponse to the names of countries

The names of the countries can be learnt better if we associate the spelling with the
pronunciation. Another tip is to group country names together by the
pronunciation similarity or the location on the map. Quick response to country
names requires not only memory but knowledge, so more drills are needed in this

respect.
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Cultural Notes

1 Traditional Chinese Holidays

While Chinese New Year may be China’s biggest traditional holiday, it isn’t the only one.
There are many Chinese holidays and festivals throughout the year. A complete list of the
traditional holidays are Laba Festival (Rice Porridge Festival), Lantern Festival, Qingming
Festival (Tomb Sweeping Day), Dragon Boat Festival, Double Seventh Festival, Mid-
autumn Festival, Double Ninth Festival. According to Chinese historians, some of the
major festivals took shape as far back as during the Qin Dynasty (221—206 BC). In the
prosperous Tang Dynasty (618—907); the festivals became more entertaining and

associated with folklore rather than with taboo and primitive sacrifice.
2 Customs About Good Luck

While preparing for the coming festival, people sweep their house clean of any bad
luck and preparing for new good luck to come. Then they decorate their homes with
red lanterns, red paper-cuts and other red ornaments because red is considered a lucky
color. On New Year’s Eve, when family members gather together preparing Jiaozi
(dumplings), it is common to hide a coin or Chinese date in some of them. Whoever
gets these dumplings will supposedly have good luck in the coming year. Throughout
the New Year’s season, certain foods like fish, bean curd and chicken are served
because they symbolize abundance and good fortune. Besides preparing special dishes,
tangerines and oranges are often passed out to children and guests, as they symbolize
wealth and good luck. Moreover, lion dancing are performed because the lion is
believed to be able to dispel evil and bring good luck.

Teaching Tips

Part |

Section A
Focal points: Distinguish /a/ and /ee/.



Section B
Focal points: 1. Call learners’ attention to the correct spelling of names of languages,
nationalities and countries.
2. Be familiar with the way to show directions.

3. Pay special attention to words of direction.
Part I

Section A
Focal points: 1. Attend to the identification and pronunciation of some numbers.
2. Explain how to grasp the key words while listening to dialogues.
Section B
Focal points: 1. Recall the dynasties in ancient China: Xia, Shang, Zhou, Han.
2. Further practice of numbers.
3. Review the usage of dates, e.g. the 12th of February.
4. If possible, explain the following words and phrases:

ancient G iy ¢ legend &1}, oracle bones H1

event Jif 3l promote {i¢ i# staff 2KHH 5

communities X attendance i confirm #fiA
& Part [[

Section A
Focal points: 1. Get to know the English translation of some Chinese words and phrases like
Spring Festival travel season, Spring Festival Evening Gala.
2. Listen to the authentic English news broadcast.
Section B
Focal points: Further practice of listening and speaking.

Key and :Tapescript‘

& Part [ Micro-listening

Section A Sound Recognition
1: 2O CT2D" " (D LA B (5 A
@®C (DA BC 9A (10 B
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Tapescript:
1. (1) buck (2) cab  (3) mighty (4) anchor (5) dull
(6) manner (7) gum (8) Sam (9) month  (10) suck ;
2, (1) /'kaltfo/ (2) /'stamok/  (3) /['wands/ A1) /'kampani/ (5) /blok/

Section B Statements and Conversations
1. (LC 2B 3A @GC BB

Tapescript:

(1) He is singing a Japanese song.

(2) We've done a lot of business in Hungary.

(3) He bought her mother a Swiss watch for her birthday.

(4) Mr. Blair is the former Prime Minister of Britain. ’
(5) Scandinavia refers to ‘Dyenm‘ark;; Norway, Sweden and lqélandf.

2. (LC @B BHC.@GDD B A

Tapescript:
(1) M: What is the date of the next Spring Festival?
W.: Hmm, let me check the calendar. The first day on the first lunar month . .. it

is the ninth of February next year.
Q: What is the date of the next Spring Festival?
(2) W: What'’s the symbolic meaning of the Spring Festival to Chinese?

M: It's a festival of family reunions and wishing everyone good fortune in the
coming year.

Q: What are they discussing?
(3) M: As the pace of life continues to quicken, people in the cities have taken up new
ways to celebrate the Sprmg Festival. o L
W: Yes, to travel during the New Year holidays is a fashlonable trend nowadays
Q: What is a fashionable trend nowadays? e
(4) W; Have you made your new-year resolutions, Jerry? e ,
M: Yes, I've just finished a list of them. Would you Iike me to. read iti te you? .
Q: What is Jerry going to do? Le L
(5) M; What is on stage durmg the Sprmg Fe$tival‘7 " A %




W: There are two Yue operas in Shanghai Grand Theatre and three Beljmg operas

in Shangha1 Grand Stage.’

3. (1) west (2) northern (3) southeast

Tapescript:
@) Just keep driving west, you re 20 minutes from the border

& Part  Macro-listening

Section A  Dialogues
Dialogue 1: A Gift for Children
(BB HZ) A (3) €. (C

Tapescript.
- Jenny: Hi, Chen, can you give me some advice?
~ Chen: Sure. What’s the problem?

Jenny: A friend with her son is coming to see me during the Spring Festival. I'm
- thinking of buying a present for him. But I don’t know what is proper for this
: special occasion.

Dialogue 2: The Lucky Color
AXFEEHE - G)YF (@ Fi(H 3% P

Tapescript:
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ornaments for spring festival ... thousands of kinds.
Lily: Yeah, how cute! And all of them are well-designed.
Flora: Why are they all in red? Red fish, red peanuts? Does it have any special
meaning?
Lily: Yes. Red is considered a lucky color during the Spring Festival. People believe
red may bring happiness and fortune in the new year.
Flora; Oh, I see. Now I know why people have decorated so many red lanterns in fhxs
o supermarket They "hope to ‘make : ’ -

Section B Passages
Passage 1: The Beginning of the Year in Ancient China

Dynasty the Beginning of the Year the Year to Establish
Xia month 1
Shang month 12
Zhou month 11
Qin (Qin Shi Huang) month 10 221 BC
Han (Emperor Wu) month 1 104 BC
Tapescript:

Which month marks the beginning of the year in ancient China? According to
legend, the beginning of the year began with month 1 during the Xia Dynasty, month
12 during the Shang Dynasty, and month 11 during the Zhou Dynasty. But months
were added after month 12 during both the ‘Shang Dynasty éccording to surviving
oracle bones and the Zhou Dynasty according to Sima Qian. The first Emperor of China
Qin Shi Huang changed the beginning of the year to ;nonth», 10 in 221 BC Whether the

Passage 2: The Chinese New Year Gala 2007
MB (220A 3B @WB B)C



Tapescript:
Dear all,

It is my great honor to invite you to the Chinese New Year Gala 2007. It’s
organized by the Sheffield Chinese Students’ and Scholars’ Association (CSSA
SHEFFIELD) . It will be held at the Culture Center in the University of Sheffield on the
12th of February, 2007. The event is aimed at promoting Chinese cultural awareness
and celebrating the traditional Chinese New Year. The Gala will include performances

such as the lxon dance live trad ’mmal Chmese mu51c, band performances, Beijmg

& Part [ Developing Skills

Section A News Broadcast

News ltem 1:
1. ( </ ) railway transport ( ~/ ) huge profits
( ) decrease ( /) 3.76 million
( ~/ ) Spring Festival travel season ( </ ) traffic tension
( «/ ) Beijing Railway Administration ( </ ) passenger trains

2. See the tapescript below.

Tapescript:
Railway transport in Beijing during China’s traditional Spring Festival has brought
in huge profits this year, due to an increase in the number of passengers./ More than

News ltem 2:
1. (LB (2B
2. See the tapescript below.




Tapescript:

Jin Yue from CCTV’s art center has been appointed Head Director for the 2007
Cﬁina Central Television Spring Festival Evening Gala. One of China’s most popular
mgl television events, the Evenmg Gala has become a Spring Festival tradition for
‘ ‘"p&rt’mﬂ'wshow forﬁive ‘imes,

Section B Leisure Time

Tapescript:
The Mid-autumn Festival
How long will the full moon appear?
Wine cup in hand, I ask the sky.
I do not know what time of the year
It would be tonight in the palace on high.
Riding the wind, there I would fly,
Yet I'm afraid the crystalline palace would be
Too high and cold for me.
I rise and dance, with my shadow 1 play.
On high as on earth, would it be as gay?

The moon goes round the mansions red
Through gauze-draped window soft to _shed.




'unll 2 My Spring Festival (2)

Aim of Practice

1 Micro-listening Skills

A. Distinguish /a/ and /a:/
/a/ is pronounced longer and with a wider mouth position.

B. Identify the pronunciation of difgerent countries and thein Language names
We should be aware of the differences in pronouncing the name of a country and the
name of its language.

 ; Macro-listening Skills

A. Leann to follow directions while Listening
People usually follow a logical order when they are giving directions. The logical
order is often hidden in some signal words such as “to begin with”, “secondly”,
“then”, “finally”. Being sensitive to these words helps us follow the directions more
easily.

B. Identify the names of countrnies and thein Languages
It’s generally easy for us to pronounce and spell the name of a language or
nationality if we know the name of the country. However, taking time to pair
them is still strongly advised because some of the language names don’t change
according to the rules. That one fails to know language names possibly sets
barriers to one’s listening comprehension.

WS Festial 2 -9~ @}
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Cultural Notes

1 Taboos in the Spring Festival

There are several things people should never do during the Spring Festival. People
shall never mention words related to “death”. Knives and scissors are advised not to be
used during the first three days of the festival. When people have fish as one of dishes,
it is usually a must that they leave some of the meat in the plate. In some families,
people believe that the rubbish should not be taken out of the house so they store it in
the corner of the room for the festival days. In some places, people don’t have their
hair cut during the celebrating period, and falling chopsticks when taking a meal is

considered bad luck in the new year.

2 The 12 Animal Signs

The rotating cycle of twelve animal signs was a folk method for naming the years in
traditional China. The 12 animal signs are Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake,
Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig (Boar). They are set in an established
order, and are repeated every twelve years. For example, 2007 is the year of the Pig,
2008 is the year of the Rat, and 2009 is the year of Ox. In Chinese tradition, it’s
believed people born under different signs of animals exhibit unique characters and

might have different fates.

Teaching Tips

6% Part |

Section A

Focal points: Distinguish /a/ and /a:/.

Section B

Focal points: 1. Review the correct spelling of names of languages, nationalities and
countries.

2. Identify sequence by grasping some transitional words.



