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PREFACE

It has been a long-standing history for the Chinese people to come to have an
understanding of plant fossils. Although there is room left for doubt at present as to
how long the history involved would be traced back, and who was the first to have
discovered plant remains in China, the finding on record of some fossil stems
belonging to the Equisetales in a locality of Yanchuan (Yenchow), northern Shaanxi
(Shensi) by a great man of learning named SHEN Kuo (1031-1095) in the Northern
Song Dynasty, is worth recording in letters of gold, since he made known his finding
with pertinent explanation of the fossil plants in his famous voluminous work
(Meng-Xi-Bi-Tan, i.e. Dream Pool Essays) (Vol. 21) and named them fossil “bamboo
shoots” (namely the pith-casts of Neocalamites). This is not only the earliest valuable
palaeobotanical literature of China, but also one of the epoch-making events in the
palaeobotanical field of the world. It was in the fifteenth century, more than 400
years later than Shen Kuo, that the well-known Italian artist and naturalist, Leonardo
da Vinci (1452-1519) happened first to learn that the fossils are actually remains of
organic lives, and have nothing to do with “lusus naturae”.

Nevertheless, the plant fossils treated as an important material for scientific
studies began in China relatively later than in many other countries. Should we take
the paper “Description of plant fossils from the Chinese coal-bearing rocks”, written
by J. S. NEWBERRY in 1865, as a starting point dealing with the Chinese plant
remains, there would be only a historical record of 135 years. In the first half of this
period, the corrupt feudal bureaucratic ruling class of the old China did not pay
attention to scientific studies. At that time, all palaeobotanical works were made by
foreign scholars and published in different periodicals or scientific magazines in such
languages as English, French, German, Japanese, Russian, Italian, Danish and
Swedish. There was little knowledge about such studies to us Chinese people. It was
not until 1915 that the venerable geologist V. K. TING (1887-1936) made the first
collection of Devonian plants from Qujin (Kiitsing), eastern Yunnan. In 1923, a paper
entitled “A preliminary note on some younger Mesozoic plants from Shantung” was
published in the Bulletin of the Geological Survey of China, written by one of our
senior geologists and palaeontologists, T. C. CHOW (1893-1967), which is known as
the first paper dealing specially with Chinese plant fossils written by a Chinese
scientist. Later in 1930-1933, Dr. H. C. SZE (1901-1964), in his capacity as a visiting
student mainly for palaeobotanical researches in Western Europe, published in
succession a number of important papers on the Palaeozoic and Mesozoic plants of
China. These contributions made a significant change in the situation when foreign
specialists manipulated nearly all the scientific researches in the palacobotanical
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field.

In the days before the founding of New China, there were, however, a few
palaeobotanists with a small number of papers mostly being published in foreign
languages. Results from these studies were still far from being able to put into
practical use in our country. Since the founding of New China in 1949, along with
the growing demands in the socialist construction, the rapid development of
geological prospecting and the greater attention paid by our Party to the study of
natural science, such as palaeontology and stratigraphy. Palaecobotany, as an
independent subject of science, has brought about new advances in China. This is
shown by a comprehensive accumulation of plant fossil materials, the application of
up-to-date research facilities, and the growing number of scientific workers. The
sporo-pollen analyses which were known to begin only in the early 50’s of the 20®
century, are of special mention; and a little later, studies on Pre-Cambrian
microbiology including stromatolites and such phytoplankton remains as
dinoflagellates, silicoflagellates, and calcareous fossil algae were carried out one after
another. Being rather useful for coal and petroleum prospecting as well as regional
geological mapping, these works all have received special attention. Since the early
60s of the 20" century, the accumulation of literature of Chinese palacobotany and
palynology has gone on at such a rapid pace that a pressing need of bibliography on
this subject has been keenly felt by the palacobotanists and specialists of related
sciences both at home and abroad. In 1981, we printed the Bibliography of Chinese
Palaeobotany (in Chinese and western languages) which contains about 750 titles of
papers on palaeobotany published before the end of 1980, including publications on
fossil pollen and spores, algae and other plant microfossils. It is the first professional
and comprehensive bibliography of Chinese palacobotany that has met the needs of
colleagues of palaecobotany and related fields. In view of the incompleteness of
collection in our library and the pressed time and insufficient experience in
compilation, there remained errors and omissions to be corrected and supplemented.
It was our desire to do these in publishing a revised edition or supplement of the
bibliography. Now, on the occasion commemorating the centenary anniversary of the
birth of Professor H. C. SZE, a more comprehensive bibliography — Chinese
Bibliography of Palaeobotany (Megafossils) (1865-2000) is being planned and
compiled by ZHOU Zhiyan and other colleagues of the Nanjing Institute of Geology
and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Besides making corrections and
supplements, the new bibliography attached more importance to the publications on
megafossil plants publishing during the period of 1981-2000.

It may be argued that it is “old fashion” to compile and publish a bibliography
in the 21 century when sophisticated methods for correspondence and consultation
become prevailing and it will be much easier to obtain useful information or
literatures on Chinese palacobotany with the help of computer and network. All these
new methods, however, must be based on systematic data accumulation and analysis.
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The importance of compiling such a bibliography, therefore, cannot be
underestimated, especially in such academic field as palaeobotany, which is closely
related to both earth and life sciences, and take the regional and historical literatures
as indispensable sources of information. ,

It is expected that the publication of the bibliography will benefit to the research
works on palaeobotany and related fields in China and in this part of the world. It
will also be certain to promote investigations into problems of Chinese palacobotany.

Congratulations on the publication of the bibliography on the occasion of the
centenary anniversary of the birth of my teacher Professor H. C. SZE, and the 50™

anniversary of the founding of the Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palacontology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences.

L Yomgsas_

Nanjing, August 28, 2001
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS AND

NOTES ON THE USE OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

For a long time, the list of Chinese palaeobotanical publications could only be found
scattered in geological bibliographies. In 1981, the staff of the Department of Palacobotany at
the Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palacontology (NIGP), Chinese Academy of Sciences,
compiled the first professional bibliography of Chinese palaeobotany under the guidance of
Professor LI Xingxue. The bibliography contains about 750 entries of articles, books and
monographs on palaeobotany and related fields published before 1980. Although the
bibliography was not officially published, it has been widely used and welcomed by
colleagues both at home and abroad. The present bibliography is a continuation of the same
effort, but special attention is paid to publications on plant megafossils published during the
period of 1981-2000, in addition to make corrections and supplements to the former
bibliography.

Palaeobotany is a multidisciplinary subject including disciplines of microfossils, such as
palynology and phycology, as well as megafossils. In China, researches on plant microfossils
have undergone rapid dévelopment to meet the demands of the geological survey and
exploration of mineral and fossil fuel resources in recent years, and accordingly the
professional bibliographies of palynology and phycology in Chiha have already been
compiled. The present bibliography, therefore, does not include publications on plant
microfossils with the exception of a few papers, especially those dealing with in situ pollen
and spores.

The present bibliography reflects the developmental course of Chinese palaeobotany
from the infancy stage to the present rather flourished time (1865-2000). In recent decades,
from the late seventies of the last century onward, the open policy of China has promoted a
prosperous palaeobotany, which is well representéd by the approximate 2000 articles, books
and monographs published during 1981-2000. It means that during this period, about one
hundred publications on plant megafossils and related fields were published in China per year
on an average account. The figures are more than ten times of those during the period of
1865-1980, which include publications on both plant microfossils and megafossils. ‘

The bibliography contains only entries of published articles, books and monographs.
Unpublished theses, abstracts of symposia and conferences are not included. The

bibliography consists of two parts that are of the same contents, but in Chinese and western
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languages respectively. Each part is further divided into six sections: General palacobotany,
Palaeozoic plants, Mesozoic plants, Cenozoic plants, Related stratigraphy, and Popular
science. To all the titles of publications in Chinese are given English translations (their
original English title is always cited whenever available), and, vice versa, those in other
languages are translated into Chinese. For Chinese publications, most of them bear already a
title or summary of another language (mostly English). These are indicated at the end of the
entries in parentheses, such as (in Chinese with English title) or (in Chinese with English
summary). For western language publications, the original languages of the publications are
also shown in parentheses, e.g. (in English), when translated into Chinese. The entries are
arranged according to the name of author(s), publishing year, and the number of authors if
there are more than one author. In Chinese part the names are arranged based on the number of
strokes of the Chinese characters of the names, while latinized names are in alphabetic order.

For the convenience of consulting original publications and storing or processing the
entries of the bibliography, the names of authors and titles of publications are kept unchanged
and given in full as they were in original publications, but those in Russian and Japanese have
been translated into English. No omissions of authors of joint works and abbreviations of
journal names are made unless the available information is incomplete and the original
publications are inaccessible to us. '

The journal name are translated literally, notwithstanding some of the expressions have
gone out of usage, such as Manchoukuo. The country in which the journal is issued is not
arbitrarily added in translation if it is not a constituent part of the original name. It is, however,
sometimes indicated in parentheses at the end of the journal name. This is for journals
published in different countries but have the same name, for example: Science (USA), Science
(China). A Iist of periodicals and publications that are issued irregularly for palaecobotany and
related fields is given in Appendix 1 both in Chinese and western languages.

The names of foreign authors are generally translated into Chinese by consulting
conventional translation name in dictionaries, with the exception that some have already had
published Chinese names, e.g. FLORIN R (f#2=#k) and CHANEY R W (£kfi¥). In such cases,
their Chinese names remain unaltered even if they are different from conventional translations.
Names of all authors from the China Mainland are latinized with Hanyupinyin (the Phonetic
transcriptions of Chinese characters). According to the Hanyupinyin regulation, Chinese
names should not be given in abbreviated form since 1978. A number of authors had their
latinized names in other systems (e.g. Wade and Giles System), such as HSU J (XU Ren).
While such names are cited unaltered, hames spelled in Chinese Phonetic System are also
given in parentheses. For Chinese authors outside of China Mainland, and authors from some
Eastern Asiatic countries whose names are composed also of Chinese characters, the original
spelling and abbreviated form of their names are maintained, e.g. LEE Cho Min and LAIK'W
(Hong Kong, China). In Appendix 2 — Index of Authors, names spelled with different
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systems can be found.

The compilation of the present bibliography started from late 2000 based mainly on the
collection of publications in the library and of the colleagues at Nanjing Institute of Geology
and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Many colleagues from other institutions or
abroad offered valuable help and assistance during the course of compiling. During the
compilation, Professor LI Xingxue gave the compilers advice and encouragement. Our
colleagues MA Zhengang and others helped with literature-collecting, YANG Xiaoju and QU
Lijun helped with the checking of Appendix 2. The present work was brought to completion
with the financial support from the Major Projects of National Natural Science Foundation of
China (39930020), the Major Basic Research Projects (G2000077700) and the Basic
Research Special Project (2001 DEB20056) of the Ministry of Science and Technology, China,
and the Information Special Project of Knowledge Innovation, CAS (INF105-SDB-1-42).
The directors and the Managing Office of Science & Technology of Nanjing Institute of
Geology and Palaeontology also provided every facility during the compilation. This project
is a true teamwork and cordial gratitude is expressed here to all the above-mentioned
colleagues and institutions. If there is, however, any erroneousness in the bibliography, the
compilers bear the responsibility.

The Compilers

December, 2002



