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Unit T

Background Information

1. Types of Families

As family structure has changed over time, so have expressions that are
used to talk about families. Terms for traditional American family structures in-
clude nuclear family, meaning parents and their related or adopted children, and
extended family, meaning parents, their related or adopted children, other relatives,
and sometimes very close friends that are like family.

A few terms for non-traditional family structures are single-parent family,
where, as the term implies, there is only one parent and his or her children, and
blended family, meaning the combined unrelated children (from previous relation-
ships or marriages) of two people. When a person who has no children marries
somebody with children, it’s sometimes said that the childless person has a ready-
made family.

2. Family Members

People don’t always use the literal terms mother, father, and so on when
talking about family members. They sometimes use colloquial terms such as the
folks, referring to their parents, or my brood, referring to all their children
collectively. American English does not have special words or required forms of
address to show the status or role of family members, as many languages have.
Following are a few more common terms used to refer to family members.

the baby (of a family): the youngest child in the family

in-laws: the parents of one’s spouse

@Unit 1 1




one’s better half: one’s spouse
one’s old man: (slang) one’s father; one’s husband or male partner
one’s old lady: (slang) one’s mother; one’s wife or female partner

- one’s old folks: one’s grandparents

3. Basic Emotions 6f Human Beings

Many psychologists have claimed that certain emotions are more basic than
others, often for very different reasons. According to Arnold, a great psychologist,
basic emotions include anger, aversion, courage, dejection, desire, despair, fear,

hate, hope, love, and sadness.

I. Summary of the Text

A EHZ T HAD AR — B LU RS IR 2 1 . % MLAMAR
B ERAMET KAREH" HEES X, HhILEK A — s R
BB E /NG, X B SR Z, VB B R R
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II. Key Words and Expressions

1. confront
vt. (1) &+, (4&) @& [[F encounter, face]
[ 744 1 On my first day at work, I was confronted with the task of chairing
a meeting. &K F— K LHHEIE EZHF N2 XNGES.
We try to help people confront their problems. &1114 7 8h A
& 2t & g & F AL,
[ 4 /& ] confrontation m. *tiu, #R

2. anguish
n. (BE) #¥, a8, W& [[F agony, pain, torment, suffering, worry ]
[ %44 1 His anguish at the outcome of the court case was very clear. &%
2, x&"%f‘f-éﬁﬁﬁ & R AL R B R F .
e in h & FREMRE T
e adj. Ty, ElEe

3. brief
adj. © 42nfiEl ey, 42449 [[7 short] [ X long, prolonged]
I had a brief look at her report before the meeting. 2 X FF %4 Z 77,
KMk BT — TGRS,
@ fRFey, Hae
The company issued a brief statement about yesterday’s accident.
EAEHERGFHART — 46 5 9.
n. &L
I’ve prepared a brief on the economic situation in China. %, &/ &
T—HXTYREFEHGHZRE.
nbrict WfmEZ, B#£#H W Here are today’s headlines in
brief. X &4 R # F A7 69 &
adv. 2%, BEH

4. qracefully
adv. K&, RIEFRE
When I'm no longer needed, I shall retire gracefully. % R#& % &
REF, HAFR @ BIR,
ik, THEER
B3, AR



[ /&1 graceful adj. k8, HRARFFIRE, K
grace n. &, HBH, RNE, #4d (&)

. touch
. © L--oe A * [Fl concern]
[ %44 ] The environmental problems touch us all. iX & 303 2] # 5 &A1)
Fi A AHRAT XK.
®@ &z, &z [[F affect, movel
[ 74 4 ] The TV report about the children’s work for charity touched thou-
sands of people’s hearts. LALIRE ¥ X FXEILEHAEF
e THITHT T 77 A8,
® & (FRHhHLAe3r1z) 4%, Ak [[F feel, contact, reach]
[ 7 © ] Small children are constantly moving and wanting to touch
everything. ‘N T & Z /A T15, M 2AFRE K,
@ WA, 432 [[§ deal with, handle]
[ %44 ] He was the only lawyer who would touch the case. #.2 " —/& &
S8 % SO ON
® Sf-eeee A %6 [[q] affect, influence]
[ %Y 4 ] The crops were not touched by the early frost. EFK % F 75 49
#h.
[ 382 ] touch down f3fF5; ARk
touch off A, Fl&
touch on / upon & ¥, FA, %3
n @ kg, AR
[ %44 ) 1 found the right coin in the dark by touch. £ 2+, KELA
KRBT AR T
@ B %, 4&f% [[ contact]
[ %4 4 ] We're in close touch with our office in Spain. #&I1F) & 7 & & 3t
TN FELRFAFMAKE .
®@vyE, V¥
[ %44 ] There was a touch of irony in her voice. #7352 8] &4 Rk .
[ 4582 ] a near touch REHBLE, As—4
finishing touch(es) RE#FEK, REHHE
in / out of touch (with ...) &-+---+ KK *XBE, f-eee #A&/
&
[ 4 J& ) touched adj. #BFhHY




touching adj. ZHAl), ASAFRTHH

6. shudder

vi. &3}, 378, X% [[F quiver, shake, tremble ]

[ %44 1 He shuddered when he saw the dead animal. 4.4 JLiX R b2 #9
Her, AR

[ 382 ] shudder to think —#83)----- #®IH (A FTAFTRREBERT
b 69 1)

n. A3, RE, EW

{ 7 © 1 She never recalled without a shudder how her boss had once tried
to kiss her. & 4 = A KK G JofTKE R A4, HEEY
A 9.

7. well
vi. #@LE, &, #E [[Eoutflow]
[ %4 ] Tears welled in my eyes. /B L& 49IRIE,
Anger welled up in me. H#&E&K P AREK.
n. @ % s 7?‘
[ 54 4 ] She lowered her bucket into the well. #&deKA% T35 3|# 2.,
@ ‘R, kR
[ %44 ] He is indeed a well of information. fu4rif ) Z B/ A % .

8. stare off into

Je B LA I 4w BEAL

{ 54 ] She was looking at her late husband’s photo when I walked in.
Seeing me, however, she stared off into the ceiling. i3 &9 8
%, WEAFEHHLRGBA, 2R, FELLR, &
¥ B AMNEB R LB, HmaERLR.

[ 4 & ] stare at BT A& ----- A
stare sb. down / out FTHREABRR%Z
stare sb. into silence A IREFEFEAR D LF
stare sb. up and down EFATEEA
stare sb. in the face YL ZBRAT, FZZABRAT 4 The answer has
been staring us in the face all along! %% 3t.1% /2 AR AT !

9. final
adj. © R T K, R, &L [F unalterable, decisivel

(quf‘s




10.

o

74 4 ] “It’s not my affair,” said he, with a final shrug of the shoulders. 4t

BRETHA, L BRXKGF.”

@ & /& [[F closing, last, terminal, ultimate ]

[ 4282}

[ 17 4 | Is that your final offer? iX & 4k & & 69 3RH5 ?

final demand (HE3249) ﬁf"f’k'ﬁ%* RAMATIE 4o
final / last straw FHREKZRE—F, HeHiTH
in final analysis JaARE] &,

n@/}&?ﬁ

TS B

| Last year we got through to the final. %&$ &1 —¥ 37522 K.
) 1 When do you take your finals? 1R & B4 &K Ao #1452
I semi-final 4"-&%

run / play in the finals Bho R F

prepare for the finals iR SR R

nhave sth

finalist n. RFLF
finalize vt R GHRI RHF) AR, REXT

Uy ady. REH, RIGH
PR . 00 B IR, KRZER”, W When
is your chemistry / French / algebra final? 145 / iki& / R4 F
AL R AAT L 0] ? ale 18 BN E—%, 4R/,
WG —ANRE, 241”7, 1 the finale of a Broadway show & #
IL—H R 6944, grand finale X4 4.

in common

ﬂﬁ#nz&t(&u#naﬁ%ﬁ& % 5 %)

Unit 1

To my surprise, I found I had a lot in common with this stranger. 4~

KLIR R, é&ﬂiiﬂél TAEANEEARTF S LR S,
7514"5/%/75#&/#-(']

U\t nuch / nothing / little in
CEYVES T2

We’re looking into the possibility of merging the two departments.
EAIE AP EXAANITE 6 TATH.



12.

13.

14.

[ 4 J& ] look in (on) NEAZL, 4841719
look on ZM: H4E
look through #159, #4%
look to 382, k%E; &

gently
adv. © #3423, i [[F carefully]
[ %42 1 He lifted the baby gently out of its crib. 3232344 3% F M AL
Y, S I
@ i, BERK, i [[F mildly])
[ % 4 ] She smiled gently at me. ##AKFER—%.
@ ##7# [[F] gradually ]
[ %4 ] The road sloped gently to the sea. t3&i%#7@) & A M4+ T .
[ & ] gentle adj. A4, BFEe; Ry
gentleness n. BIR, F1, FA=

whisper

vt. & vi. 1&7 3, Fi& [ murmur] [ shout]

[ %4 1 The two girls were whispering in the library. iX# /%3 A H #
18 BAK B g
James leaned over to whisper something to Michael. /& #§-+]it
FEELFETEHA,

vt. A TF#, 453 % [[F] spread]

[ %4 1 His adventures have been whispered everywhere. #6649 5§42 5
AWALTFTEHAFT.

n. @ Fi&, 1%#% [[F murmur]

[ # 4 1 She said it in a whisper. #AK % 33 T XHF.

@ #zE, 4™ [JA gossip, rumor]

[ % % 1 I’'ve heard a whisper that they’re heading for divorce. X% %|4%
WAL E B 4G,

[ 7 A ] whisperer n. 1&REHEHA; BARIENGA; £FFH

hand in hand
FEF, BoH, G4
[ 4% 1 Power and money go hand in hand. BRA=4X% =T 4.
[ 4 J& ] shoulder to shoulder A H#A; HALE—%
neck and neck #%FI; RHoLETF

(u-ufi 7



eyeball to eyeball [[1]@std, AHFRT, xhx
from mouth to mouth J 2 A4
heart to heart W&, I3k
head-to-head n. #¥HBEYGFER / %+
a. FEFEABEY, TABLTH

15. conspicuously
adv. T3, A3 [[F] noticeably, outstandingly, prominently ]
[ %) 4 ] Mountains are large isolated land masses that project conspicu-
ously above their surroundings. 1L bk 2 84 2 3 F i B B 2R354
Ho KIN L 6 KRk 3%,
[ 47 J& } conspicuous adj. RF&), HEKFEH
conspicuousness n. £3F, A, T

16. hoarse
adj. (53F) #emey, CEF. A) e
[ %44 ] You’ll make yourself hoarse if you keep shouting like that! %= & 44
—HARHRT &, T LB LY,
[ # 82 } scream yourself hoarse KB K™, HEF| F B
[ # /& ] hoarsely adv. #°B3&, #|F3b

17. evil
n. © (HET$40) %48, %, &% [ disaster, misfortune]
[ %Y 4 ] The love of money is the root of all evils. R &% & Z &,
@ (HfEAT¥40) F8 %, %47 [[A sin, vice, wickedness ]
[ %44 ] Evil never dies. £ Z xR %.
Of two evils choose the lesser. [1Z] P F AR H 42,
[ # 82 ] speak evil of #%3F; #HEF
a necessary evil RFLEF, HLIFE
[ 3 /& 1 evil-doer n. EZ A
adj. @ &4, LF#A [ immoral, wicked]
{ 544 J Itis clear that he has evil intentions to his friend. /&8 2, fu3f 4
&9 I SR E R,
@ REH); 18, 44 [[F misfortunate]
[ %4 & 1 Bernard has fallen on evil days since he lost his job and his wife left
him. M8 RET TR ETRF UK, fb— F 1R

8 ‘(auu1




