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Preface

Modernization is the only way leading to a country’s prosperity and
strength. No country can become prosperous and strong without undergoing
it, as we can see it in the case of Great Britain, America, Japan .as well as
China.

However, China is different from any other countries. It has the largest
population in the world. Moreover, the great majority of its total population is
farmers.

This is a simple fact, yet it is a fundamental problem. Since China has
formed a dominant farming culture since thousands of years ago and has a large
number of farmers, it determines that China’s modernization can never be re-
alized simply through a movement like the Renaissance or the Industrial Revo-
lution. However, no matter how great the difficulty is, it must be over-
come. Without the modernization of the agriculture, the countryside and the
farmers, there will be no modernization of China.

The basic realities of the country decide that China’s modernization must
follow its own path. One important characteristic of this path is to develop
modern agriculture, build a new countryside and train modern farmers so that
it can realize the overall development of the county, and further achieve the
integration of urban and rural areas, and finally realize the country’s modern-
ization.

In the Biography of Qing Bu of the Records of the Historian, it says that
“If the counties are in good order, the whole nation will be peaceful” . In Chi-

na, the county, as a combination of the city and the country, has unique sta-
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tus and influence. On the one hand, it is the stretch of the city to the coun-
try. It is a platform for the city to connect with the country’s materials and
spirit. It is where various elements of the city ranging from policies to fashion
converge, thus it is the place where the city imposes its immediate influence
on the country. On the other hand, it is the only path leading the country to
the city. It is the transferring station and distributing center of the country’s
logistics, population, customs and culture to flow and spread outwards. The
development of counties is part of the development of the countryside, repre-
sents the development of the countryside and determines the development of
the countryside.

Hence, recently more and more people have spared no pains to make sug-
gestions for the development of counties. And hence, the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China officially used the concept of “county” and
called on to “expand county economies” in the 16th NCCPC. And later, in the
3rd Plenary Session of the 16th CPC Central Committee, the idea of “devoting
major efforts to developing county economies” was stressed again. And in the
Report to the 17th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, it put
forward that “To increase farmers’ income, we will develop rural enterprises,
expand county economies, and transfer rural labor out of farming through va-
rious channels” .

But the development of counties can’t be realized in a mobile mode, nor
can it be achieved by using indiscriminately one mode or multiple modes. The
Imbalance of economic development, diversification of history and culture,
disaffinity of geographical locations as well as varieties of development con-
cepts and leaders determine the complexity and diversity of modes for county
development.

As a result, in China, people may see a lot of county development modes
or patterns which share common development themes in spite of their unique-
ness and distinctness. For example, Sunan, Wenzhou, Zhujiang, Jiyuan,
Yiwu, etc, none of them are not embodiment of the creative development

spirit; none of them are not forth goers of region development; none of them



are not good examples of county development. However, no one can copy
their development modes and apply them to the whole society. This is the
difference.

Thus, the purpose of the discussion on county development in this book
is not to recommend a development mode for people to follow or to create a de-
velopment pattern which can be cloned to the whole society. The author hopes
that by the explanation of one specific country’s development, people can get
a better understanding of agricultural modernization and building a new coun-
tryside, county economies and county development so that they can find out
what is in common in county development. And consequently, they can do
their best in coordinating and dealing with the various conflicts confronted in
county development and realize fast and sound county development.

So thinking, the author chooses Ling County of Dezhou in Shandong
Province.

Located in the west of Shandong Province and the east of China, Ling
County is a very common county. But it is just its commonness that makes the
county itself highly representative. From a static point of view, Ling County is
similar to most of other counties in China in the aspects of population distribu-
tion, economic development level, technologies, administration and society,
etc. From a dynamic point of view, Ling County has been undergoing fast so-
cial and economic development in recent years. As a result, all walks of life in
the society can share in the benefits of the innovation and development. How-
ever, like other counties, the challenges it faces in the development progress
are worthy of our attention.

The author has made an all-round observation and thinking on Ling Coun-
ty in multiple aspects such as economic development, social progress, envi-
ronment protection, legal system construction and organizational guaran-
tee. Of course, the outcome of the observation and thinking is manifold. The
author thinks its value lies in that it tries to explain the following ideas by
facts:

For the development of counties, we must change the traditional way of

Preface
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thinking and construct development strategies in accordance with the idea of
balancing urban and rural development.

For the development of counties, we especially need to bring into play of
regional advantages and optimize the allocation of all kinds of resources.

For the development of counties, we must build a resource-conserving
and environment-friendly society and achieve sustainable development.

County development is all-round and concrete social and economic devel-
opment. Any abstract discussion on county economies can’t be convincing.

Of course, there are far more ideas than the above-mentioned, the dis-
covery of which needs more communication of thoughts and meetings of great
minds.

It is worthy of note that this book is not a popular reading which caters to
fashion trends. Rather it is the product by the joint efforts of a group of beople
who study something in order to apply it in reality and earnestly practice what
they advocate; it is the fruit of labor of a group of people who cherish the same
ideals and take the same cause.

There is a saying to the effect that knowledge can upgrade one’s life. The
author firmly believes that only when one links his personal destiny closely
with his nation’s fate can his life be more worthy.

As for the question whether or not the author has succeeded in applying
what he has learned to solving the most urgent problems facing China, it is at

readers’ judgment.
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