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PREFACE

The year 2002 saw the publication of Science Popularization Report of China 2002 contributed
by the China Research Institute for Science Popularization. As it is the first report of the kind,
compilers collected materials covering the evolution of China’s science popularization dating back
from 2001, while laying weight on illustrating and analyzing, in a systematic and all — inclusive
way, developmental conditions of science popularization in diverse relevant sectors, and the role
and accountability that SP was playing in economic and social progress in recent previous years.
Thus the report was shaped characteristically into a comprehensive one. Since its publication,
Science Popularization Report of China 2002 has been welcomed by the related governmental

departments and the various circles of the society.

This year after 2002, we start our schedule to produce science popularization report in an
annual manner. Science Popularization Report of China 2003 is constructed on the basis
of the promulgation of the Law of the People’ s Republic of China on Popularization of
Science and Technology. It gives a picture of the development and status of the science
popularization enterprise in this country during the year when the said law was put into ef-
fect and administered in full — scale efforts. Beginning with “Summary” as its overview
exposition, the report is broken down into eight parts in discussion of the present condi-
tion of China’s science popularization.
— Highlights of Science Popularization Events in 2002

—— Major Science Popularization Engagements in 2002

Science Popularization Capacity Construction

Science Popularization Theoretical Studies

—— Experts’ Perception on Science Popularization

— (ase Studies

—— Chronicle of Science Popularization Events with Local Associations for Science
and Technology and Some National Societies

— Appendices

The promulgation of the law mentioned above has unfolded a much broad perspective view
for the science popularization engagement. The year 2002 witnessed the vigorous strides
of the enterprise in China. New features, novelties and fresh elements kept turning up.

Materials collectable were extensive and overwhelming. During the constructing process of
. 3 .



this report, we dearly wished we had laid our hands on them and had them woven into
records. Nevertheless, we must cling to the style and framework of the report in its sense
of yearly pattern, so we refrained ourselves from making overall examination of each as-
pect of the whole situation. Instead we drew our focus on those major events, significant
activities that took place within the scope of last year, as well as those hot spots of SP ca-
pacity construction and theoretical studies. By doing so, we intend to bring our readers a

much clearer focused profile of the situation.

Science Popularization Report of China 2003 was completed under the concern and guid-
ance of the Secretariat of the China Association for Science and Technology together with
the combined positive support from the Publicity Department of the CPC Central Commit-
tee, the Ministry of Science and Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and National
Natural Science Foundation of China. It is also an elaborate outcome of close cooperation
between the compilers and the independent establishments under the CAST in its science
popularizing sector and the affiliated associations. We would like herewith to extend our

sincere thanks to all of them.

The China Research Institute for Science Popularization is going to produce Science Popu-
larization Report of China hence forth year by year. In the coming versions, research ef-
forts will be strengthened when dealing with the condition of the nation’ s science popular-
ization, and the undertakings and engagements in SP field will be depicted and reviewed in
a more scientific way. The reports ought to grow gradually into series of output of re-
search accomplishments. We expect Science Popularization Report of China to become
prestigious in the circle of science popularization. May it serve as a source of reliable infor-
mation for the benefit of macroscopic management and policy making in regard of SP en-
terprise, a source of referential value for grass roots SP workers to resort to, and a source
of solid materials in aid of studies of the status and development of this country’s science
popularization. May it survive as worthy documentary record in the history of science pop-

ularization of China.

Finally, we sincerely hope our readers to provide criticism and suggestions after reading

this book.

Science Popularization Report of China
Compilation Panel

QOctober, 2003
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