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CAPSULE SUMMARY

The History of Beijing Art can be divided into 5 parts: Pre-Yuan
Period, Yuan Dynasty, Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty, and the modern
period. Covering painting, calligraphy, architecture, sculpture, as well
as arts and crafts, the book tells the developing history of Beijing art in
chronological order, from prehistoric times to the Republic of China.
The author aims to research the artistic masterpieces, reveal the forgotten
artists, artworks and related affairs, and consequently draw a clear
outline of Beijing art.

This book takes the investigation of the regional features of Beijing
art as its academic duty. One of the difficulties in writing this book lies
in that Beijing’s representativeness, plenteousness and centricity as the
capital weaken the feature of its regional art, which tends to superimpose
with Chinese art history due to Beijing’s strong modeling effect. What’s
more, the complex communication between countries, nations, the capital
and other cities, and the palace and the folk, all become the promoter
of Beijing art in the changing and blending of different scenes. This
communication rise and fall with time going on, which makes history of
art development more complicated. There is a national and international
communication clue in Beijing art, which can be found in the art
creation. It draws the outline of the magnificent art communication and
reflects the conflicting history between domestic and foreign arts.

From the prehistoric times to Liao and Jin Dynasties, the
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development of Beijing art depended largely on the central authority.
The communication and collision between cultures of nomadic tribes
and Central Plains were extremely sharp. Beijing became the political
and cultural centre during the Yuan Dynasty. Because of the multi-
cultural and multi-racial circumstances, art-related activities flourished.
The move of capital in 1421 made Beijing the centre under the control of
Han nationality. The construction of Forbidden Palace in Ming Dynasty
exploited to its full potential the art of Chinese architecture, sculptures,
paintings, calligraphy and arts and crafts of the 15th century. Beijing
art became the paragon in both quality and style. Ming Dynasty was
the period when Beijing art began to take shape. Many typical kinds
and styles in Qing Dynasty began to come into being in Ming Dynasty.
Beijing art of Qing Dynasty experienced the ethnic intermixing again.
Excellent artisans from various places and nations gathered in Beijing.
Artisans with royal tastes were chosen to create the splendid palace art
which became the mainstream of Beijing art. In the later stage of Qing
Dynasty, Beijing art turned to be over-elaborated and stylized. Though
short the period of the Republic of China was, its art was of great
changes. The New Culture Movement made Beijing art a center where
tradition and innovation collided with each other.

Through the discussion of the history and regional style, we can find
both the differences between eras and the comparison between different
regions. The discussion of the regional characters also coincides with the
comparison between the Southern and Northern China, the capital and
other cities, the royal palace and the folk, and even the East and the West.
Being a part of the nation, the popularity and specialty of Beijing art are

important references for the writing of the national art history. '

B | Translated by Dong Xinxin.
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