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A Compare to the Path and Constraints of Governmental Institution
And Its Transition in Modermn Between China and Occident

Abstract

The genetic times of governmental institution of archaic China and Greco-Roman is
very similar, but why the Greco-Roman style of governmental institution can developed to
the path of democracy, and the China’s style only developed to path of autarchy? What
key factors bring the both institutional paths? Moreover, why the occident states can re-
sume the democratic path and develop the modem democratic institution of government af-
ter going through the monarchy? And why it is so difficulties to achieve the institutional
transition in modern China? Political Science and Public Administration must research and
respond all of these questions. This dissertation will undertake the study by the approaches
of institutional analysis and institutional compare and the theory of path dependent.My
studies and opinions includes following:

(i) The genetic paths of govemmental institution of archaic China and Greco-Roman
are different, archaic China’s path is the style of absolute monarchy, but the Greco-Ro-
man’s path is the style of republicanism.The former has been characterized by appoint of
ruler and bureaucracy and for all of their life, and centralized monist pattem.The vote
ruler and bureaucracy and limited tenure, and decentralization of powers have character-
ized the later.I consider that the both paths were not distinguished during the form of
state, but during the primeval institutions.The Chiefdom Institution (B§ 3| BE) in
China primeval society had characterized the absolute monarchy.

(ii) The first character of state is to divide resident according the zone.I think that
the ways and process of breaching the limit of zone between archaic China and Greco-Ro-
man is different, when state had been forming. Archaic China had breached the limit of
zone by keeping the kin inside the clan, but for Greco-Roman, the breakthrough of zone is
by cutting off the kin and the clan. The difference of the first character leads the difference
of the second character of state that is the“Public Power” .In Greco-Roman, the public
power was developing the civil right and the path of “the dominion run by citizens” , but in
archaic China, the“Public Power” was developing the individual power inside kin and the
clan, and finally developing the path of“the dominion run by emperor” .

(iii) In archaic China, because the land and the kin or the clan was not divided,
the institution of feudatory could not put into practice forever and developed the institution
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of private land. But in Greco-Roman, it promotes the contract of obligation and right that
land and kin was divided, and the contract made that the institution of feudatory could
carry out forever and was developing to the privatization of land institution. I consider that
the distinction of land institution leads the two paths of governmental institutions: one is
the path of the only one emperor and centralized monist pattern; another path is the re-
public of multi-rulers and decentralization. The difference between archaic China and Gre-
co-Roman resulted from the institution of primeval society.But anyway, the reform had
the functions to lead the path of governmental institution to meet with the needs of ruler or
the demands of the common people.

(iv) A compare studies to the model of cognizing and thinking the governmental in-
stitution between Chinese and Occidental is the important part of this dissertation. First,
as far as how to cognize to the origin of government and the essence of the power, Chi-
nese used to regard that the government is the result of God selecting the emperor, so the
power come from the God and must belong the individual of emperor who is the sun of
God, and to limited the power rely on mainly the emperor-self and to check is sec-
ondary. Occidental generally consider that the government is established by the agreement
of all citizens for over the natural situation of confusion, the precondition of agreement is
that all citizens have the capacity and the right of participation, and so to limit the power
rely on the check and balance.Second, apropos of cognizing to the role and status of the
dominator, governor and common people in the political system, in Chinese eye, the
emperor is the sun of God; the governors are the liegemen for serving the emperor; and
the common people are the children of emperor (father) for enjoy the love of emperor. But
in Occidental eye, the dominator is a archon voted by citizens; the governors are the of-
ficers for dividing the work; and the common people are the citizens who have the right of
voting and voted, and have the obligation of participating the public affairs. Finally, for
the thinking of the institutional design and setting, in archaic China, individual is re-
garded as one leech on to a meshwork that there is an order of hierarchy. All of rulers,
reformers, and the designers of institution believe that everyone can find his/her status
and follow the order in the meshwork by moralizing. In the meshwork, the key regulation
is come from the family order that the sun must submit to father, so almost of conflicts
can be resolved in the meshwork that imbued with the family feelings and family relation-
ship, because the state is the enlarger of family and family is the reduction of
state. Moreover, in the meshwork, the political power and political status decide the right
of property and the number of riches. Contrast to China, occidental take the individual as

a self-help man or women who has independent personality under any institution, his/her
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status rely on his/her living ability and riches. The relationships between individual and
individual must be kept in the contract and the law; only the law can avoid the unfair for
feelings. There is not “Angel” in the world, therefore, anyone even if the ruler and
governor of government must be limited and constrained by law. The functions of law also
protect the private property not only constraints the behaviors. In the occidental world, the
property is most important; it decides other right including the political power.

(v) The process of institutional transition is the process of reform or revolution. The
process permeated the conflicts and struggle between the new institution and the old insti-
tution. The old governmental institution has the function of constraint the thinking model of
the innovational actor, the mobilization of reform or revolution and the cost of reform or
revolution. The final role of this dissertation is to compare the two types of institutional
transition between China and Europe in modern.One is the transition from the medieval
monarchy and come back to the archaic republic institution; one is the transition to break
the path of absolute autarchy that continues for several centuries. For the type of Europe,
the revolutions of England and France is the symbol of done of institutional transition, but
the strive for institutional transition is to through middle ages.The democratic relic and
idea influenced the life model of the citizens during middle ages, and the Renaissance
had resumed all conventions of classic civilization of polis activities. Why the revolutions of
England and France can established the constitutional monarchy and the republican insti-
tution, an important reason is the every little bit of struggle for the right of citizens and
the Renaissance. The institutional transition of Europe is to relative to the medieval monar-
chy, if relative to the Greco-Roman, it is to renew the tradition of democracy.So, the
transition of Europe is the comeback of traditional institution. On contrary, the institution-
al transition of China is to break the old path.Because of lack of democratic tradition in-
cluding the idea and habit, it is very difficulties to achieve the institutional transition by
migrating the democratic institution from outside. Even if the new governmental institution
of China has been established, the constraints and influence of traditional path of abso-
lute autarchy still continue.The situation demonstrates that it is a very long-term to con-
struct the political civilization including the democratic institution and to transcend thor-
oughly the old path of institution in China.

Key words: Govemnmental Institution, Institutional Path, ' Institutional Transition,
Constraint
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