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Topic one Education

Part One: Dialogues

nDiangue 1 Chinese Education System

(Tom is a foreign English teacher. He meets a Chinese colleague, Wang, in his office.)

Wang:
Tom:

Wang:

Tom:
Wang:

Tom:

Tom:
Wang:

Tom:

I’'m glad that you’ve come to China to work with us.

Me too. Well; I’m just new here. Would you please tell me something about the Chinese
education? I'd like to have some knowledge about it before I’m going to work.

No problem. In China, the education is divided into three categories. They’re basic education,
higher education, and adult education.

Tell me more about it, please.

Basic education in China includes pre-school education, primary education and regular
secondary education. Pre-school, or kindergarten, can last up to three years, with children
entering as early as age three. Students get six-year primary education before they enter the
stage of secondary education which lasts about five or six years. Higher education at the
undergraduate level includes two-year or three-year junibr colleges, four-year colleges and
universities offering programs in both academic and vocational subjects. Many colleges and
universities also offer graduate programs leading to the master’s or Ph.D. degree.

Thank you very much. Also, [ would like to know something about adult education, which is
important for a big country like China, I suppose.

: Adult education in China consists of adult primary education, adult secondary education,

and adult higher education. Adult primary education includes Worker’s Primary Schools,
Peasants’ literacy classes, etc. Adult secondary education includes radio/TV specialized
secondary schools for staff and workers, in-service teacher training schools and corres-
pondence specialized schools. Aduit higher education includes radio/TV universities, cadre
institutes, correspondence colleges, and educational colleges.

Who invest the education in China?

We have the system with the government as the major investor and social partners as co-inv-
estors. As for social partners, they might be industrial organizations, businesses and public
institutions.

Well, talking about higher education in China, can most high school graduates be admitted

by a university?



Tom:

Wang:
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: No. I’m afraid only some of them can. But the number is still large. According to the 2006

education report by the Ministry of Education, about 5.3 million senior secondary school
graduates were enrolled into regular universities and advanced vocational colleges.

I see. By the way, how do Chinese students cover the cost of a college education?

It depends. Students from wealthy families may not need to work at all in their sparetime,
while those from working class families or from underdeveloped regions take part-time jobs as
sellers, tutors, etc, to cover their tuition.

In my country, part-time jobs are an important part of the college experience. I gained some
experience with a part-time job in the university library.

In China, college students don’t have to do that, even those from poor families, because
they can get financial aids from the government and universities to finish their education.
That’s nice. Thank you so much for the information. It’ll be very helpful to my new job.

Dialogue 2 Selecting Courses

(Student Natalie is a freshman. Robert is a senior. The two are in a computer room.)

Natalie :

Robert:
Natalie::
Robert:
Natalie :
Robert:

Natalie :
Robert:

Natalie:

Robert:

Natalie:

Robert:

Natalie:

Robert:

Natalie:
Robert:

Excuse me, could you give me some advice on how to select courses. I’'m new here.I really
don’t know how to make a start.

With pleasure. What’s your major?

English.

I figured as much. Do you know how many credits you need this semester?

35 credits all together. At least 28 have to be from the core courses.

Ok. (They look at the course list on the computer screen). It’s the list of compulsory courses
of your major open to freshmen. The remaining 7 credits are for elective courses.

Yes, but the trouble is what courses I should select as it’s my first semester.

I think for freshmen it’s better to select some courses that offer you the basic knowledge
and skills in your major, such as Comprehensive English, Listening, Speaking, Grammar, etc.
Sounds great. What I dream of is to work as an interpreter after I graduate. I also need to have
some other knowledge such as arts.

Well, here, how about Introduction to Western Music and Arts Appreciation?

OK, great! I'll take them. Then should I do?

You just click the button Yes. The greatest thing of selecting courses on the net is that you
can know the result in no time.

Hey, I get them registered. (Excited) It’s great fun, isn’t it? That’s my first time to register for
anything on the Internet. ‘

You see, computers and Internet do change our lives.

Thank you so much for your help. You have been very nice to me.

It’s my pleasure. Come to me anytime if you need more help. I know it’s a bit more difficult for

freshmen to get things started.
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Words and Expressions

[ kindergarten n.  44)L&E category n.  JimE
academic adj. 2R vocational adj. BV
literacy n. Hxftk, AF in-service adj. TEER
enroll v.  3EHL underdeveloped adj. K&iRMY
tuition n.  2egh compulsory adji. MERY., XEB
interpreter  n. OPETAEE appreciation n. g RRE
L click v.  did . H

Part Two: Related Questions with Suggested Answers

1. Which course do you think has benefited you most at university?

I think English has benefited me most. In English classes we learn not only words, grammar and
sentence structures but also English culture. By reading we get to know how English people live, what
they value and how they behave. Luckily, I have an English teacher who is knowledgeable, humorous
and patient. He has a positive method in teaching, encouraging students to answer questions and
praising students when they are motivated in learning. He often tells stories and jokes to amuse us. We
don’t feel frustrated even when we answer his questions incorrectly. He often says, “take your time. No
hurry. I think you can do it.” He also gives us assignments, which we do on the Internet. So English
learning at university is a quite rewarding experience for me. My skills in reading, listening, speaking and
writing have greatly improved. I am now more aware of the differences between English and the Chinese

cultures and I am more willing to communicate with people from another culture than before.
2. Would you like to go to work or continue your studies after graduation? Why?

Well, for me, I think, more education would be necessary. Undergraduate education just enables me
to learn some basic knowledge and skills in my major, which is not enough. Definitely I need a graduate
education and if possible I will work on a doctor’s program. To be competitive in the future, I need more
time to learn knowledge, to develop my interest, to improve my skills and to get myself more specialized

in my future profession.

3. Would you like to go to study abroad? Why?

Yes. I think if I am going to study abroad I can have chances to be taught by instructors from other
cultural backgrounds and to learn more knowledge in my field. With the knowledge I get abroad I can
develop my academic rigor and make my academic achievements, which is good for my future career.
can also experience a life from a different perspective, which might challenge my life and develop my
appreciation of diverse cultures. Moreover, I can expand my circle of friends and expose myself to parts

of the world that I have never imagined.
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4. Do you think a university education is essential to finding a good job? Why?

Yes, I think so. University education nowadays still remains one of the best ways for personal
development. In universities students learn the knowledge and develop the skills that are necessary for
successful employment. Generally speaking, with a better university education one can be more capable
of accomplishing his or her work. People may find that on the job markets graduate students have more
chances to get jobs than undergraduate students. Ph. D degree holders are in a better position to be
employed and are better paid. That is why more and more undergraduate students are ready to work on
a master’s program and more and more undergraduate students are ready to enter a doctor’s program.

5. Is it important to develop higher education in China? Why or why not?

Yes, definitely. Higher education is necessary for any country of the world. It is particularly important
for a country like China which has a large population. As China is trying to develop its economy, science
and national defense China needs more talents with a good knowledge of natural science, social science
and humanities. Higher education can give people such kind of knowledge and prepare people for
professional careers as doctors, engineers, lawyers, economists, managers and teachers, etc. Higher
education can also give people a better appreciation of such fields as art, literature, history and human
relations. Only do we have enough people with good higher education can we develop our science and

economy and make our country stronger and more competitive in the world.
6. Do you think it is good for young children to study abroad? Why?

In recent years, studying abroad is popular in our country. More and more middle school students
would like to go abroad through mediators. I think it is both good and bad to study abroad. On the one
hand, it has some advantages. Studying abroad can provide better studying conditions. Young students
can make rapid progress in their foreign language study and they can widen their vision and make new
friends. Meanwhile, they can learn advanced science and technology from foreign countries and exchange
cultures of different nations. On the other hand, it has some disadvantages. For example, because of the
lack of living experience and the poor capability of taking care of themselves, they may feel lonely,
homesick and frustrated. In addition, high living expenses and tuition fees will become a heavy burden
upon their parents.

So I think whether studying abroad or not should be decided according to one’s own circumstances.

It is no good to follow others.

7. Do you think it is a good idea for more and more universities to invite foreign

teachers to teach in Chinese universities? Why?

Yes, I think so. As China is getting more and more open to the outside world we need foreign
teachers to teach students foreign languages. First of all, native speakers of a foreign language have
advantages over non-native speakers when it comes to a foreign language teaching because they grow
up with the language they speak. The way they speak a foreign language is natural and idiomatic.
Secondly, we have foreign teachers in universities who teach Chinese students foreign cultures so that
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cross-culture communication is made easier. When these students study or work abroad they don’t

have so much culture shock and can get better adapted to the foreign environments.
8. Why do you think more and more graduates are coming back to China?

It is true that China has witnessed a rise in the number of students who completed their study
abroad and returned to China for their own careers. I think it is because the country’s rapid development
has created a good stage for these talented professionals and the government’s policies have made it
possible for a large number of students to return to China. Also in China a number of national research
funds, scholarship award programs have been set up to create a better environment for returned scholars
and elite talents to carry out research and open up businesses. China now needs a large number of
scholars and professional talents to develop its economy and to do scientific research and can provide
them with the living and working conditions that they need.

9. Do you think it is important to have a college education? Why or why not?

Yes, I think it is quite important for people to be educated in college. College education is one of the
best investments a person can make. It gives one knowledge and skills in accomplishing things and
provides one with opportunities for personal development, better career opportunities and a good
capacity for public service. More specifically, with a good college education one can qualify oneself for
better jobs, for more money and for a better life.

10. Do you think it is good for universities and colleges to increase their enroliment

of students now?

Yes, I think so. In recent years, China has increased its enroliment of college students so that more
high school graduates can have chances to study in universities. To me, enrollment expansion is beneficial
to our country and people. It stimulates domestic demands, increases economy of the scale and reduces
the gap between the strong desire for higher education and the limited access to it. But some people
begin to worry about the quality of the education with such a big enrollment. I think, colleges and
universities can have better staff, floor space, teaching and research facilities and equipment, student
accommodation and libraries with more money from the students who pay their tuition. As a result, the

teaching quality could be improved when colleges and universities get better developed.
11. Is it reasonable for college students to pay their tuition? Why or why not?

The tuition system has become one of the hottest topics in China since it was put into effect.
Different people have different opinions on it. I think it is reasonable for college students to pay their
tuition. As China is a developing country with the largest population in the world, the government is
unable to allocate enough funds to pay for various teaching facilities and many different kinds of expenses.
Many universities in China lack enough funds to develop themselves. One of the ways to solve the
problem is to let students pay their own tuition. The money raised in this way can be used to improve the
conditions for running schools so that more students can be enrolled to receive higher education.

However, others are opposed to the tuition system. They argue that the living standard of the
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Chinese people, especially of those in the poor rural areas, is still low, compared with that in the Western
World. The university tuition will certainly add to the already heavy burden of the parents, who live on
their salaries or wages. Moreover, tuition may become an obstacle to the development of China’s higher
education. This is because it hinders some talented people from entering the university just on account
of their poverty.

12. Have you ever thought of studying for a Ph.D in the future? Why or why not?

Yes. For me, the most important thing is to study harder and to learn more so that I can succeed in
becoming a graduate student in two years. During my future graduate studies, I think, my knowledge
and skill will be greatly improved. Even so, graduate education is not enough for my future. Getting a
PhD is a great idea for me because working on PhD program, I can enjoy an academic environment in
which I pursue further studies and have more intellectual challenges. With a PhD education, 1 will be
more competitive in job-hunting and in securing my future career because students with higher degrees
are more favored and valued.

13. Bill Gates did not even finish university. Do you think it is necessary to get a

university degree?

Bill Gates is the most successful entrepreneur in the American history. Every day, the products his
company has created are used by more than a billion people, especially young people who probably
have no idea about the role Mr. Gates and Microsoft play in their everyday life. How did he rise to
become the youngest multi-billionaire ever in the U.S.? What contributes to his success is definitely not
higher education. He did not have one. However, this does not mean that university education is not
necessary. On the contrary, for young people higher education is very important because it can give
them knowledge and skills that are needed in their careers such as doctors, engineers, lawyers, or

teachers. Also university education can help them enjoy richer and more meaningful lives.

14. What is your idea about Lifelong Learning?

It is true that college education gives a chance to learn and to experience new things. In addition to
some knowledge and skills needed in our major, the most important things we have learned, I think, are
a good method and the right attitude towards learning. So after graduation we are going to face the
changing and challenging world that demands new knowledge and skills. In today’s knowledge economy,
lifelong learning is almost a must. If we want to stay competitive in society and function well as members
of our communities, the best way is to keep on learning, trying to equip ourselves with the new knowledge

and new skills that are necessary at our workplace.
15. Do you think that students can learn more outside the classroom? Why or why
not ?

Yes. With the development of our society, the campus should not be an “Ivory Tower” any more.
It is necessary for college students to go outside and get to know the world. They are supposed to
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acquire knowledge not only from books but also from outside the classroom so that they adapt themselves
more quickly to the society after graduation. It will do them good if they take part-time jobs such as
tutoring, working in a company or doing some investigation in some factories or some villages.

Words and Expressions

( humorous adj. BRI motivated adj. AN %
academic rigor oy Ot L diverse adj. ZFEALRY
expose v. BE&E vision n. e, RA
frustrated adj. iR circumstances n.  4bEE . EIS
idiomatic adj. HiiBH cross-culture n. Bk
accomplish v.  SCRL enroliment n.  FHL
stimulate v.  Hili%, sEhb accommodation n.  {¥fj
allocate v. AR facility n. 2kt
obstacle n. [EE on account of Pheeeees JoFR
intellectual adj. B Hey, WA entrepreneur n.  {MEE

L multi-billionaire  n. FHES Ivory Tower S s

Part Three: Related Pictures with Suggested Descriptions

Picture One

In my opinion, university life is about learning things, enjoying
yourself and realizing your dreams. The class timetable in the
university is flexible, which gives students more free time. Even so
we are pretty busy all day long because we want more knowledge
and good scores which are important to us students. Every day we
attend classes and lectures by professors. We do assignments and
projects. In the evenings we stay in the library, reading books. For
most students their learning ambition is so high that they claim
their seats as soon as the library doors open. But many prefer to do

something more enjoyable such as playing Gu-Zheng, an ancient

My University Life

Chinese musical instrument. My roommate has one. She paid 500 Yuan for it, which was a big decision for
her, because her family’s financial situation is not so good. My friend earned all the money herseif by

tutoring junior students twice a week. She only spent five Yuan every day over three meals. After three

months, she realized her dream.
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As we students are getting older we can start making our own decisions. With this right comes
responsibility. Most of us take part-time jobs as tutors to earn some pocket money—a few capable
students will gain enough money to be self-sufficient. By teaching we realize the challenge of making a
living.

There are other exciting things going on at university. Love stories are an indispensable part of life
on campus. Though it may cause both happiness and bitter feelings, many can’t help looking for true
love. One of my best friends has had her heart broken twice. Maybe it’s partly her fault through picking
boyfriends by appearance, the way most people do. Love can make you blind to someone’s less pretty
sides. But my friend feels that it’s worth it to keep trying until she finds the right person. Those who
don’t want to find their prince or princess in college can devote their time to other things.

To me, it’s simple. Life on campus is about leaning and enjoying myself and about being part of a

group who work to achieve interesting and creative goals.

Picture Two Study Abroad

Studying abroad is one of the most
beneficial and life expanding experiences
that students can participate in during their
college years. It is a way for students to
study in a foreign country, perfect their
foreign language skills, meet new and
exciting people, learn about a different
culture, eat great ethnic cuisine, and learn
more about themselves.

In a foreign country you might find

_ yourself facing situations that are not
accepted in your culture, and have trouble getting accustomed to them. For example, relationships
between men and women, the informality of American life, political and religious attitudes, and the social
behavior of Americans may seem immoral or unacceptable to you. Take it as an opportunity to learn
about a new culture or religion. You can be flexible, open-minded and respectful to the new culture. If
somebody talks about sex in your class you should respond in a mature and sensible way instead of
showing a line of shock on your face. You have to accept the openness of the new culture and make a
place for yourself in it.

Also in universities outside of China, you can attend various lectures by professors with different
cultural backgrounds and learn professional knowledge with them. You can avail yourselves of good
equipment and facilities there to learn and to do your research. In an alien culture your vision will be

greatly widened.



