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From the Palace Museum

The English Revolution begun in 1640 facilitated the establishment and development of British capitalism, marking the
beginning of modern world history. The rise of Britain is no doubt one of the most important events in the early modern
world. The emergence of an independent and relatively strong monarchical power in England played a decisive role in
its emerging prosperity at the beginning of modern times. Via sea exploration and trade, from a corner of Europe Britain
entered the world stage. The Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century enabled Britain to become the first industrial
country in the world and the island nation moved gradually to the center of the world stage. If the English mathematician
Isaac Newton (1642-1727) created a scientific key for the Industrial Revolution, then the Scottish engineer James Watt
(1736-1819) opened the gate of the revolution with that very key. The high regard for science promoted Britain’s rapid
development. From the 1850s through the 1870s, the British economy was blessed with unprecedented prosperity. The
development of its foreign trade as well as its unique position and influence in Europe stimulated the economic development

of other European countries. Britain became one of the most powerful countries in the history of modern Europe.

The exhibition Britain Meets the World in the Meridian Gate Gallery displays historical objects from the reign of
George I to that of George IV, that is, from 1714 to 1830, as well as masterpieces of ancient world culture. The 116
years of the Hanover dynasty was a critical period in British history that saw trade prospered, cities developed, sea
power strengthened, and the Industrial Revolution unfolded. In the over one hundred sets of objects from the British
Museum and more than ten sets of objects from the Palace Museum visitors will be able to see the cultural attraction of

other countries and appreciate the contribution of different forms of civilization in East and West to the development of

world civilization.



