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General Introduction in English

What is the difference between the British Isles, Britain, the United

Kingdom and England? These are so often confused that we had better

start by distinguishing them.

The British Isles consists of two large islands, one is called Ire-

land and the other Britain.

Britain, or Great Britain,is the larger of these two islands,and it

is divided into three parts:Scotland, Wales and England.

The United Kingdom ( UK) is short for the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It consists of Scotland , Wales,and

England (ie the whole of Britain) ,and also about one-sixth of Ireland,

the northern part. The rest of Irland is self-governing.

Ireland became part of the United Kingdom in 1801, but it soon



grew discontented, and for forty years the “Irish Question” was the
greatest headache of the British Parliament. At last, after much blood-
shed , Ireland divided itself into two: Northern Ireland remained loyal to
the Crown (though it has its own Parliament sitting in Belfast for inter-
nal affairs) ,and in 1922 the rest of the country broke away to form an
Irish Free State,now the Republic of Ireland. The Republic of Ireland
does not regard itself as British. It is still discontented, as it resists the

existence of Northern Ireland, and wants the whole of Ireland to be a

republic.
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EXBR KAFIE LI Z /R =85 EE ( the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) , fHj#R N “Bt& E£H” , &
1542 the United Kingdom , 4552/ UK,

FEAEIEAS BT, “ S E " AT LU R AR

K AF| Hi ( Great Britain)

A% Ei ( Britain) |, & Great Britain T8 FR .

BeHs =% (England ) B ANFUE S b &K K 5 G (5552
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