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Abstract

As the proclamation signed in the First World Higher Education Convention
says, higher education is facing great challenges, and should be undergoing an
unprecedented reformation. The core content, as everyone knows, is the develop-
ment of the collegial curriculum. The book which is composed of 4 parts, taking
comprehensive university as an example, from the persf)ecﬁves of historical & re-
alistic, international & local, theoretical & factual, begins with the very curricu-
lum, exploring what challenges the collegial curriculum would face and reaction it
should take in the coming creative times.

Part One, including the Preface and Chapter One, is the theoretical research
of the book. The Preface announces the background, significance, content and
methods of the research. The Chapter One firstly reviews the three kinds of defi-
nitions in the development history of curriculum, which are subject, plan, aim
and experience. Secondly, it differentiates curriculum and teaching two closely
related definitions, defines the relation between curriculum and teaching even for-
mal schooling. Thirdly, the thesis analyses the practical meanings of different
curriculum definitions, states the authors preliminary recognition of curriculum.
After that, the thesis reviews the concerned viewpoints in China education aca-
demic community, deduces the meaning of collegial curriculum. At last, it sum-
marizes the elements of aim, content, implement and evaluation in the collegial
system. On the bases of that, the paper forms the frame of this research.

Chapter Two is Part Two, which is a comparative research. In this part, the
United States,

auchor chooses three important and representative countries
Germany and Japan as object, analyzing their curriculum development history.
By stating their realistic curriculum situations, we can find the common develo-
ping trend, which can be used as mirror to understand and recognize the curricu-
lum reform in the following chapter.

Chapter Three is Part Three, which is a realistic research. In this part, the

author firstly states the aim, method and scope of investigation. Then, on the ba-
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ses of Chapter Two, the author analyzes the basic information of the three com-
prehensive universities mentioned above, checking the realistic fact behind the
investigating questionnaire, and unveiling the existing problems——as to the
‘aim, the current curriculum attaches much attention to cognition, overlooking
process, method, human sensibility and values, the aim is too narrow and alien.
As to the contents, they have less novelty, human art training, and are short of
practical knowledge and basic methods. As to the arrangement of the content,
some basic relations haven’ t been adjusted, and the system and manner of
schooling are too inflexible. As to the implementation of the curriculum, there is
an urgent need to recognize the essence of the implementation of the curriculum,
to reanalyze and understand all the strongpoint and shortcoming of the methods.
As to the evaluation of curriculum, there is a warp between the quality and quan-
tity, and the evaluation itself, short of diversification, needs to be undergone a
makeup. All of this forms the base of Chapter Four, Five and Six.

Part Four consists of Chapter Four, Five and Six. This part, based on the
former three chapters, is the countermeasure research, trying to bring forward

suitable suggestion. Chapter Four firstly explains the contemporary common na-

ture the need of innovation from perspective views of social development,
knowledge evolution and human realization. Secondly, by annotating the concept
of innovation and its meaning in education, this chapter sets up the new curricu-
lum aim, which is to cultivate the creative human. At last, the chapter briefly
discusses the twin concepts such as subject & object, stabilization & risk — ness,
freedom & despotism, corporation & competition, fair & efficiency, name & mat-
ter, singleness & various — ness, persistence & development, close & openness.
Chapter Five, having reinvestigated the meaning of knowledge, retrospects the
new development of epistemology. Then it analyses three transitions of knowledge
characteristics, i. e. from insisting catholicity to emphasizing materiality, and co-
ordination of catholicity and materiality of knowledge, from attaching importance
to objectivity to giving prominence to subjectivity, and combination of objectivity
with subjectivity of knowledge, from emphasizing indifference to caring for value,
and crasis of indifference with value of knowledge. At last, according to epoch
transitions of knowledge characteristics and forenamed requirements of curriculum

goals, this chapter sums up the existing problems into nine principles, which can



Abstract 5

be used to choose and organize the curriculum content. The former part of Chap-
ter Six lists the functions of curriculum implementation. After having grasped the
nature, this part reconstructs the idea of curriculum implementation, and evalu-
ates the strongpoint and shortcoming of seven frequently used curriculum imple-
mentation methods. The later part of Chapter Six analyzes the curriculum evalua-

tion paradigm, content and the concrete forms and methods.
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