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UNIT ONE
TEXT

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Where did English come from? The obvious answer is:
England. However, in the past two thousand years very
many people came to England and changed the language.
Perhaps most of the language comes from the Anglo-Saxons
who came to England in the fifth to the seventh centuries.
But there are also Roman words from the time when Eng-
land was part of the Roman Empire: the ending-chester on
the name of an English town such as Colchester comes from
the Latin word castra and shows that there was a Roman
town there. The Vikings brought many words with them,
such as they and their. The Normans governed England for
many years and brought French words with them. Then the
English brought back many words from different countries
——*kangaroo from Australia, pyjamas from India, and
anorak from Canada.

But what is English now? It is no longer spoken just in
England and there are many different kinds of English in dif-
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ferent parts of the world. There are two main families of
Standard English, the American and the British. American
English is spoken in the USA and in Canada. British Eng-
lish is spoken in the West Indies, Britain, Australasia, and
Africa. However, many other parts of the vefoflél also use
English. In India English is an official language still and
there is a special kind of Indian English. In several African
countries,such as Nigeria and Ghana, English is spoken in
schools and colleges. In many sciences English is the lan-
guage of communication. There are about 300 million people
who speak English as a first language,and there are another
300 million who use it as a second language. So English is
now an international language and is useful to people who

never go to England.

New Words

Anglo-Saxon/ &plau- S H R A (AD)
'seeksan/ n. & a. .
Roman/ 'rouman/ n. mEGA
a. i % I E A
Latin/ 'letin/ n. & a. BT 3CHD
Viking /tvaikiy/ n. ALk
Norman/'no;man/ ». BEREA
govern/'gavan/ vt. to rule (a country,city,ect.
and its people) IG5 ; 163

kangaroo/ \kaegga'ru:/ n. £
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pyjamas/pa'd3a:maz/ n. (pl. DEEAX

anorak/'znarzk/ . CHEXIERD B 7R

West Indies/'indiz/». THED R 5

Nigeria/nai'dzioria/ n.- . JER=R NI

Australasia/ostra'leifjo/n. by DR

Ghana/'ga:na/ n. gL

communication 1. making(news ,opinions,
/koymjuni'keifon/ n. feelings ) known {& ik ; Bt

%% ;381 2. having social
dealings ; being connected

TE M B &
Notes (

. the Anglo-Saxons:

a group of the Germanic race of people who settled in
England before the Norman conquest.

. the Roman Empire:

the empire established in 27 B. C. and extinguished in
475. The term is also applied to the territories and do-
minions of the Roman Empire.

. the Vikings: ’

a race of Scadinavian people who attacked and sometimes
settled along the coasts of northern and western Europe
from the 8th to the 10th century.

. the Normans

natives of Normandy, a region in the northwest of

e 3



France.

5. the West Indies;
a chain of islands extending from the coast of Florida in
North America to that of Venezuela in South' America,
enclosing the Caribbean Sea. The islands were discovered
by Columbus in 1492 and named in the belief that he had
discovered India on the Asian Coast.

6. Australasia;
also known as Oceania when it refers to Australia, New

Zealand,and neighbouring islands in the South Pacific.
Exercises

Reading Aloud
I. Read the following sentences aloud.
1. Peter has seen Jeans these recent days.
We eat meat,peas,beans and cheese for meals.
Finish it,it isn’t difficult.
Will Smith bring his sister with him?
Well,let’s get everything ready.
Let’s get together when the weather gets better.

NP W

Jack has a hammer in his hand.

8. That fat man has a black hand-bag.
Understanding the Text
II. Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1. Roman words entered the English language because




a) the English and the Roman used to be the same

.- nation |

b) Latin was more influential

¢) England was once occupied by the Roman Em-
pire ;

d) the English people brought them back to Eng-
land

. A word that ends with -chester is

a) a name of a Roman town

b) a short form for Colchester

¢) a word that can replace castra

d) a thing of the past

. According to the text, the languages of

have lent words to English.

a) the Roman Empire and the Vikings

b) Australia and India

c) several African countries

d) both a and b

. Standard English refers to

a) English as an official language

b) British English,the origin of the language

c) British English and American English

d) British English, American English and Indian
English

. English 'is now an international language since



a) people don’t have to go to England to speak it
b) its native speakers amount to 300 million people
¢) there are 300 million people speaking it as a sec-
ond language.
d) all of the above
6. Which of the following is true? '
a) People who speak English never go to England.
b) People never go to England to speak English.
¢) People who speak English may not be those who
go to England. T
d) People who go to England never speak English.
7. We can infer from the text that it is possible for a(n)
businessman to speak English while talk-
ing with his partner.
a) Australian. .. Britsh .
.b) British. .. American
¢) Canadian. . . Nigerian
d) Saudi Arabian. .. Japanese
8. The tone of the passage is
a) imaginative
b) factual
¢) historic
d) conclusive
Vocabulary & Structure
II1. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given
below. Change the form where necessary.
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V.

bring back come from - communication
govern no longer obvious

official part of show

9.

. It is that the language of English is now - -

being used almost in every corner of the world. ‘

The meaning of the proverb can clearly
to the readers in an all-English dictionary.

The wind was blowing, but it was still

rather cold.

The statement is not that the two countries :

have agreed on the terms for the dispute on the

boundaries.

True knowledge practice.

The young assistant the company when the

manager stayed away from work for a holiday.

The doctor advised Mr. Black to spend a few weeks

in the countryside, where the fresh air would

his health.

. Since the old lady’s condition was criﬁpal,the doctor -

immediately got into with her family.

There is but one China and Taiwan is China.

Loan words are the words taken from other languages

and at least partly naturalized. Find out from what lan-

guages the following words are borrowed and what

meaning they have.

1.

cafe



kindergarten
kungfu
memoir
mosquito

shampoc

N ;s w

solo
8. typhoon
V. Organize sentences after the models, using the given
words and such as: ,
Model 1: The Vikings brought many words with them.,
such as “they” and “their”.
Model 2; He is such a learned scholar as we all love and
- admire. ‘
1. he,likes,tea and coffee,drinks
2. Bob’s granny,many flowers,roses,sunflowers,etc. ,
in her garden,planted
3. it,certain fruit trees,cold,here,the peach,is
4. he,a man,I imagined,is,just,he,would be
5. we,fools,are,to believe ,wha‘t he told us,not
6. the incident,you,teach,a lesson,this,can
VI. Complete the following sentences after the model, by
using however, a cdnjunction that has the meaning of
“in spite of this”or “nevertheless”.
Model: However, many other parts of the world also
use English.
1. It is raining hard. However,
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2. We all persuaded him to stay overnight. However,

3. He insisted on delaying this project. However,

4. Johanna promised to be here before ten. However,
Word Formation

VIL. Fill in each blank with the name of a country or its

adjective;

Australia
Brazilian
Egyptian
Finnish

) Indian

Iran

Iraq

Italy

Japan
Korean
Kuwaiti
Nepalese

Poland

Singapore

Spain e

Vietnam

VIII. Form the adjectives of the following nouns:



