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About the Author

Howard Pyle was born in Wllmmgton Delaware
in 1853. After he finished hlgh sch ool

an art school and then worked n “hIS father’s

, he went to

leather shop. Soon he returned to the work he
loved best—illustrations—and opened his own
school for young artists.

Pyle liked to create special worlds where anything
could happen. He called them “islands of fantasy
or imagination”. Sometimes he used his brush to
capture these worlds in pictures, and sometimes
his pen to write the stories himself. These stories
include pirate adventures on the high seas, vivid

tales of American colonial life, and legends of the
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Knights in the days of chivalry. Tt King Arthur
and the Knights"of the Round Tablé, | Pyle invites
us into one of his many fantasy lands. He spent
seven years researching, illustrating and compiling
four volumes on the legends of King Arthur. He
studied legends that were written in Old English,
Welsh, French, and German.

Howard Pyle gathered these old tales and retold
them in his own way, writing them down so any-
one could open a book anytime, ariyplace, and

step into the magical fantasy worlds he loved best.
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<People You Will Read About —

People You Will Read About

Uther—Pendragon:

Merlin the Wise:
Sir Ulfius:

Sir Ector:
Sir Kay:
King Pellinore:

Lady (Queen)
Guinevere:
Nymue:

King Leodegrance:

King Ryence of
North Wales:
Lady Mellicene:

the noble old king, Arthur's fa-
ther

prophet, counselor of the old king
renowned knight, counselor of the
old king

foster father of Arthur

son of Sir Ector

Authur's old enemy, the black
knight

daughter of King Leodegrance,
later became wife of Arthur
leader of the Ladies of the Lake
Arthur's allies, Lady Guinevere's
father

Arthur's enemy

Guinevere's attendant

008




20

Duke Mordaunt of
North Umber:

Queen Morgana Le
Fay:

Vivien:

Sir Launcelot:

Sir Modred:

Sir Gawaine:

Sir Bedevere:

People You Will Read About >

King Ryence's nephew, the war-
rior who intended to marry
Guinevere

King Arthur's stepsister, a powerful
enchantress

a wise, cunning girl who learned
magic from Merlin and finally
killed him

the most renowned and capable
knight of the round table

King Arthur's nephew who be-
trayed him

Arthur's loyal knight whose sons
were killed by Launcelot, whom
he then took revenge on

the knight who followed Arthur's
order and finally threw Excaliber
back into the Lake
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In ancient days there lived a noble king named
Uther-Pendragon. He gathered together many brave
knights, defeated all his enemies, and became overlord
of all England.

In his struggle against his enemies, Uther-Pendragon
was aided by two great counselors. One of these men
was a powerful enchanter and prophet known to all as
Merlin the Wise; the other was a renowned knight
called Sir Ulfius. With the aid and assistance of Merlin
and Ulfius, Uther-Pendragon made peace in the realm
he ruled with justice and mercy.

After a number of years, Uther-Pendragon took as his

overlord /'suvalo:d/ (n) RE%KLE i prophet /'profit/ () BT %, k4
counselor /'kaunsala/ (n.) Bi#) i renowned /rinaund/ (adj) # %, % 44y
enchanter /in'tfa:nta(r)/ (n.) & & EHA i realm frelm/ (n) £ R, B L
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wife a beautiful, gentle queen named Igraine. Igraine
was the widow of Gerlois, the Duke of Tintegal.
Before she married Uther-Pendragon she had already
borne two daughters, Margaise and Morgana le Fay.
Igraine brought her daughters with her to the court
of Uther-Pendragon. The king treated them as if they

were his own children, and arranged noble marriages

for them. Yet Uther-Pendragon worried who would

succeed him as king.

After a time Queen Igraine knew she would have a
baby.  Uther-Pendragon rejoiced and planned to
celebrate the birth of his child. Then Merlin came to
him in secret and counseled him to tell no one about
the baby.

“My lord,” Merlin advised, “this must be a secret
birth. When the child is born, I will tell you more.”

Uther-Pendragon had learned to always follow
m | Merlin's words, and his heart was sorely troubled. At

last the child was bom, a beautiful baby boy, of great

succeed /sok'si:d/ (v.) #4E,HH i sorely /'so:li/ (adv.) #E s, &AM
rejoice /ridzois/ (v.) &%) %t :



