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INTRODUCTION R &

CLEARLY AND SIMPLY, RANDOM HOUSE WEBSTER'S DELIVERS CONFIDENCE.

Random House Webster’s Easy English Dictionary is the first Webster’s dictionary truly written for new learn-
ers of English. High beginning and low intermediate students will find more usage, grammar, and synonym
help than in any other dictionary of its kind.

Students who are ready to begin using an English dictionary will find everything they need to understand over
13,000 words and phrases in English. Each definition is clear and simple, written using a strictly controlled vo-
cabulary. Plus, the Dictionary has helpful features not offered by other dictionaries at this level:

« Every derivative form—such as grammatically from grammatical—has its own full entry, rather than sim-
ply being listed at the end of an entry without explanation.
+ Warning notes focus on typical errors made by learners of English.

Qver 17,000 examples show typical usage and grammatical patterns. Over 150 usage, synonym, and pronun-
ciation notes cover helpful usage topics, such as pronouncing the when it’s stressed, or how to talk about time.
Over 400 illustrations focus on the things that are most difficult 1o describe, such as easily confused synonyms;
prepositions and verbs; and animals and plants.

Finally, at the back of the book, students will find a special Smart Study Section--a complete resource for
information on numbers, verbs, adjective word order. countries of the world, and more.

More than just a look-it-up dictionary for beginners, Random House Webster's Easy English Dictionary can
actively help students take their confidence in using English to the next level.

Wendalyn Nichols
Editorial Director

Random House Reference
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GUIDE 710 THE DICTIONARY
AR {E AIES

WHAT IS AN ENTRY? f+ 4 B iR%K?

The word or phrase that you look up in a dictionary is called the main entry. An entry
can be one word: hearing . Or it can be more than one word: hearing aid’. This
guide will help you learn about entries. It will teach you where to look for the entry
you want. The guide also tells you what an entry shows. ¥/ 7F ia] $ v BT 22 2 38 9 52 45
REFHRAIERAEL, —MAKATLURE 187 hearing . WEFAILIREAL— T8
iA: hearing aid . A WHFHRTHIARX BRIBEERACHTENRAK, R
B EFR - ERFRERAAE.

ALPHABETICAL ORDER = &}lfi FF

In English, letters of the alphabet are put together to make words. The English al-
phabet has 26 letters, in this order. £ BT . FHXTNFEREH W B,
EXFREPE 26 DNFRIAFNT .
Capital letters K5 FH}: ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Lowercase letters NEFH: a bcdefghijkl mnopgqrstuvwxyz
This order is called alphabetical order. The entrics in this dictionary are in alphabeti-
cal order. So if a word starts with the letter a it will be in the first part of the diction-
ary. If it starts with the letter z it will be at the end of the dictionary. X I #K 4
FHMF. AFMGEEIUERIEES . TUMR PSR FES a Ak, BE
B TR SLA Sk 88 4 . QSR BRI LAFE & z Pk IR E B TR R 2
1 Look at these words. They have been written in alphabetical order below. i &
e, EICAEBFRINFHIOT.

chance gym action tall pool vegetable
1. action 3. gym 5. tall
2. chance 4. pool 6. vegetable

Now, you try writing these words in alphabetical order. BL7E , i35 T 5 B {5l &
HFRIRFEHES .

loaf cedar knee rich wage address
1. addues 3. 5.
4. 6.

If two words have the same first letter. look at the second letter. If the first letter
and the second letter are the same, look at the third letter. Move from left to right in
the words until you see a letter that is different. Use the first letter that is different to
put words in alphabetical order. 1 R H M BRiRAME - FHMAR, WEE —4F&.
WRFE—FEATHHARWER=ATE, KRANEZALE  HARASFEY
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FHRIE., BES - DARGF G A RRRFE ST HS .
2 Look at these words and write them in alphabetical order. i£.F X & 8.i7] , - B
FRIRF T LAHES

game gamble giraffe galaxy girl gate
1. golawy 3. 5.
2. gamile 4. 6.

GUIDE WORDS 35| &1ij

The words at the top of a page are guide words. These words are the first and the last
main entry words that are on the page. If the word you are looking for belongs in al-
phabetical order between the two guide words, it will be on that page. Look at the
words and guide words below. 51 % T & A9 5 iA] Fk Ay 51 18], 53X &6 BUIA] B X TUAD 58—
MHTRF—A EiE K. BREEFRFFRFEERN LA T3 R0,
AAX BB TR, BE T 5 $in 5] Fia,

3 Draw an arrow (—) from the word to the page that it would appear on. 7E #.i7]

AT R T 2z ] Lk
1. lamb 2. favor 3. mild 4. sailboat 5. razor 6. damage
d 166 dance migration 411 million
faultless 232 feature rattle 530 react
laden 365 landlord safe 567 salad dressing

SPELLING #f 5

The dictionary entry shows the correct spelling of words. If a word always starts with
a capital letter, it will have one in the entry:. Jupiter . If a word sometimes starts
with a capital letter and sometimes starts with a lowercase letter, you will see both;
from or. Mom . You can spell some words two different ways. If a word has two cor-
rect spellings, both are in the dictionary: barbecue or barbeque . AR B /R E A
FWERHE. MR- M RRALREUATFRF L, BAALFH LB —F P
E: Jupiter , MR- RFHFHUAEFHF L AU DEZRF L. BAahE L
BIMHHEEL: momor Mom , i T - BRI LIRBRARMHS. mE—
THREA PRI BS  E YR RERT S, B0, barbecue or barbeque ,

PRONUNCIATIONS % &

The pronunciations in this dictionary are shown after the main entry. For example,
the pronunciation for the word cat is shown like this: cat:/ kit/ . The pronunciation
chart after the Guide tells you how to read the pronunciation marks. 2<ial#t9,iE 3
MFEAKZE. B, 57 cat BIRFRXH BN cat / ket/ . A48 f5 I 003



xiii LES
BEERENSRERTHRERNERE.

Some pronunciations have high stress marks that look like this {, or low stress marks
that look like this ;. High stress marks are put in front of the syllable (part of the

word) that you say in the strongest voice. Low stress marks are put in front of the
syllable that you say in a strong voice, but not as strong as . —##F FH RN E
SRS REFROMKESHNS ., EEFECTHREETREHT T ERAK—TD
ZH. KEEHSUTRAERR AR MBRHETZH.

If two or more words that are spelled the same are also pronounced the same, then
only the first word has a pronunciation written next to it. i RN LD BAHE H
[, % & A T, W RIS — A R R I H .

If there are two common ways to say a word, then two pronunciations are shown in
the dictionary: cloths /klodz/klofs/ MR- HREEHAE R ERE, WA EE
WA s 4. cloths /klodz / klos/

If an abbreviation such as ém. is only a written abbreviation, then no pronuncia-

tion is shown. MR 1R ém. XRMEERXRR T HENFEER. WA EHRES.

4 Look up these words. Draw a line from each word to its pronunciation. -3 iX
WA, MEANRERARTHREERR.
1. daisy /an'etbal/
2. dance\/ ‘trabol/
3. trouble /'derzi/
4. traffic /deens/
5. unable /treefik/

PARTS OF SPEECH 7z

The rules for how words can be used with each other are called grammar rules. There
are different jobs in a sentence. Grammar rules tell you what kinds of words can do
each job. These different kinds of words (like nouns, verbs, and adjectives) are
called parts of speech. ¥L7E 3] 1% % v 38 MO ML AU AR E B . AT FHPEERR
W4T, I HL N VRIS 35 8 BT RE S B0 T E . XS8R R Y iR IE 0 R 2K (4% 1F)
Zhisl FUTE 75 18 ) ] {0 im 2k .

Words that are spelled the same may be
different parts of speech. For example,
there is one word scream that is a verb.
There is another word scream that is a
noun. Each part of speech has its own
entry. The verb scream is the most com-
mon, so its entry comes first, and has a '
after it. The noun scream is less com-
mon, so its entry is second, and has a *
after it. B+ 5 [FE# A 7T LR TR Fl Y A
%, B, F—AH 18 scream, B 5hid,
B — scream H RN HA, FHAE

scream’ /skrim/ [ v. i., v. t. screams,
screamed. screaming

to make a loud cry when you are very
afraid or upset LM . She screamed when
she saw the rat. & 3% B, i 57 2|22 0 |
#. | “Get out of here ,“ he screamed . “H
B L, bRl IE

seream’[ n.c.]]

a loud cry, made when you are very
afraid or upset 22 M 5. No one heard

their screams. ®A AU EIMAT1A ony] =,
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FEMKE. FiE scream BAE LU EMEIZBEE MARFERE T, &
i scream AR AH WL, FFLLUE BRI RHESE 7 R EBE .

The main parts of speech are: noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, deter-
miner, pronoun and conjunction. The parts of speech are shown between marks like
these: [ ]. FERAEH . KR . BHRA . BFR. BE. AFBRERD RRAZER. WEA
ERERITE S bi [ .

noun #& i

A [n.] (noun) is a word used to name a person, place, thing, idea, or condition.
[HFIRATHEAY BN Y WSS F e aE,
5 Look up these words. Draw circles around the ones that are nouns. £ <X 4k &

il TE4 0 b,

garbled dog ramp
blind shoe juggle however
red letter lonely cyclone

If a noun is called [ pl. ] (pluraD) or a {n. pl] (plural noun), then it has only a plural
form. It cannot be used with a or an. Plural nouns are always used with plural verbs.
MBI RN XEF(ERARLMERAREREER A a lan
R, SR ESSHENEREREN.

6 Look up these words to scc if they are plural. (Use the rule: Plural nouns
are only used with plural verbs.) Then. mark correct if the sentence is right
and incorrect if the sentence is wrong. B X HHE . FHETEE WL,
CHIET LI . B 805 17 2R 5 B BEh 1A % A O R B F 2 4T L T8 correct () | {8
FRid s B8R B 7R HAY L FE incorrect (B5) B AT .

1. Arms is being sent to Washington. __correct / incorrect
2. Bangs are popular in women’s haircuts. __correct ____incorrect
3. Politics are not interesting to me ____correct ____incorrect
4. The program’s graphics aren’t very good. ___correct ___ incorrect
5. Checkers is a fun game. ____correct ___ incorrect

pronoun {X 7]

A [ pron.7] (pronoun) is a word that takes the place of a noun. [ X i) ]2 4t % 42 {5 §is] ,
7 Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that are pronouns. #F &

Xk eia, A L,

@in® fog name you us because she

clear it sister them they me say theirs
when her courage buy body deaf yours warn
wife argue he size hers shrimp I him

determiner/articie R & id /5% 7

A [det.]" (determiner) is a word like another, this, or every that comes before a
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noun in a sentence. Determiners can tell you many things, like which noun you are

talking about (that book), whom something belongs to (his book), or how many of
something there are (many books). An [art.] (article) is a special kind of determin-
er. The articles in English are a, an, and the. Articles and determiners do the same
kinds of jobs in a sentence. [ Fi 2 if ]2 ] F W {31 F 4 17 Z A & I another . this Kevery
Byial. PRE R AE & R RIRZ AR T, H R IE 7 R IR B 42 18] (rhar book) . E 45 J& T
#E Chis book) LI B #4978 % /> (many books) %, (iR 1RE—M&FHEMWRE H., KiE
gy iR A a.an #1 the =4, @RFMBREREDPRHNAR R,
8 Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that can be determiners.
X RE . ERER LEME.
any  sock shell each by half shed much rain

often dozen sharp certain her circle bony either
adjective £ & i

An [adj.} (adjective) is a word like red, happy. or boring that describes a noun.
[JB % 18 1 & & red.happy B boring % ¥ 1ffi £ i8] i) 1) .
9 Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that can be adjectives.
X, ERAEFEM.
swiftly @ sand scared wind pants brown ache happy

soft caution listen yell brisk water open silly bald
preposition 1117

A [ prep.] (preposition) is a word like at, in, about. or for that is used before a
noun or a pronoun. Prepositions usually give information about direction, time, and
position. [/ i& 1J& 1% at.in.about 8 for % I T & W& fLiH Z BT AY18 . 4188 % 1% ik
BYJE K T (R AL B F R R .
10  Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that can be prepositions.
A F XL R . TR b,
@With) car shake we dark to under confuse on
between in fast from ring sew ring noise foot

verb Bhidl

A [v.] (verb) is a word like talk . drink, or be that is used to talk about an action or
a situation. There are different kinds of verbs. This dictionary will tell you if the verb
is a phrasal verb. an auxiliary verb, a modal verb, or a linking verb. [ & i) | 21§ talk.
drink 3% be HA THLHESCRAMWIE ., FHE XA RFEHR A, AR 0L E R
D E iR I A EES IR BB iR WSS AL RERITE,

phrasal verb % iE 5hiA

A [ phr. v.] (phrasal verb) is a group of words that acts like a verb, such as
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account for or grow out of. Phrasal verbs are shown together after the main
meanings, and are in dark letters. Phrasal verbs are made with verbs and ad-
verbs, or verbs and prepositions. [ 515 sl ]2 T M N T ahim /98 i85, #) i ac-
count for B, grow out of, MEFHETHHAETERLZF UREFER, ¥
iF gl iRt 3018 5 A0 i B 5 iR S A R L .

Look up these phrasal verbs. Write down the meaning for each phrasal verb.
AIFREGEHE, SHEMEIESDRAWE XL,

. account for i« e an explunalion sv reason for seametheing 080, HI T

. chop down

1
2
3. look up
4

. trust in

auxiliary verb Bh i)

An [ v. gux.] (auxiliary verb) is a verb like be, do, or have that you use before
other verbs to make verb tenses and questions. [ Bi /A [/& 4 be.do 3{ have % A
T $ iy gl) i) 2 B 60 Bh 1A L 4E AR H AR 2D iR AY B A A 5 AR 4R 1)

modal verb 1553117

A [v. mod.] (modal verb) is a verb like can, should or would that you use be-
fore another verb or before an auxiliary verb, for example to say that something
is possible or should be done. [1% 7 31 J & & can.should 5% would i F 5 — 3
Il o 130 &y 1) = WO B B8, 40 a0 T 3R 56 3 AT AR A B R R AT

linking verb % & 31

A [v. link.] (linking verb) is a verb like be, become, or seem that connects
one noun to another noun or adjective. A linking verb tells you that two things
are the same. [ 7% & 5l {7 ] &% be .become i seem B HE #H - &1 5% — 4 Wk
RS IE, & RIS RRBEAD R RE—FH.

The verbs in this exercise are modal, auxiliary, phrasal or linking. Look up
these words and write down what kind of verbtheyare . 4 % ) v 8 55 i7l B 1%

A HREME RS E. AINGHENSNE TEA3E,

1. become finking werd 4. give up
2. do 5. will

3. get 6. would

adverb &7

An [adv.] (adverb) is a word like slowly, totally, or very that tells you how, when,

or where something is done or happens. { & id 1J2 & slowly . totally & very % & F R ¥t
HREMR At BEES A ST RRE LB,



xvii #HEA
13  Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that can be adverbs.
A FiX s i, fFE A L .
nice rather loudly shiny slimy gift

red quickly scary hopefully neck really friendly

conjunction % if

A [conj.] (conjunction) is a word like and or but that connects two parts of a sen-
tence. [ % §7 [ (R and 5 but % 48 4] T 89 50 54 897
14 Look up these words. Draw a circle around the ones that are conjunctions.

£ F X RiE . R b,

however after but when with by

name ¥ F & i

A [name] is what a person or place is called. Names always begin with capital
letters. [ %A AR~ A F AR, LH LA EH FH KE. Look at page
807 for a list of Pronunciation of American Names. % I} 55807 512 [ A & M 1k,

number i

A [num.] (number) is a word that tells you how many. like one or rwenry. [ ¥ifl]
EYFIRAE 20858, 7 0 .one Bt twenty. Look at page 793 for a list of numbers. &
R 793 v,

SPECIAL FORMS #5% #2={

Some parts of speech have special forms or spellings. If an entry word has an irregular
form or is difficult to spell. the special form is shown after the part of speech infor-
mation. SR TR BR YL A H BFS . R — i) & EE AT R A B 2l Bt
LA ML IR s RGN 2.

Regular Forms of Verbs Zhifl iy = ME X

Most verbs are changed in the same way to show who is speaking and the time they
are speaking about. These verbs are called regular verbs. Look at page 768 for a guide
to regular verb conjugations. K2 $ #) i8] 7F B ¥E & U536 A R0 M4 335 6 e ) B, AR
feay o XHE B, XA ARMENR. BRE 768 WM AT h#,

Special Forms of Verbs ziif 95 % i 3%

All of the verbs in this dictionary show the past tense, past participle, and present
participle. For regular verbs, the past tense and the past participle are the same, so
you will sec only one word before the present participle, like at the entry
burp /bap/ [ v.i. burped, burping]. Here burped is both the past tense and the
past participle. R E M PR RAHHEH ST XX X0 AMBES R, AW iE
B 3 UM 20 R — B3R, BT LR & B BB A 2 3 R — A 3ia, ik B 1)
& burp /bap/ [v. i. burped, burping]. X & burped B & i F 2 £ if £ 45 .

Sometimes the past participle and the past tense are not the same. If they are dif-
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ferent, you will see them both:break’' /breik/ [ v. broke, broken, breaking]. Broke
is the past tense and broken is the past participle. & Bt it &AM X IFAHE .
BENAREE, AR ERSE B : break! /breik/ [v. broke, broken, breaking].
broke J& it % 3 , broken &3 F= 437 .

The present participle is always the last special form you see, like talk! /tok/ [ v.
talked, talking] or drink'/dripk/ [ v.drank, drunk, drinking]. Bl 78 4317 & 2R &
FMRE—-NEBERER, B, ealk!/tok/ [v. talked, talking] =X drink' /drigk/
[v.drank, drunk, drinking].

Some irregular verbs do not change their form for the past tense and the past parti-
ciple. You will see all of the forms for these verbs, like cut!/kat/ [v. t. cuts,
cut, cut, cutting] . H L AMM 1A LT LA IFAREZL. IREF
FX LR BT A LR BN . cut! /kat/ [v. 1. cuts, cut, cut, cutting] .

Many verbs that end with a -y are difficult to spell. When a verb ends with a -y,
you will see the third person singular (the form for he, she, or it) to help you with
the right spelling. For example, carry / 'kari/ [ v.t. carries, carried, carrying].
HEL-y SRR ERRA EME. 83 -y 4R A shiE e, /R4 F 35X £ 318 4
= AR HOE K (he.she 5 it Frxd pf 9 8h iR L ), B FIREHEHBBE . 6
tn: carry / 'kari/ [v. t. carries, carried, carrying].

Many verbs double the last consonant for the past tense and the past participle.
You will see the third person singular (the form for ke, she, or it) for these verbs to

tell you that the last consonant is not doubled there. For example,
drip /dnp/ [v. drips. dripped. dripping] . iF £ 3hi7 748 it £ R Flit &£ 4 ia e, B
MERE—THEFE. RSB E3IEE = AR HEIE K (he.she 3 it Fxd
g 20, & kR — 1M T FHEANE K. #la. drip /dip/ [v. drips,
dripped, dripping].

Look at page 768 for more information about irregular verbs. £ .25 768 71 8 £ )
AHN B iEfE R .

Special Forms of Nouns ZiAHESHER

To make a regular noun plural, you add an -s. Some nouns do not have a regular plu-
ral form. If the plural form of a noun is irregular, or if it could be confusing, the
form is shown, like baby /'beibi/ [ n.c. babies]. #11| % 7 2r & # = B, R 2400
b-s, REZFABAAMUGEBOER. R - ZANEBEERXRAR N, R
HERERXES=ERE, MWEEHER K 25 t, H . baby /bebi/ [n. c.
babies] .

15 Look up these words. Draw a circle around the correct plural form.
AFXLRE, FERNEIEER LEE,
1. boss (bosses> boses

. child children childs childes

. life lifes lives lifs

. sister-in-law sister-in-laws sisters-in-law

. sheep sheeps sheepes
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