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Introduction

This book is a study on the origin and the historical devel-
opment of the Tai peoples in China, Southeast Asia and India.

Actually the term “Tai” for the peoples mentioned above is
not accepted by all the scholars without any controversy, some
scholars use the term “Thai” to call these ethnic groups, but as
the term “Thai” has been used to call the majority people of
Thailand or Prathet That in most cases, it is easily confusing to
still use it to call the whole ethnic groups (sometime including
Zhuang and Li etc. ) stretching from southern and southwest-
ern China through mainland Southeast Asia to northeastern In-
dia, the region where they are living is much more larger than
Thailand . Some scholars use the term “Tai” to call these ethnic
groups, especially the Tai peoples in southwestern China and
mainland Southeast Asia, but in Chinese, the term “Tai” has
the similar pronunciation with the term “Thai”, the two terms
are usually transliterated into the same Chinese character “Z&”,
it is still a confusing word to choose the term “Tai” to call these
big ethnic groups rather than the country Thailand, so, in
China, most scholars prefer to use the term “Dai-Tai peoples”
or “Tai— Dai peoples” to call these ethnic groups, for the al-
phabet “T” in the term “Tai” is pronounced T by Lao, Black
Tai, White Tai and the Tai peoples in central and southern
Thailand, they call themselves Tai.The T, however, is pro-
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nounced “D” among the Yuan in northern Thailand, Lue and

Na, of whom most in-China, and the Khun, Yuong in the
Shan States, Burma. ( Myanmar now), they just call them-
selves “Dai” rather than “Tai”

In order to avoid confusion, I’d like, on the one hand,
to use the term “Dai-Tai peoples”, in Chinese, to call the
whole Tai ethnic groups. in this region -and the terms “Dai”,
“Shan” and. “Ahom” to call the main Dai-Tai ethnic groups in
southwestern China, northern and northeastern Burma, and
northeastern India respectively as most Chinese scholars do, al-
though it may be still a controversial choice.

On the other hand, as these ethnic groups not only. have
the same origin and, in a very long historical course, their
own common history and culture, but also have been keeping
very close relations till now, especially between the western
Dai-Tai peoples, e.g.the Dai-Shan peoples in western: Yunnan
and northern and northeastern Burmar, the relations between
them are so close that even the Dai peoplé in western Yunnan
are still called “Chinese Shan” by Burmese and the Shan in
Burma called “Burmese Dai” by the Chinese near the border to-
day, actually they are almost: still regarded as the same ethnic
group in some cases although they have been separately ruled by
their own master .governments respectively in different coun-
tries, so I, sometimes, in this book, prefer t6 use the term
Dai-Shan peoples to discuss and talk about the issues concerning

their common history.
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As the. doncrete conditions in which the different Tai
groups live are different, their fate and status in'the course of
later historical development are. quité different, the Thai, as
they are called now, and the Lao became the majorities in both
today’ s Thailand and Laos and built their own national ‘states
réspectively since modern time while the other branches of
them, however, became the ethnic minorities in other states
where the other ethnic groups became superior politically;. eco-
nomically and culturally, such as the Tai in Vietnam, the:Dai
in China, the Shan in Burma and the Ahom in northeastern
India.

Owing to the difference of the status of the branches of the
‘Tai ethnic groups in different states or countries, the attention
people. paid to them ‘respectively is different.In last decades,
Tai studies have become a very important subject and fruitful
wresults have been harvested in this field thanks to the efforts by
the scholars. in Thailand, China and the other coun-
tries. Generally speaking, however, the international Tai stud-
ies till stay in the stage of Thai studies or Thailand studies
rather than the real Tai studies, the studies on the other Tai
ethnic groups are far inferior to the studies on the Thai in Thai-
land.And, furthermore, there are still a lot of problems to be
resolved even if in the field of Thai Studies, for example, on
the origin of Thai and Tai the agreement has not been reached
by the. scholars yet.

Reviewing the history of international studies on the whole




Tai ethnic groups, the studies on the western branches .of
them, e.g.the Dai in China, the Shan in Burma and the A-
hom in. northeastern, India are weaker, although a lot of aca-
demic achievements have been gained in ‘the field of studies on
Dai.in China owing to scholars’, especially Chinese scholars’
hard work, comparing with the fruits in the field of Thai or
Thailand studies, the achievements on Dai-Shan-Ahom peoples
in the field "of international studies are relatively
scarce. Furthermore, unfortunately, owing to different rea-
sons, the studies on Dai-Shan-Ahom peoples, who are very
closely related historically with each other, have been being
taken separately, the history of Dai-Shan-Ahom peoples as -a
whole is not quite clear yet and even some mistakes made before
by some western scholars. and Asian scholars out of China. in
their articles or books on the issues concerning the common his-
tory of these groups have not corrected yet because they have
not got or even can not read the Chinese materials and Chinese
scholars’ articles and books on these ethnic groups, there are a
lot of records on the history of Tai peoples kept in many ancient
Chinese chronicles!

At the meantime, in China, the scholars’ studies on Tai
peoples mainly focus on the Dai in today’s Yunnan, the mate-
rials they used are mainly those written in Chinese, most Chi-
nese scholars studying the Dai have not paid much attention to
the other Tai peoples beyond China and the research results on

these ethnic groups written by their foreign colleagues in Eng-




lish and other languages till now, so, as a results, not only
have some mistakes made by the Chinese scholars before not
been corrected yet, but also some new mistakes, in my opin-
ion, appeared in last decades, and worse than all, some mis-
takes are being inherited by younger scholars .in their articles
and books now.

. This book, therefore, will try, by correcting the main
mistakes made by some Chihese scholars, and their foreign col-
leagues to present my own views on the controversial issues
concerning the origin and the historical development of the Tai
peoples in Yunnan, China, mainland Southeast Asia and
northeastern India, especially on the issues concerning the ear-
ly history of Dai-Shan-Ahom peoples in today’ s western Yun-
nan, northern and northeastern Burma ‘and northeastern. India
in the context of their history as a whole, and to redraw a true
picture of the history of these ethnic peoples. My discussion will
focus mainly on these mistakes and controversial issues.

For example, “Dianyue”, a. kingdom or some ethnic
grdups mentioned in ancient Chinese chronicles, is regarded as
an early Tai kingdom or an early Dai — Shan kingdom by almost
all Chinese scholars in their articles and books. “Dianyue” is
first mentioned in his Shiji when Sima Qian describes the ethnic
groups in western Yunnan: “There is no king amongst the
Kunming peoples, they like plunder, and dare kill the envoys
of Han at their will, so the road to the west through them had
not been opened yet, but it is said that there is an ‘Elephant




