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For the first tiam in the history of Olympic Games,

the medals of the Beijing 2008 Olympics

will in corporate jade with along with the traditional gold,
silver and bronze,

and the medal designs will adopt someelements
of Chinese traditional culture,i.e.

the Yu Bi (jade disk) and

the Chinese seal.
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE CULTURE REFLECTED IN THE DESIGN OF THE OLYMPIC MEDALS

JADE—ETERNALLY

BOUND TO THE
CHINESE HEART

For the first time in the history of Olympic Games, the medals of the Beijing 2008
Olympics will incorporate jade along with the traditional gold, silver and bronze,
and the medal designs will adopt some elements of Chinese traditional culture, i.e.

the Yu Bi (jade disk) and the Chinese seal.

Jade is a nephrite, and can be engraved both for artistic and industrial use. The
Chinese began to engrave jade about 10,000 years ago. Jade objects from different
dynasties are windows through which people can explore Chinese traditional culture
and the essence of Chinese civilization. Chinese people esteem jade, worship jade,
love jade and respect jade. They regard jade as an expression of culture, a
sustenance for the spirit and a mirror of beauty. Therefore, they study jade,
appreciate jade, enjoy jade, collect jade and treasure jade as their spiritual guide

— the pinnacle of human virtue.

Note 1: Mr. Yang Boda, Chairman of the Jade Society, China Cultural Relics Institute
and the former Vice President of the Beijing Palace Museum, has pointed out that
Chinese jade crafts have a history of 10,000 years.

Jade — The Embodiment of Chinese State
Consciousness and National Awareness

Around 2300 BC, China became a monarchical society, and its people slaves to
the monarchy. Kings relied on two means to govern: the use of sacrificial rites to
honor ancestors and the use of military action to defend the state. China suffeé;;.d _
both the aggression of foreign “barbarians” and the pain of natural disasters, . et
the people held sacrificial rites and prayed to their ancestors and the deities for
blessings and protection. In these rites, the ultimate offering was a beautiful stone

— jade. Contemporary scholars have come to call this offering of jade to deities
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“the Ancient Rite”.

Later, the rite was transformed from a sacrificial custom into a grand ceremony
by state rulers who regarded the sacrifice rite as an important activity. They
particularly valued rites which, through a process of recording, transformed
witchcraft songs, dances, taboos and paintings into politics and history. As a
result the rulers of the Western Zhou Dynasty (11th Century BC) actively promoted
the “Rite System” (Li Zhi) to consolidate their order and control.

Rulers used jade to represent the whole Rite System because jade was visible,
touchable, worn on the body, and displayed. Jade became the formal offering
object for the state sacrificial ceremonies. It was the symbol of state power and a
sign to distinguish the rich from the poor. All these were written in the state’ s
books. Through state systems, jade was promoted nation-wide. Jade and jade

culture became a key part of state consciousness.

Scholars of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770 BC—221 BC) synthesized Confucianism
with the meaning of jade. Confucius and his followers created the doctrine of Jade
Virtues. They advocated that jade represented the Confucian School’s ethics and
moral principles. Jade became a sacrament and metaphor in the world of morality
and ethics, through which scholars reformed citizen’s behavior and manner, speech

and actions.

During that period, jade swords and jade adornment became popular. Jade was
used to advertise the emancipation of humanity and express the wearer’s moral
quality. All of this was possible because of the Chinese people’s respect for jade.
Jade Virtues became the supreme spiritual value and the expression of national
consciousness, and shaped the cultural and physiological structures for the Han

people (the majority people group in modern China).

Since then, through 2,000 years of Chinese history, emperors and kings, military
generals and court ministers, scholars and intellectuals, local officials and
businessmen, all of them took Jade Virtues as their moral standard. “Gentleman
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should always wear jade and keep Jade Virtues.” This standard was unshakable

and inviolate.

Chinese jade culture exerted its edifying influence on generations. Gentlemen were
taught to bear morality in mind, be as gentle as jade, and deliver benevolence and
love to the world. This idea forms an essential part of Chinese value system.
Another value was: “Better to be a shattered vessel of jade than an unbroken
piece of pottery” — better to die in glory (distinguishing clearly between right
and wrong, and being upright and unyielding) than live in dishonor.

Jade — the Essence
of Chinese Traditional Culture

If we describe that Chinese traditional culture is like a splendid dress, then jade is

always the most dazzling and spectacular flower on the chest.

The ancient Chinese book of legends “Shan Hai Jing” (The Legend of Mountains
and Sea) describes how jade was used as a magical object to rescue human beings.
The Legend of Mountains and Sea says that in remote antiquity, floods poured
down from the sky, and human beings were threatened with horrible disaster. Nv
Wa, a great lady, melted five coloured stones to mend the sky. She used these
stones to block the hole in the sky and stopped the flood. Thus, human beings
survived. The Chinese believed that these five coloured stones were jade. That’s
why the Chinese respect jade so much. The oral legends of early civilization laid
the foundation for the Chinese appreciation and acceptance of jade.

When Chinese written script appeared, Chinese civilization made rapid progress.
Chinese characters are made up of pictographic, self-explanatory radicals and
through them we may clearly understand more about jade’s role and position. In
ancient China, the person who held sacrificial ceremonies and used jade to worshlp | ‘
the deities was the wizard. The ancient Chinese character “wizard” was formedN,,,,y
3 radicals, from top to bottom. The radical on the top was the altar for deities, the
radical in the middle was jade, and the radical at the bottom was the person who
raised hands and kneeled down to offer jade. As a further example, the king was

o
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the ruler of the world. But in ancient Chinese script there was no difference between
the character “king” and the character “jade”. It is very obvious that the “king”
character expresses a deep meaning. The king was precious jade. If someone
possessed this jade, he could pronounce himself the King!

Today Chinese script has evolved and been simplified. But Chinese people carry on
their understanding and recognition of jade. What is the character for “country” ?
It is jade surrounded and protected by the Great Wall. What is the character for
“jade”? It is a treasure worn by king on his waist. What is the character for “treasure” ?

It is a piece of jade under the roof of a house.

In Chinese poetry, verses and songs, jade was the most beautiful word to depict
artistic conception. It was recited by people for thousands of years. Chinese music
was also closely linked with jade. In the Chinese language, there are proverbs and
sayings such as “the music of jade”, “gold sounds and jade vibrations”, as well as
the names of music instruments such as jade bell, jade flute and jade zither.
Actually some of those instruments are not made of jade. Only because their
sound effects are similar to the sound of jade, do people believe the instruments

are an expression of Jade Virtues.

Let us consider Chinese classic novels and dramas. From the Tang Dynasty legends
(The Lot of the Jade Ring and The Jade Horse-Pendant) to the Song Dynasty’s
short story anthologies (The Jade Goddess of Mercy) to the Yuan Dynasty’s dramas
(The Story of the Jade Block, Picking Up a Jade Bracelet, A Handful of Snow,) - all
those works told stories about jade and expressed people’s sentiments for jade. In
the famous classic novel The Dream of the Red Chamber, descriptions of jade run
through the whole story. The novel was regarded as an “encyclopedia of jade”
because the author wrote about the jade from many aspects. According to
statistics, the word “jade” appears in this 120 chapter novel 5,700 times, averaging
50 times in each chapter. That’s why some scholars sometimes call The Dream of
the Red Chamber “The Dream of Jade”. One expert explained the novel in his
unique way. He thought the novel had the structure which “combines human and
jade”, tells us the story of “gathering and separation of human and jade”, and
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