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Unit One

The Origin of Man

---".::- Part I Eséays on Theme

Free Writing §
p |

How many versions of the creation of mankind do you know? Choose one of them and write

it down in details.

[0 Passage One

—

The Story of Mankind
By H. W. Van Loon

Early man did not know what time meant. He kept no records of birthdays or wedding
anniversaries or the hour of death. He had no idea of days or weeks or even years. But in a
general way he kept track of the seasons for he had noticed that the cold winter was invari-
ably followed by the mild spring — that spring grew into the hot summer when fruits ripened
and the wild ears of corn were ready to be eaten and that summer ended when sudden gusts
of wind swept the leaves from the trees and a number of animals were getting ready for the

long hibernal sleep.

But now, something unusual and rather frightening had happened. Something was the
matter with the weather. The warm days of summer had come very late. The fruits had not
ripened. The tops of the mountains which used to be covered with grass now lay deeply
hidden underneath a heavy burden of snow.

Then, one morning, a number of wild people, different from the other creatures that lived in
that neighbourhood, came wandering down from the region of the high peaks. They looked lean
and appeared to be starving. They uttered sounds which no one could understand. They seemed
to say that they were hungry. There was not food enough for both the old inhabitants and the
newcomers. When they tried to stay more than a few days there was a terrible battle and whole
families were killed. The others fled back to their mountain slopes and died in the next blizzard.

But the people in the forest were greatly frightened. All the time the days grew shorter
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and the nights grew colder than they ought to have been.

Finally, in a gap between two high hills, there appeared a tiny speck of greenish ice.
Rapidly it increased in size. A gigantic glacier came sliding downhill. Century old trees were
crushed into kindling wood. And then it began to snow.

It snowed for months and months. All the plants died and the animals fled in search of
the southern sun. Man hoisted his young upon his back and followed them. But he could not
travel as fast as the wilder creatures and he was forced to choose between quick thinking or
quick dying. He seems to have preferred the former for he has managed to survive the terrible
glacial periods which upon four different occasions threatened to kill every human being on
the face of the earth.

In the first place it was necessary that man clothe himself lest he freeze to death. He
learned how to dig holes and cover them with branches and leaves and in these traps he
caught bears and hyenas, which he then killed with heavy stones and whose skins he used as
coats for himself and his family.

Next came the housing problem. This was simple. Many animals were in the habit of
sleeping in dark caves. Man now followed their example, drove the animals out of their warm
homes and claimed them for his own.

Even so, the climate was too severe for most people and the old and the young died at a
terrible rate. Then a genius bethought himself of the use of fire. Once, while out hunting, he
had been caught in a forest-fire. He remembered that he had been almost roasted to death by
the flames. Thus far fire had been an enemy. Now it became a friend. A dead tree was
dragged into the cave and lighted by means of smouldering branches from a burning wood.
This turned the cave into a cozy little room.

And then one evening a dead chicken fell into the fire. It was not rescued until it had been well
roasted. Man discovered that meat tasted better when cooked and he then and there discarded one
of the old habits which he had shared with the other animals and began to prepare his food.

In this way thousands of years passed. Only the people with the cleverest brains survived.
They had to struggle day and night against cold and hunger. They were forced to invent
tools. They learned how to sharpen stones into axes and how to make hammers. They were
obliged to put up large stores of food for the endless days of the winter and they found that
clay could be made into bowls and jars and hardened in the rays of the sun. And so the glacial
period, which had threatened to destroy the human race, became its greatest teacher because

it forced man to use his brain.

_] Reading Comprehension

I. Paraphrase: explain the two underlined sentences in the passage in your own words.

1. Paraphrase:
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2. Paraphrase:

Il. Summarization: which of the following statements can best summarize the key idea of
the passage?
1. The ancestors of human beings had encountered numerous difficulties.
2. The cold weather had somewhat compelled our ancestors and other animals to move to

the south.
3. It is because of our ancestors’ abilities to think and adapt to new situations that human

beings finally survive.
4. After our ancestors had found solutions to housing problems, they became the king of

the animal kingdom.
5. Cold and hunger had been two major problems threatening human beings’ life.

Key:

Ill. Read the passage and answer the following questions.

1. What did early man know about “time”? How did they know seasons?

2. What happened when two groups of people met?

3. Why were the people in the forest greatly frightened?

4. What happened when it began to snow?
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5. What skills that Man mastered in jungle life have been mentioned in this passage?

6. What were the strengths of animals but Man did not have?

7. When all the plants died, what did Man do along with other animals?

8. How did Man get his home?

9. Was the climate mild for Man?

10. How did Man find the fire as a tool?

11. What qualities do you think help Man survive the jungle life?

-l Language Work

. Fill in the blanks with the following words and phrases. Change the form where necessary.

C hoist  claim  flame  smolder cozy  be obligedto  roast )
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1. They the patient onto the operating table.
2. The fire was still ______ but without flames.
3. The wealthy guy that he is bankrupt.
4. She invited all her friends to her home last Friday.
5. _ turkey is a dish every family has to have on Thanksgiving.
6. Asamother,she __ send her kids to school.

7. The logs in the fireplace burst into

Il. Locate the following words from the passage, and make up new sentences by yourself.

[ invariably lest in the habit of by means of in search of on the face of )

l11. Fill in the blanks based on the passage.
1....and the wild ____ were ready to be eaten and that summer ended when sudden
swept the leaves from the trees.
2. Finally,ina_____ between two high hills, there appeared a tiny speck of greenish ice.
3. But he could not travel as fast as the wilder ___ and he was forced to choose

between or

4. Even so, the climate was too for most people and the old and the young
died

5. Man discovered that meat tasted better when cooked and he then and there
one of the old habits ...

6. ... they found that could be made into bowls and hardened in the

rays of the sun.

1 writing skil

Style Introduction: Process (I)

Definition

A process essay is a description of a procedure, a step-by-step analysis and explanation of a
process. Many tasks that we do every day are processes that we follow in a certain order.
However, we seldom realize we are doing process “working”; we just do it with no awareness of

the process.
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‘gExercises

1. List the events that are mentioned as the consequence that they were talking about in
the passage.

Event 1:

Event 2:

Event 3:

Event 4:

Event 5:

Event 6:

Event 7:
Event 8:

Event 9:

Highlights of the Events
In a process essay, we don’t need to introduce every step in details. Decisions have to be

made on which steps to highlight.

2. Read the passage again, and decide which of the events from the above exercise is

introduced in details.
Key:

Connectives in the Passage

Connectives, or linking words, are frequently used to help link ideas, sentences and paragraphs.
Different style of essay tends to employ various lists of words. Connectives applied in the style of

process are usually a list of words indicating consequence.

Showing the Sequence

first of all first(ly) second(ly) third(ly) lastly
finally eventually last but not least

Showing the Time

after before as as soon as when while once since
whenever till until only when no sooner ... than during

following no later than  meanwhile  then  afterwards
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3. Read the passage and circle the connectives showing sequence or time.

[0 Passage Two

10

11

12

The Story of Creation

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth had no form. It was
empty, covered with darkness and water. Then the Spirit of God hovered over the water, and
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good.

Then He divided the light from the darkness. God called the light “day”, and the darkness
he called “night”". And the evening and the morning were the first day.

Then God said. “Let there be a great expanse of air to divide the waters below from the
waters above.”

And God called the expanse “heaven.” And the evening and the morning were the
second day.

Then God said, “Let the water under the heaven be gathered together in one place, and
let the dry land appear,” and it happened.

And God called the dry land “earth”; and the gathering together of the waters He called
“seas”: and God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth produce grass, and
herbs, and fruit trees, all yielding after their own kind,” and it happened; and God saw that it
was good. And the evening and the momning were the third day.

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the heavens; and let them be for signs and seasons,
and for days, and years.” God made two great lights; the sun to rule by day and the moon to
rule by night. He also made the stars.

And He set them all in the heavens to give light upon the earth; and God saw that it was
good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

Then God said, “Let the waters abound with living creatures, and let birds fly above the

earth.” So God created great whales and everything that moves in the water, and winged
animals — all these producing after their kinds; and God saw that it was good. And He
blessed them, saying. *‘Be fruitful, and multiply.” And the evening and the morning were the
fifth day.

Then God said. “Let the earth be filled with living creatures.” So He made the animals on
the earth, the cattle, and everything that crawls upon the earth — all producing after their
kinds; and God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, after Our likeness.” And the Lord God

formed man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul.
So God created man in His own image; and He created them male and female. God

named the first man Adam: then later Adam called the woman, Eve.
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_l Reading Comprehension

I. Paraphrase: explain the two underlined sentences in the passage in your own words.

1. Paraphrase:

2. Paraphrase;

Il. Summarization: which of the following key words can best summarize the main idea of
the passage? Circle the ones that you think are appropriate.

(Creation God human the world heaven earth animals day night grass herbs )

Key:

Ill. Read the passage and answer the following questions.

1. What are believed to be the origin of Man?

2. What are the relations between Man and other creatures?

3. How did God create men and women?

4. What do you think of the story in Bible?
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IV. Fill out the chart below based on the passage you’ve just read,

s e e .

The number of the day

The Ist day
The 2nd day
The3rdday
The 4th day

The 5th day
The 6th day

The 7th day

V. Based on the chart above, you will retell the story of creation in your own words, with

connectives listed in the Writing Skill of passage one.

- Language Work

1. Fill in the blanks with the following words and phrases. Change the form where necessary.

L

N=Re B N B R S .

]

multiply Sfruitful  crawl hover yield expanse herb
bless image breath

. The viruses within the body.

. This farm enough fruit to meet all our needs.

.Hehadalongand ______ career as a research chemist.

. The helicopter over the building.

. The little baby has been ____ on the floor all day long.

.Icannotgivemy___ to such a proposal.

. Heavy smoking makes him out of

. This poem has a lot of

. The last ten years saw the ____ of the school system.

O.Heistreatedby __ remedies.
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-l Writing skin

“-ing” Participle Clause

I. Study the following sentences and underline the “-ing” participle clauses.

1. Let the earth produce grass, and herbs, and fruit trees, all yielding after their own kind.
2. So God created great whales and everything that moves in the water, and winged
animals — all these producing after their kinds.

I1. Rewrite the following sentences using “-ing” participle clause.

1. Walking into the room, I saw Grandpa. He was sitting at the desk.

2. The last bus had gone. We had to walk home.

3. There was nothing else to do. We left the classroom.

4. Their room was on the third floor. Its window overlooked the sports ground.

5. He guided her. They stumbled through the street.

6. We redoubled our efforts. Each man worked like two.
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7. The new product has been tested several times. It will be put into mass production soon.

8. The tasks had been finished ahead of time. They decided to go on holiday.

9. Henry Adams ran from the room. Cold shivers ran down his spine.

10. She stood back and looked at him. Her face smiled radiantly.




