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those home and overseas who love
and are concerned with Hubei;
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economic achievements and social

progress in Hubei.
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Foreword

We are presenting this album to all our friends and allies who have been
showing their generous love and profound care to Hubei, and we sincerely hope
that this album will help them have a better understanding of this charming
land and its 55,900,000 hardworking people who are striving forward towards
modernization.

Hubei Province, a land of 180,000 square kilometres, is located in the cen-
tral part of the People’s Republic of China. Two great rivers, the Yangtze and
the Han, flow incessantly across this land, and three railway lines,
Beijing—Guangzhou Railway Line, Beijing—Jiulong Railway Line, and
Jiaozuo—Zhicheng Railway Line, extend across the whole area from north to
south. Its unique geographical location and its convenient communication net-
works make Hubei the first vital communication and transportation hub in
Central China. An aerial view will show mountains and peaks rising one higher
than another here, and lakes, rivers, streams, and ditches spreading all over this
area.

This is a wealthy land full of wonders.

The great Yangtze River rushes out of the snowy mountains from its ori-
gins before it comes to Hubei. It cuts across the gorgeous Wu and Xiling
Gorges, breaks out of the strategic Nanjin Defile, runs through the magnificent
Gezhou Dam, and then joins forces with the Hanjiang River to flow
majestically forward. This mighty river has generously been nourishing this
piece of land and millions of people living on its banks.

Hubei has wealthy forestry reserves. It has been a lush and exuberant land
ever since the primitive time. As many as 2,000 species of forest plants are thriv-
ing here. Such rare trees as metasequoia—the living fossil (the dove tree) , and
bacury, all of which are protected trees on the State Class I Protection List,

~ are still growing here.

Hubei is a paradise for animals. Due to its unique geographic location, a
huge variety of speceis of birds and animals are living happily here. The
well—preserved Shennongjia Forest is a truly natural zoo in the subtropical

~ zone. Hubei owns abundant ore reserves. The stratigraphic sequence here is in-

triguing and the ore horizon is vast and wide. An immense variety of ores can
be found here. The reserves of phosphorus, strontiam and rutile rank the first
in China.

Hubei is endowed with a great number of lakes and rivers which offer vast
areas of alluvial plains and deposit lands. Its boundless Jianghan Plain and the
rich soil make Hubei one of Chinese key production bases of commodity grain,
cotton and oil.

Hubei is famous for its aquatic resources. It is one of the key fresh—water
fish producers of China. Chinese sturgeon, Chinese paddlefish, and sucker, all
living in the Jinjiang section of the Yangtze, are rare migrant species strictly
protected by the nation. Searobin , mandarin fish , gavial, and whitebait are
superfine fishes of Hubei. The precious tightly protected white—flag dolphin,
and the second class protected giant salamander and black finless porpoise can
also be found here. '

Hubei , noted for its endless mountains and countless rivers, has a substan-
tial hydropower potential. The quantity of recoverable water energy ranks the
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4th in China. The Three Gorges Water Key Project now under construction
will, just as predicted a long time ago by the great Mao Zedong in one of his
poems, “hold back clouds and rain at Wushan, make the torrent Gorgres a
smooth lake”. :

This is a glorious land rich in historical heritages.

During the Warring States period (475—221 BC), Hubei was the cradle of
the Chu Dynasty, where the Chu originated, developed and prospered. As re-
corded in the historical book Shiji (Chronicle of Historical Events) written by
Sima Qian, “the Chu land occupies an area of five thousand square lis, where a

million armed men are kept. It is a superb place for manoeuvring troops”.

e gl A

From these words, we can imagine the power and prosperity of the ancient
Chu. Remnant historical relics over this land are the glorious evidence of
Hubei’s grandeur in the old days. The newly—rebuilt Chu City, and the Chu
Terrace recently erected on the top of the Moshan Hill by the East Lake are
displaying the ancient splendour of the Chu Culture to countless tourists.

This is a respectable land noted for its revolutionary tradition.

Heroic people of this land have written with their blood an epic chapter in
the modern history of China. Especially worthy of mentioning is the dedication

R AP~V

of Hubei people for the revolutionary cause led by the Communist Party of
China . Proletariat revolutionaries of the older generation shed their blood over
this land, and countless martyrs contributed their lives to the revolutionary
struggle. Their spirits have been encouraging the later generations to make

e

greater devotions to the construction of their native land.

This is a promising land ensuring bumper harvests.

After forty six years” hardworking and exertions ever since the foundation
of New China, Hubei has established itself one of China’s key production bases
of commodity grain, éotton, oil, and aquatic products. A complete industrial
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system , with metallurgical, machinery, power, weaving and spinning, food, and
chemical industries taking the lead, has been built up.Its comprehensive eco-
nomic strengths have been reinforced. Every sector, from agriculture, industry,
foreign trade, transportation, to post and communications, and education, has
flourished. And the texture of people’s life has greatly been improved.
' The State Goverments’s opening policy and refroms being carried out in
¢ China have brought about a new opportunity to Hubei for further deve—
lopment. As the huge dragon the Yangtze River is awaking and rising up,
Hubei, a land in its middle reaches, is becoming more and more attractive to
people with breadth of vision. People of this land will cordially receive all
! friends, both at home and from abroad, who would like to pay a visit or to
make a sightseeing tour in Hubei, and we will heartily welcome all people who
‘ have the intention to invest, to serve mutual interests and to create mutual ben-
efits in Hubei.

We sincerely hope that this album will help to evoke the nostalgic feelings
and love from the native sons of this land, and that it will help to arouse over-

P

seas friends’ interests in Hubei. This is the primary and the only aim we are try-
ing to accomplish. We shall be truly grateful and satisfied if our efforts are suc-
cessful. y




