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Liu Shanming, also known by his literary name as Leshan, was born in
1936. He is one of the members of Guizhou Artists Association, and art
consultant of Anshun Artists Association. Liu Shanming fell in love wi
trditional Chinese painting and calligraphy in his childhood and has
devoted to ink—and—wash painting for over 50 years. His footp
covered famous mountains and great rivers so that,outside, he }
learning from Nature and, inside, from those Great Masters at all
in all countries. What is more, he has fortunately received the direction a
guidance from the great Master, Liu Haisu. We can easily detec
Master's atistic elements in his works. Mr. Liu Shanming's works have been
exhibited inside and outside the province many times, and in April, 2006, he
successfully held "Liu Shanming Traditional Chinnese Painting Exhibition"
in Guizhou, whose works have been collected by friends from Germany,
Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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As the old Chinese philosofers put: " The person of humanity prefers
mountains, and the person of wisdom enjoys waters.", Mr. Liu Shanming,
taking "Leshan (enjoy mountains)" as his literary name, is the very explorer
who endeavors to be a person of wisdom and humanity in the field of tradi—
tional Chinese painting of mountains and waters.

Appreciating Mr. Shanming's works of painting is always acomponied
by an visual impact and mental shock, similar to the effect produced by
watching his painting performance. He disperses the pen and uses the center
to make paintings, which makes the differences: in his works, you can hear
and feel while seeing, you can catch an entireness from the chaotic pieces,
and you can capture the extraodinariny out of the ordinary, which raps your
heart and recalls your memories. They are rich in images and full in compo—
sition, in which the techniques and characteristics of the way he uses his
bruch, ink and water complement one another. What is more, he is able to
integrate organically the concrete and the abstract into one picture in which
the spring mountains are tender, the summer intoxicating, the autumn gor—
geous and the winter tranquil and quiet. Such artistic conceptions produce
you some surreal inexplicable feelings made by setting descriptions under
some magical mental states instead of some commonplace visual images
producing.

The practice of the art of the traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy
can reach a selfless state only when it is made above the material gain and
without considertion of the personal honor and disgrace, personal gain and
loss. And the process of creating an ink—and—wash painting is one of purifi—
cation of the painter's soul and materialization of his spirit. What's more, in
order to sublimate the artificial cut and polish to the natual revealing, the
artist should know how to melt his temperament and interest into the paint—
ing within a certain law, and to look for the aspiration outside the law. Only
in doing so can he realize the ideal that "from the mountains and waters, we
can detect an artist's temperament while from the ink and water we can detect
the artist's state of mind."

Mr. Liu Shanming once worked as government officer and also went in—
to business, but he was not so successful there as he is in art. Only in the
realm of the ink and water which he is deeply in love with can he feel at ease
like fish in water. He is apt to learn from Nature and those great Masters at
all times and in all countries. What is more, he has fortunately received the
direction and guidance from the great Master, Liu Haisu. We can easily de—
tect the great Master's atistic elements in his works.

The different experience of life and uncommon way of study Mr. Liu
Shanming has undergone and taken distinguished him from others: he is of
an independent personality, insistant individuality, unremitting endeavor and
remarkable pursuit. So long as he maintains this mental state and attitude to—
wards painting, his artistic life will be radiant and permanent.

Cao Yaoming in Mu Jingtang
Note: Cao Yaoming: the former chief secretary of the late Master Liu

Haisu's office, the famous painter and calligraper and the professor of
Xiamen Institute of Technology.
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