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Preface

Regional culture, part of the live fossil of a
nation's traditional culture, embodies national spirit
and people's wisdom. The exploration and research
on regional culture, especially the folk culture, is of
great significance for inheriting our nation's cultural
tradition and promoting the building of an advanced
culture.

Shandong is one of the cradles of Chinese
civilization. The famous Beixin Culture, Dawenkou
Culture and Longshan Culture, together with other
aged cultures, represented the dawn of Chinese nation's
progress. Since the Spring & Autumn Period (770—
476 B.C.), Qilu culture, with its broad and profound
content, has grown up to be a big tree in the rich
garden of Chinese culture, whose branches and roots
have spread all over seas of documents and histori—
cal records for millennia. Qilu folk life, simple and
vigorous, vividly reflects the peculiar glamour of

Chinese civilization and carries the lasting spirit of
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the nation, both in such spiritual forms as music,
dance, traditional Chinese operas, festivities, rituals
& ceremonies, and in such material forms as handicraft,
dress & adornment, foods & drinks, and civil dwellings.
Weathered through times, Qilu culture has been re—
juvenated to shine.

Qilu regional culture marks the cultural perspec—
tive of Qilu history, representing the creativity, hard
work and wisdom of generations. The exploration of
this rich heritage is necessary for Shandong to make
a leap from a culturally big to a culturally advanced
province, and it is also the need of building socialist
China culturally and the duty that Qilu people can—
not shirk.

It has taken two vyears for experts, scholars and
field }Workers of publicity and cultural circles of
Shandong to complete this 12—volume Shandong
Culture Series, covering handicraft, music, dance,
traditional Chinese operas, miscellaneous games, dress
& adornment, foods & drinks, civil dwellings, festivities,
rituals & ceremonies, historical figures, and places of
interest. Therefore, the work involves a serious re—

search and detailed illustration of Qilu regional culture,
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especially the folk culture, from ancient to modern
times.

Culture is the soul of national advancement. To
explore our traditional culture is to inherit and de—
velop it in better terms. As we proceed in building
a well—off society in an all-round way and promot—
ing a socialist modernization, it is our duty to make
more efforts to carry forward the great national
cultural heritage in building a "big and strong, rich
and beautiful" new Shandong and realizing China's

national renaissance.

Zhang Gaoli
July, 2004
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