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(@Amw B | Reading for Tnformeation

Pre-Reading Questions

1. What advice do you wish you had been given at your high school graduation ceremony?

2. Do mandatory reading lists, especially those followed by a test, really promote reading?

By Tucker Carlson

@ Across the country, college seniors are bracing
themselves for the most excruciating rite of spring: the
commencement address. We all know the routine. Someone
with a famous name will strut onstage and spout banalities.
“The world awaits ... youre a special generation ... go save the
planet ...” Blah, blah, blah.

@ What a wasted opportunity. If only those commencement
speakers would say a few things that are practical and useful.
Maybe something like this:

© Greetings, graduates. And congratulations. Today you
will emerge from the nurturing confines of academia to face

the real world. You will think of your school every month for

many years to come as you take call after call asking you to

contribute to the alummni fund — even as you are writing

The Graduation Advice | Never Got ... but Wish | Had

brace oneself for (J B & K4 A
RREGFH) R 4 ST
BE&

excruciating /1k'skruz f1ertiy/ adj. %%
R BIRE

rite /rart/ n. X,

commencement /ka'mensmont/ n. %
A g2 AL

strut /strat/ v. $E% A&

spout /spaut/ v. & i& R kBt

banality /ba'neelity/ n. B3 %A

confines /kon'famz/ n. w’éﬂ

academia /. @k 'dizmjo/ n. F AR ;
alumni /o'lamnay n.  ( pl of alumnus)
(B)B&A



humongous /hjuz'mangas/ adj. (1) 5  humongous checks to pay off the 25,000 dollars you owe in
MK student loans.
@ But look on the bright side. Now that you're leaving
school, you can finally go about getting an education. To help
you start, here are a few recommendations for life after
% college:
© Spend time with people who aren’t like you. From
getan earful K 3, " AR day one, you got an earful about your school’s commitment to
“diversity”. So you were probably surprised to find your
campus to be amoﬁg the most segregated environments in
shunt /fAnt/ v. 2% % America, with different racial groups possibly being shunted
into separate orientations, separate graduation ceremonies,
even separate sections of the cafeteria. You may have been
rhetoric /'retortk/ n. 4w 6y 4k, & confused, too, by the rhetoric of your professors, who may
B 5 H have claimed simultaneously that there are no differences at all
30 betwegn the races, and that the differences between the races
must at all costs be celebrated and preserved.
@® Face it, real diversity was almost nowhere to be found.
And I don’t just mean the racial kind. Where was intellectual
diversity when the classroom was an exercise in group think?
% Try finding a conservative professor — it’s easier to spot a
yeti /'jett/ n. (EBEALH)FA yeti. Challenge the orthodox views of political correctness and
orthodox /'2:0adoks/ adj. JE4#) you’ll get labeled some pretty nasty things.
@ Only now, after cqllege, can you really benefit from
diversity. Start by getting to know people whose skin is a
4 different color from yours. Surround yourself with friends of
stripe /stratp/ n. 2%, % 5 every political stripe, and listen to them respectfully. And get
to know others in very different professions. Too often, after
choosing a career, people wind up learning more and more

about less and less. Don’t fall into that trap. Keep broadening

4 your horizons by seeking out real diversity.
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© Read for pleasure. This may strike you as odd advice
since you've been reading books for years now. If you hadn’t
cracked a few, you wouldn’t be here. But the tomes that you’ve
like The of

Heterosexuality and The Social Construction of Freaks (yes,

plowed through have titles Invention
they're from actual college reading lists). No wonder you
associate reading with bland textbooks and propaganda. Now
that you're free of all that idiocy, the last thing you probably
feel like doing is sitting down with a good novel, much less a
serious magazine or newspaper.

© And that’s a shame. As gréduates, you’re feeling on top of
the world, but there’s only one way to stay there. Read. That
simple act separates the leaders from the followers, the real
achievers from thelrest of the crowd. It’s a truism because it’s
true: Knowledge is power. And the habit of reading is the path
to knowledge.

@ So try this: Head to the nearest bookstore and pick three
titles that interest you. Next, read them. As you do, be certain
to ignore any post-modern structural symbolism you may
encounter in the text, along with any gender-related
archetypes. In other words, just read for the enjoyment of
reading. You’ll be amazed at the results.

® Choose reality over theory. There’s an old French
saying that pretty much sums up what's wrong with most
college professors: “We know it works in practice. The
question is ‘Does it work in theory?’”

® Theres nothing wrong with theories. Theories can be
interesting, as you know, having spent your lives so far
immersed in them. But you've been living inside a bubble,

protected from the harsh realities of the real world. That’s what

college is. Your teachers have thrived in that bubble, free to

e

5

tome /tovm/ n. K3k e 3

heterosexuality /'hetarauseksju'zloty/
n S

freak /fritk/ n. RIEEFHA

bland /blaend/ adj. 7k #, % £
L]

propaganda /,propa'genda/ n. & 4

idiocy /'idiast/ n. M3kt Bdk; B &
AT A(RFT#R)

truism /'truzizom/ n. R E @R

bk

archetype /'a:kitarp/ n. B & ; (%
B X LHERFH) (K
IM)



pet theory JR& Fak a2

broke /brouk/ adj. A& = 4
intervene /,mta'viin/ v. FH, AN

pipe dream 4348, & B #

wishful thinking 4 & L& , S X8

ditto /'drtov/ n. Bl £, R 4T

don’t sweat it )42

twists and turns #1745

squander /'skwonda/ v. &% , % E
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spout pet theories without worrying about their practicality.
® Now that you're leaving college, though, you're going to
have to become a realist. What matters now is what works. If
you don’t believe me, try asking the people who went broke
chasing the theory that dotcoms were a certain path to riches.
Reality intervened.
@ Welcome, then, to the unsentimental world we all live in.
It’s not so bad once you’ve left your pipe dreams at the door.
@® Forget about being “apything you want to be”. You
can’t. Sorry. A lot of that self-esteem training you got all
through school was an exercise in wishful thinking. You may
feel great about yourself, but you’ll have to prove your talents
to everyone else.
(® Think about it. Some people are naturally suited for
professional basketball. Most aren’t. Ditto for nuclear physics
and carpentry. In most professions, you either have what it
takes or you don’t. Hard work ultimately separates the
successful from the failed, but you’ve got to- start with the
materials God gave you. The idea of limitless ability and
limitless choice is nonsense. ;
@ So cut to the chase. Figure out wﬁat you’re truly good at
and go for it. If you don’t wind up with the job of your dreams,
don’t sweat it. Your career will probably take a number of
twists and turns — most do — and you’re usually better for it.
Along the way, you’ll discover what makes you happy. That’s
almost always something that matches your natural skills.
@ A final thought, one that you've heard countless times.
Your life will be half over before you know it. It may already
be. None of us can know. So don’t squander a moment. Get up,
get moving. And good luck.

(985 words)
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1.brace oneself for: to prepare oneself for (something difficult or unpleasant)
Across the country, college seniors are bracing themselves for the most excruciating rite of spring:
the commencement address.
He braced himself for the icy plunge into the river.
2. contribute to: to give one’s share of money, help, advice, etc. to help a joint course; to help to
cause or bring about
You will think of your school every month for many years to come as you take call after call
asking you to contribute to the alumni fund.
The chairman encourages everyone to contribute to the discussion.
3.go about: to begin or carry on work at (an activity)
Now that you’re leaving school, you can finally go about getting an education.
How should I go about finding a job?
4.benefit from: to receive an advantage or advantages from
Only now, after college, can you really benefit from diversity.
The developing world will greatly benefit from the new trade agreement.
5.wind up: to arrive or end up in a specified state, situation, or place
Too often, after choosing a career, people wind up learning more and more about less and less.
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