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Abstract

From the point of J. S. Brubacher, academic freedom is one of the fun-
damental themes on the philosophy of higher education. It is well known
that, the current position of academic freedom in American higher education
is filled with prosperity to some extent. This flourishing scene attracts many
Chinese scholars’ attention, and there are more and more researches dealing
with it. But, by contrast, the evolution of the tradition of academic freedom
is still left untouched, the significance of this blank field is overlooked for a
long time. Therefore, this is a challenging assignment.

This dissertation aims at investigating, and tries to outline, the develop-
ment of an important tradition — academic freedom, which covers a span of
less than 300 years, from the foundation of Harvard College (1636) to the
establishment of American Association of University professors (1915). It
consists of seven parts as follows :

Part 1 — “Introduction”. It contains four items. The first chapter clar-
ifies the content of several key concepts; “ American Higher Education” |
* Academic Freedom” and “Tradition”. The second one elucidates the sig-
nificance of this work. The third is the proposition of the general subject. It
also lists the main results in this field and several key resources of literature.
The fourth explains the methods which will be taken in this work.

Part 2 — “ Academic freedom: the old European heritage versus the
new American tradition”. This part tries to conduct a brief review of the re-
mote European heritage. It traces the origin of the tradition to the Hellenism
and Romanism. The sentence of Socrates preludes the tradition of the free-
dom of thought in Western Europe, which was viewed as a scholar’s freedom
of conscience. Then, it goes further into the tradition of academic freedom in
medieval universities. Although there had been many prohibitions, a scholar
could always enjoy much academic freedom, by a series of privileges, which

came from the guild-like academic autonomy. At the beginning of the 19"
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century , the foundation of Berlin University symbolized the reformation of the
old tradition and the birth of a new modern idea of academic freedom. The
new tradition of academic freedom in American higher education was mainly
the transplant and reformation of the great Germany idea.

Part 3 — “The colonial colleges and the religious freedom” expounds
the religious freedom as the primary form of the tradition in the colonial col-
leges. There is a dilemma in these colleges: the searching for the freedom of
belief when the first generation of the European immigrants, coincided with
the passion for the learning, contradicts the intolerance and suppress toward
the heretical beliefs and unorthodox opinions. However, the religious free-
dom was last established by the Constitution, which separates the religion
from the State.

Part 4 — “The first period of the old-time colleges and the endeavor to-
wards the freedom of thought” deals with a far-reaching liberation movement
of thoughts from the independence of America to the beginning of the 19"
century. In order to let the higher leamning serve the democracy, Thomas
Jefferson led the great leap from the religious freedom to the freedom of
thought in Virginia University. The American institutes became the experi-
mental field of French ideas such as democracy, freedom and equality. This
dissertation views the freedom of thought as the interim towards the idea of
academic freedom.

Part 5 — “The second period of the old-time colleges and the brewing
of the thought on academic freedom” discusses the introduction and trans-
plant of the German idea. The German influence on the American higher ed-
ucation has two channels: one is the first generation of American younger
scholars who studied in the Continent countries, especially in Germany, the
other is the Germany scholars, particularly the “ Forty-Eighters”, they
brought the American institutes the really original sprit of academic freedom
with them. Then, there were some changes at the institute level, with Fran-
cis Wayland in Brown College and Henry Tappan in Michigan University,
but all failed.
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Part 6 — “The period of the transformation in American universities
and the establishment of the tradition” opens up the most magnificent chap-
ter in American scholar’s pursuing academic freedom. This part demonstrates
the appearance of the consciousness of professionalism, the formation of the
integral academic profession after the Civil War, the test of Darwinism for
academic freedom, and the reasons why the American Association of Univer-
sity Professor was built so late, etc.

Part 7 — “The establishment of AAUP and the institutionization of the
tradition of academic freedom” describes the inevitable outcome of the estab-
lishment of American Association of University Professors”. It also discusses
three types of the “academic freedom affair” , based on each affair’s affec-
tion. In this part, John Dewey’s great contribution was emphasized.

Part 8 — “Conclusion” , There are six conclusions this dissertation in-
tends to put forward.

In a word, this is only a primary work. There needs much more first-

hand data to prove this interesting subject.
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