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Preface WHE

Preface
By B

In learning to sing songs,one way is to imitate the teacher for
the words of a song until we are able to sing it by: ourselves. Another
way is to learn the scale, the staff and the way to read music from
the teacher. Experience proves that obviously the advantages of the
latter method over those of the former can never be overestimated.

e IRERE, — My B RE 2R RRR BRI g 2SR H Ik,
H—MITER MBI B #F LRI T L, Kk
HRBR, G LI — TR RS £,

Breaking away from the teaching or learning tradition in listen-
ing comprehension, this book aims at raising realization in teachers
and students that, like learning singing, learning the way(s) in lis-
tening comprehension will be much more important than learning
listening by listening a lot alone. Accordingly, the aim of this book is
to try to provide a guide in the alphabetic and phonetic system, sylla-
bles, stress, intonation, connected speech, and differences between
British and American English with a lot of practical exercises, in-
cluding tape recordings. v

ABRFET BB HEREEMFEI L, BHRER
IR PR —F AR E I T, R¥EER—R B
BUFHSNWEEAS, B, APENRAI¥ERE—FERESR
B FEHMEERE BTV BT OER. ELIER D RFEERIE
ZIiE MR, WA KREST, HFARE,

If students read the book in earnest and practise listening to the
tape recordings for this book with effort, they will definitely make

I
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greater progress but with less hard work than otherwise — they will
make breakthroughs in their listening comprehension. That is exact-
ly what the author has hoped for in writing this book.

MBEENEREARBHENEI MR BN RTUE,
270 GE A A T B2 DA, BNE T S BRAR A R, R IERAE
EEEEHBRVIE,

Those who have helped in the writing of the book are Zhang
Yuedong, Cathy Lee, Li Xiaoging, Liu Mengjiao, and Andrew
Howard. Tom Brennan, and a few other native speakers of English
have done the tape recording for it.

BMABREHARE RBR OG- 2 ERE XNFEN
e BEE, SMARREARE BB -HRHE A b
Ato

Readers are welcome to point out any unavoidable errors that
occur in this work.

A A5 H RS IR TE I S, OB B 98 IE o

The Author
2
1998.9 T#F A%
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Part |
Introduction

E—iBs

51 &

1.1 Where the difficulty lies in listening comprehension
W ) ER R Y B MEART 7

The great majority.of Chinese learners of English find listening
comprehension especially ‘difficult. Many factors interact to make it
an almost insurmountable task to many of them: differences of the
sound system between English and Chinese (and betweer varieties of
English,such as American and British English) , the large scope of
English vocabulary, the complexity of the grammatical system and
background knowledge.

4R 2 R S SR P E 2 A R BAE T ) AR O TR R BRI
HE, 5 ERGEARREBUHERNRSEAEILTFRT —F
HEMAERKART RN (FERFKEFIE) Z MK ER KIFRILE
B2 R IBEREMEREURE R,

Yet,it is very strange that in many cases they cannot under-
stand in listening what is the simplest thing to them in reading.
They often complain that when they listen to something on the tape
they just do not understand it however many times they play it over
the recorder. When they look at it in, the written text, they find that

1
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it could not be simpler to them. For example, most listeners would
not understand “The lake’s iced over” or “Tom’s not at all so tall as
John” even though they had no trouble at all in reading them.

AT IEHAENE, EASHERT , MOEREPFREEE
BMARE, M THAEIPRETAME, S RAR . EFF
MERFHERELBURTAE, TRE-BREXHEZABLES R
Ao B KIS FERAE WIEE LT KRG ERARAR I
A", AT ARE—F — SR B,

Through careful observation and analysis, the author of this
book has found the root cause of the problem. Generally speaking,
Chinese learnérs use the miethod of “eye beforé ear” in their English
study. Very soon their ability to read in English is raised. However,
they learn little about the English sound system. Even though they
are taught the scunds for a few weeks at the beginning, at best some
of them remember the symbols and the approximate sounds they
represent. They read texts in their own way. Few of them rigidly
follow the tape recording until they sound very much like it. Even if
‘there are one or two individuals who are interested and try their best
to imitate the tape recording very carefully, the recording itself is for
the purpose of teaching in the classroom. As a result, when they be-
gin to listen to the tape recording of natural speech or speech near to
it such as listening comprehension of TOEFL or BBC or VOA, etc. .,
all of them will be at a loss.

AHEEZSPABREM, CLRBFEHRE. —K
LR, o (] o A A S TR B P B R DR SR o AR BRI B R ik
BET. AWM, MIIXNEEFRAETHED, ETL 2%
L — R EERR, Z2 MR RBILEETHSURXLRE
RBERROFEF, kA SRR, BA LN

2
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ERFEHINGEIERGRT LiZN—8, BMEAENIIBIGE
KEERBABHAOMEHRET, MFATLEFBWRAATREAT
BN, ER, UREMFAFRTARESRNEEBRES
FREWBIIFERT B EE BBC S R FER VOA T )T,
A MERATER
1.2 Remedies

SRR R

From the above, we see clearly that systematic teaching or
learning and practising of the sound system has been neglected to a
great extent. And the best way to remedy it is to learn and practise it
rigidly and systematically from the very beginning. It takes a pro-

.cess. We call it “slow but sure”.

MULBEBRERE, REBRREEFNEIRENETRA
EAERRBELEZNT o MEFHIRIMNPERZEMN KR, ™
WRGHIMUEI NG, XFE— LB, RITUXRTREAT
7R

This book will offer the following remedies in the next few
parts:

A B JLER AR BT FUR B AR R BB

(1) Recognizing the differences between English and Chinese

syllables.
RN F XA,
(2)Distinguishing the alphabetic system and the phonetic sys-
tem in English.
RAREBFHRAEMET R K.
(3)Phonetic symbols.
BENS.

(4)Word Stress.
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HEE,
(5)Sentence Stress.
ATEHF,
(6) Intonation.
B,
(7)Connected speech.
BERETEE,
(8)Differences between Br.E and Am.E.
RERIFMEEIIER XA,
-For difficulties coming from other aspects such as grammar, cul-
ture, reading comprehension and vocabulary, readers are referred to
the Grammar, Cultures of Target Countries; Reading Comprehension
and Vocabulary volumes of this series.
F Tk A S0 B A AR LA O BT B R
EE, ZETTSERRIIABCERZE ) OB EZE
) CRNCIB ) F & A REE,



The Alphabetic System and the Phonetic System FRREMEERE

Part I
The Alphabetic System
and the Phonetic System

-t 4N
FHEAZMEZES

2.1 The alphabetic system
FHALG

This refers to the letters of the alphabet in English which are
used to spell words of ‘the language. The English spelling 1s chaotic
and therefore very confusing to Chinese students.

BRPRAEHENRARNERXFANFE, REFRANHE
T RBICFH, B IR T o B2 A R R4 AR,
2.1.1 Pronunciation of identical vowel letters

METEFEHEE

The same vowel or combmation of vowel letters may be pro-
nounced differently in different words.

FEMTER LT FBASERNRMNRFTELEFRF—
o

Bilan

water /'worte/ 7K later /'leita/  J53F

roof /rwf/ BB —— look /Muk/ F

honest /‘onist/  RILH) honey /'hani/ %

student /'stjudent/ A= study /'stadi/ %3]
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five /faiv / F
tall /tol/

give/giv/ 4
shall /Jel/ HE
shave /feiv/ Fli& have /haev/ &
shady /'feidi/ A BATEH many /'meni/ W%
home /houm/ %K love Nav/ %
woman /'wumen/ A% (#)
(%)
stone /stoun/ Ak
child /tfaild/ JLE (&)
(%)
lead /Mi:d/ $0F lead /led/ %
pour /po:/ 8] —— tour /tus/ HEUE
pail /pel/ HH* plait /plet/ ¥F
bought /bat/  E(iT) loud /laud/ K= HY
tear /tea/ i, %k tear /tia/ {H
2.1.2 Pronunciation of ditterent vowel letters
AR TEHEFEBHERE

Different vowel letters or combination of letters may be pro-

women /'wimin/ A&

shone /fon/ MR (it)
children /'tfildren/ JLE

nounced 1n the same way.
AR TEFERFHHAETRETMERE,
filan .
age /eid3/ Eil

eight /at/ A\

read /red/ BEGE) red /red/ 4L
mail /mell/ HREF male /meld/ F¥E
green /grin/ % —— mean /min/ /PR

nurse /nois/ shirt /farit/  FAK
come /kam/ jump /dzamp/ Bk
door /do/ |} —— more /mo./ BX

6
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2.1.

flat /fleet/ BITH — plait /pleet/ #HT
warm /wom/ R dorm /dom/ TEE
tyre /taio/  FEJif tire /taio/ (FIF
daughter /'doite/ % JL -shorter /'forite/ B4
half /ha:f/ 2 laugh /la:f/ &
sieve /siv/ i sit /sit/ Ak
girl /gl/  WHIR curl /kall/ BE
fault forlt/ HEiR fall /Aoll/ 18], #F
comb /koum/ HF coal /koul/ H
worker /'wake/ TA doctor /'dokta/ EE4:
3 Pronunciation of identical consonant letters
MR FR R

The same consonant letter or combination of consonant letters

may be pronounced differently in different words.

o

F-MErF BT FBHASEARKIAPTREEER—

B

of /ov,av/ eeeee H) — off /Af/ B, B3k

mention /'menfan/ &% —— shorten /Jaton/ 44
soften /'sofn/ %4k after /'arfta/  +veeee zZkE
leisure /'lezo/ KN assure /2'Tua/ fHEHLL>
picture /'piktfo/ EH turf /tof/ EARE
horror /'hors/ R/ honour /'ona/  J5
chemist /'kemist/” L% %K —— check /tiek/ ##
iron /'aien/ £k ‘irony /‘aiereni/ L&

stool /'s twl/ FF tool /twl/ T E

spade /s peild/ Rk paid /peid/ k(L)

sky /skai/ K= kite, /kait/ K%

7
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lot /lot/ Wi - — build /bild/
plough /plau/ #F —— cough /kof/ Bk

@001 /skuil/ =¥ Qedule /fedjwl/ HERER

Asia /'eifo/ LW assist /o'sist/  #5Bh

psychology /sai'kolodzi/ LBEZE ~policy /'polisi/ B
cause /kos/ IR cell /sel/  4HMd

these /0iz/ X% —— theme /Bim/

2.1.4 Pronunciation of different consonant letters
ARHEFFHET

Dufferent consonants or combination of consonant letters may be

pronounced in the same way-
ARMHERB T FRHAATREFHA,
i
proof /pruf/ JEH] enough /i'naf/ JE#
fish Aif/ £ nation /'neifon/ R
church /tfoit[/ # % culture /'kaltfa/ X4k
phenomena /fi'nomine/ B fill Ail/ 33
laugh /'la:f/ % —— half /haif/ 2
send /send/ K% — cent /sent/ 4}
sensure /'senfa/ $8¥ — finish / finif/  SEAR
chick /tfik/ /N3 tincture /'tinktfo/ Heff
practise /'preektis/ 45> practice /'praektis/. %)
tactics /taektiks/ Mg tracks /traeks/ ME
college /'kolid3/ 2£Bt —— knowledge/ 'nodidz/ H1iR
know /nou/ %1 ‘no /nou/ A
wreck /rek/  fYEIER X rest /rest/ KB
comb /koum/ HiF - home /houm/ %K
just /dzast/ K germ /dzom/  40E

8
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2.1,

ghost /goust/ % go /gou/ &£

5 Pronunciation of certain identically spelt words
FustE RN AT

Sometimes words spelt the same way may be pronounced differ-

ently.

2.1

AR, Bt SRR R AT TR —4F .
il .

control /kan'troul/ v. i

control /'kontroul/ n. &

content /kon'tent/ adj. R
content /'kontent/ n. WEH

contract /ken'trekt/ v. WLEE, 1T
contract /'kontraekt/ n. AR

lead Niid/ v. BT

lead /led/ n. 4%

read /rid/ v. PIE

read /red/ (&)Y

separate /'seporeit/ v. I, H
separate /'seprit/ adj. & BB
desert /di'zoit/ v. BFH

desert /'dezot/ n. FEiR

intimate /'intimeit/ v. BN, 8RN
intimate /'intimat/ adj. EHH

:6 Pronunciation of certain differently spelt words

¢ SEBE R A R

Sometimes words of different spelling may be pronounced in ex-

actly the same way.

A EHE, BEEA R A R F W R sE A
9
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Bl 4n .

hour /aue” /BT

our /aus/  FATH

pail /peil/ #§

pale /peil/ HHK

hole /houl/ R

whole /houl/ %A~

loose 71wis/  #AH)

lose /lus/" " REK

morning / 'mr;znir,]/ B

mourning /'momin/  RAE

raze /reiz/ R

raise /reiz/ 5 ,¥%3F

male /meil/ B, HEH

mail /meill/  BEH, BREF

son /san/ JLF

sun /san/  KFH

see /siv/ BR

sea /si/ 1

here /hia/ XH

hear /hia/ WrE| -

From what has been said above, it is clear that we can never de-
pend on the spelling or alphabetic system for. a reasonably good
knowledge of pronunciation in English. It is also clear why more of-
ten than not students cannot understand the tape recording however
easy it may be to them in the written text.It is because they use the
wrong frame of reference. They listen to the sounds of the recording
on the tape, but they refer to the words spelt with letters in the text

10



