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I want/wish/hope/intend/plan to---. a
1 hope thate-:, . .00
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I’m thinking of---. P .
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Listening Part -
IS A 1 S A
I . Listen to five dialogues and choose the right answers.

1. When did the man’s daughter. set the ‘world record?

A.In 1989, B..In 1995. C
r 25 What. 'will. the women have todo?: . w. . - -9
A. Borrow a tape next week.
B. Keep the tape for another week.] . ! s
dC. Returnrthe tape to the man right now.
3. Where are the speakers? DR ~, 1
Y . A. In a shop.- - B. In a restaurant. C

4. What will the son tell his mother?
A. The things to buy.
S5.cWhy can’t the man’ answeér the-wbman’s quéstions?
A. It’s not his office hour.

B. The place to goito.

B. Heis too tired after class.
1+4C. He doesn’t have, time now.- ‘ e g '
]I Listen to the:dialogué and choose the right answers,
1: Where doesithe conversation most, probably take; place"
A.On a train.” . B.In abus. - oy

e

2. Where will they-most probably go? - -

i
A. To the man’s home. B. To the woman’s home.-
3. Why can’t théy see the conductor? ¢ : ks

v 130A. Because, thete are’too many people, | - -

o
.-
—

B. Because they don’t know who the conductor is.

C.
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.In 1999.
1 T

. In-a_post 6ffice.
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. The film to see. .:

“ut oo !

{ 4

FTEE

At arestaurant. ,

Coe i

. To the cinema.




C. Because there is no conductor.
II. Listen to the passage and choose the right answers.
1. What’s the speaker mainly talking about?q]- #
A: Wednesday’s programs on VOA.
B. Special English tonight on VOA.
C. The hosts of the programs on VOA.
2. When can you hear The .P]lalns"?o'r a New Fbcto?y' in Space?

A. At night. - B. In the afternoon. C.In the morning. .. _ : N
’ ; Written Part ’
I . Multiple choice. . v |
1. This experiment turned out to be failure, but, as we know, success offen
comes after failure. . o
A a,a - B./,/ C.a,/ D./,a s
2. Since then many Chinese movies have won various awards. Meanwhile, movies made
in Taiwan and Hong Kong have _ international fame,
A. accepted B. created C. achieved D. developed‘ )
3. When I first set in Aus?ralia, I di:in’t know what the future might have in
for me. s . o TR
A. my foot, the store B. a foot, the store i ,
C. foot, store ' D. feet, stores :
4. you become sick, it is nearly impossible to go on with your education, let”alone il
make your dreams true. :
A. come B. turn C. become D. get '
5.1 don’t think Jack is a man to be - . when. we are.in trouble andineed hishelp.
A. hoped for B. related to . C. expected from D.relied on~ . :
6. Just asithe doctor ' , your wife is notlexactly fat, but rather well-built for '
her age. . T !
A. gets it B. makes it C. puts it D.means it " u
7. They say the recorder costs 150 dollars. But I don’t think it’s worth | 'much.
A. that B.as . C. even + 7 D. rathér ‘
8. He got full marks in this math exam, that he was among the .class’ best.
A. to prove B. proved .. iIC. having proved . D".“provingi* o {
9. Due to Tom’s joke the discussion __'.  and went on in a friendly.atmospliere:
A.sawianend - B.came to end C. came. to life D. cheered up *..
10. —How is it you persuaded your father o 'givé up smoking? . '
—By.promising that I willno longer. eat any sweet. ..+ 1 &+ %
A. that B. which C. when - +« D.who .= . ¢,
11. The mother didn’t know to blame for the broken glass, as it happened

while she was out. St oy w .

t




O o, B

A. who B. when ©C, ‘how i D. what “

12. We’ll be shown around the city: schools, museums, and some other places,

other visitors seldom go. .
A.what - . ° B. which ' C:.where D. when
13. Just after putting the baby onto bed, Mrs White suddenly caught sight of the pet

cat and didn’t know. how long it} on the table for the family din-
ner, .. * . P 0
A. Had been:laying, lying .- B.had been lying, laid ' Vo "
C. had been laid, laid D. had lain, laying
14. The Supreme State Science and Technology Award is crowned as “China’s"Nobel
Prize” by in the Chinese scientific circle.
A. those B. who C. whom D. that ‘ v
15, —It-seems thatushe’ll win the match: '
—Yes. She is ‘the most of'the people to break the world recorder.
A. likely, probably - ‘ B. probably, likély
C. probable,.probable D. likely, likely '
. Write: out' the words according to the first letters given. "
. 1. As we are often told, f r is the mother of success.
2..At the meeting the chairman will'a - . who is the winner. 5
3.1t ap letter and 1 wouldn’t like it to be typed. *“'mfgmﬂ
4.1 recommend that you choose a travel a ~ to make a plan for your L—"
_tour.
5. No one is born p ' . You just need to be practical and self-confident,

. Correct the following mistakes. ’ vy

1. There are some good scientists have changed our life.

. The hero has.much for us to study from indeed.

. Both my parents and téachers hope me to go to Beijing University.

. Many people were fighting against the flood, include the old.

. They make clear that science and business can and must work together to build the
future.

6. You will finally find it a way lead you to success.

7. The date of the sports meeting- was put forward next Monday at the meeting.

8. Since 1978, greatly changes have taken place in China,

9. Nowadays penicillin is used toormuch to cure for illnesses like a fever.

10. Knowing the result, he is possible to change his mind.

. Fill in the blanks, making sentence A have the same meaning as sentence B, *

1.-A. Many of great -achievements are likely to be born ininortheastern Beijing.

B. that many of great achievements will be born in north

ecastern Beijing.
2. A. They started the centre in the early 1980s,



v
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B. The centre in the early 1980s. - . )
.3. A. The spirit. of Zhongguancun has,become successful because of the -spirit of creativity- and
scientific skill. ' » .
B. The spirit .,of Tcreativity and scientific skill has - Zhongguancun

N i ) .o ' ' i . 11 -

-ri4. A. Great scientific achieveinents are the results of years of failure; yeats of trying.

B. Years of failure, years of trying have great scientific achievements.

5. A. China has long been a leader in. the field of genetic research with the aim of improving

agriculture, i i
4 B.China has long been a leader in the field of genetic research - improving
agriculture, N ! L

V. Cloze test, v L .

Among the most popular books: being writtén today are those which afe usually
classified as science fiction,  Hundreds of titles are-publishedsevery year and are 1
by all kinds of people.-What’s - 2

have been 3

, some of the most successful films of recent years

on science fiction stories. It is often 4 that science fiction is a fairly

new development in literature, but-its-ancestors can be-found in . 5, written hundreds

of years ago. These books often

ey 7
(&%) of.science fiction, .9
Books. 10 writersy such as Jules Verne and H, G. Wells, to mention just two well-
12

-writers don’tr write- about ‘men from Mars or space adventure stories.” They are more

6 for the presentation of some form of ideal (EE4E
,a theme which is 8 often found in modern stories. Most, of the classics

, hdve been written within the last one hundred years.

known authors, 11 been translated into many languages. science fiction

13 in predicting the effect of 14 progress of society.and the human mind, or in
15 future worlds which are a reflection(JZ ) of the world, in 16 we live now.
17

‘ scientific fdct frequently: .18 -.science fictions the writers may 19

has obvious political undertones(& X ). In an age when

it difficult to

Because of this, their

keep 20 of scientific advances.

TTELALcut - ;- B.read -+ C. said D. stolen

2. A. more B. worse . C. better D. less

3. A. made B. depended. C. based . D. focused

4, A turned " B.resulted C. advised D. thought .

5. A. films B. notes C. books D. libraries o

6. A. found ‘ - Bu cared C. wished D. reminded

7. A. society B. idea . C. future D.end . ..

8. A.yet 7, «epBustill | . Cieyer, . D.already, ., 7.0

9. A. besides B:_therefore C. however, » D. moreover . o
. WJ0CA, by L rB.on C. about D. for

11. A. had B. have C. which have D..which had

12. A. Ancient B. Former .C: Past D. Modern,
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13. A. intereéted B.fond.,: ¢

C. satisfied ¢ . tired P
.14. A. social B. literary C. econoric D. technical. s
15. A. recognizing B. imagining C. remembering D. changing
16. A. them B. which Ciit 1 n D, that
17. A. result B. mind C.writing " . 'D.present -~ M ~
18. A.'passes on to B. gets close to i C. catches up with I breaks away ffom
19. A. find B. know C.see -+ " .D.make: AR -
20. A. records B.out . -.  vClaheddiw +»s - ~ D:.back. " .1
VM : Reading comprehension.. i
- o Lo ; Ay T i . 0
Thee biggest change in:the: world today is technology. The reason theiworld is get-
' rting smaller is' because people.cani-talk. to each. 'other more. ‘quickly than before ‘with
more information. ' ' o T ST ¥ ! : N

¢ The computernow has the information of a library of books on 41l stibjects. By sit-
ting at' a computery.different ssoftware programs allow studentsiithe chance to learn

- about all subjects simply:by askingi the computer to find ‘the informatiofi: The computer

'~ becomes.the library.” Students and parénts are nowléarning what.an important tool the

computer has become for improving education, .

-

't ' Letters might take a: few'days even a few weeks to be delivered.iTechnology has
. developed a fax ‘machine‘where a.letter can travel.anywheré in the world, immediately. &8
. This has changed the. way people do business: Many' computers: can: receive e-mail. k—_ﬂ
1 This is like the fax létter. ‘Often; businésses have atfax machine but homes do not. .If a

! computer is.in"a home, it can receive e-mail messages from anyone in the world. It is

I

like the telephone but it costs much less to receive messages. . - '

- iThé next generation will have computers in'most homes and be able to .send faxes and e

smiail -all over the world. In the future, the computer will be as common as the telephone or

*

TV. Technology is changing the way people communicate with each other; ..
21 The 'world is getting smallerjust because- ) . .
{*r "A. the computer-has taken the placeof a library .- . 3
5 " B. people can communicate with each othermuch more quickly
C. people have a shorter talk to each other w .

D. people in different places canget together in.a short time

i ' g

*» 2. More’and more students find:the computerr . »: 1 =
i At can help them with éVerything® ! wB, hasn’t becomecan important tdol' 1
<.'t . C.'can.be used for-getting morerinformation in-a shorter time; 1 * +f

'+ Dacan help them-goto.college 3 1 “vior I .
01" 3. Which. is most emphasized (3% #4) in.the passage’to show! how important technology
is? . ‘- J

A. Telephone, *B. Fax. C.E-mail. . . - D/Computer. .,

4. We can infer from the' passage that 't . - .



A. the telephoneiis more common ‘than the computer ndow: oL e

B. letters won’t be found in ‘the future S o
C. e-mail is the cheapest'way to.receive messages -~ -~ . .
D. business peoplé had better use fax . machine CA <
5. What’s the main.idea of the passage? * 1 Soe £
. ‘A. The world is sialler. B. Technology: changes the world a, lot..
C. The computer will be widely used.” 1, L

D. People can.communicate with each other easily. ) 5
B . N L s T AL S U
Would you like an invisibility cloak (B & it ) that works just like the one Harry
- Potter got from his father? Such 4 cloak.may be available in-stores with other Harry
1. Potter clothes sooner than you .think. Researchers in Englandiand the US have found
the materials to build such a cloak, according to the latest edition of Nature ‘magazine.
+ « Nader Engheta, .a professor at the: University: of Pennsylvania, has done his own
~work on invisibility. using, special. materials called: metamaterials. ]
' Unlike those found in nature or, the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizarday,
»..*these materials steer (& 5| )light, and other formis of ‘electromagnetic ( B, ) radiation
around an object. < - i >
=™ ¢ Scientists suggest:that these metamaterials could .be used to make a cloak. Light
v-andralljother, forms of electfomagnetic; radiation, would strike it and flow arcund the
. sides. vThe light would simply continue on as if it hadn’t bumped against an obstacle(fi
58D, like a river flowing around a.smooth big stone. It would seem to onlookers that
+ they were looking right through the cloak. Everything covered-by the cloak would be
concealed from view.
- “Is it science fiction? Well, it’s theory and that already is not science fiction. It’s
theoretically possible to do all these Harry Potter things,”said John Pendry, a physi-
cist at the Imperial College London. « “ - LT
Although such a cloak does not yet exist, early veérsions that could mask micro-
waves and other forms of electromagnetic radiation. could be .as: close as 18 months
away, said Pendry.iHe said the study was“an invitation -to: come and play with these

»

new ideas”. L T N S “ : "
“We will have a cloak, after not to long,”he-added. : .
It seems that the US military (% Jf ) are as-interested in, the possibility of an.invisi-
ble cloak as ordinary boys and’ girls. * The Pentagon (i KX #%)is not just waiting for
the result of the research like the rest of us,but actually supported the project from the

very beginning. Imagine if all a country’ soldiers, planes andweapons became. invisible

“srein front of the enemy. The result of a war would be obviousif-one-side had.access to

such technology.

6. The passage. is fodused on i ¥t

A. a new invention . " B. an interesting-story: -




- C.a new Weapon T TAN -~ DIa science f1ct10n S
: N y
»”

17. The underlined wordiin, ,the fourth paragraph means®__, -

: “ « et
A, ’foreseen & . - Buhiddenr .y . €. overlooked D. disappeared ' T l
-8 We can infer from the story that the inyisibility cloak will _ %t . - .-« ’
A. only benefit mankind 4+ ", .| Bionly become a dangerous weapon: : ’
, C.serve dlfferent purposes D. soon replace all our ordmary clothes
'S)'ng;x_c‘h—of the folldwmg is true of the 1ﬁv1sxb1hty cloak'7 i,j - “- - * -
A. It can do all the things in our life. R
B. It will come out as close as 18 months away.
. C, The light will disappear, when, it-meets an objegt.x L ome s
D. It is science fiction and unpractical in our life, v el

10. Why is the Pentagon interested in the invisibility cloak?
ATt is of great zhflitary.ve;lue.-
B. It was supportéd b—y the Pent;gon.
C. It has been posse'ssedvby some countries.

D. It has come intoiuse in the arr;ly of the US.

. Fill in the blanks to complete the dlalooue

M. Hi, Mary, how are you today‘?
NV— 'm fine, Tom. How are you? ’ i
M Pretty 1. w . Are you going to John’s party tonight?
W. I want to, but I 2. ¢ " . e found a job.
M: Oh, you’ve 3.1 a job? I didn’t know that.
W: I work at Macdonald’s. I'm the assistant manager, but I want to get a 4. d
job. \
M: My father’s compaﬁy will 5. n some people to work for the summer.
W. What kind of company does he work 6. { ?
M. It’s a construction company. )
W. That 7. s like it might be interesting. Don’t you know what kind of
jobs they have?
M: Well, I don’t know for 8. s » but he said they need twenty-five or thirty

new people. They plan to hire them in June. They’ll work until the end of August,
or the 9. b of September.

W Id better try it.

M. Pl tell my father about it, and then you can call 10. h

W. Thanks a lot.

. Writing,
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Listening Part

I . Listen to five dialogues and choose the right answers. ‘ .

1. What does the woman’s answer mean? ' * . ) ’ ey
A. Sadly.- + B, Rudely. ‘ C. Friendly.

2. Where do. you think the: dialogue takes place? ] '
A. In the post office, B. In a hotel. C.In a shop. . ..

3. How ‘miich ‘will the woman ‘Have to pay? 2y ¥ L
A. $8. v - Br$7. - i C. $11.

4, At what time does the post office close? - SRR X
A At4:45:1 B. At 5:00. 4~ C.At5:15. o

5, Whitiare the two speakers talking .about? .- .1 * )
A. A fine boat. B.Theéir friend, Tom. -~ * C!The weather.

I . Listen’ to the passage and choose the right answers, - * : : ' v

1. When did many people move to the cities? ,
A.In the 16th century. .B.In'the 17th century. C:In the 18th centu;'y.-
2./What did people in the cities like.to do on Sundays-and‘holidays? - . .
A. To leave the cities, ) ' LS

B. T6 leave the cities and go to the countryside.

C. To leave the cities.and have a good timeiin thescountryside,. . 1 f - ¥~
3. When was the first bicycle invented? [
+ A.In 1790, ) B.In 1861. - = ' C,In 1681, .
¢ 4wWhy did people like bicycles? L LA A B TP v

A. Because they were the only form to send people to other placés.




B. Because they were cheaper than horses.

C. Because they were as expensive as horses.

5. Who could ride bicycles? L "wa
A:Men and women. B. Boys and girls. C. All kinds of people.
- Written Part

TR s 87
I . Multiple choice, B3 s §7 L0

1.1 only know it is a distance away from here, but I don’ know ..+, the
7" distdnce exactly isi™ | 1 0 ome e A S R

A. good, what B. good, how far C. far, what D. far, how far

2. Tom’s father sent him to Paris to study law, but <%, he dgveloped his love for
the theatre. a
A. besides B. moreover ’ C. therefore D. instead

3. Unlike most young women her day, she was able to meet other wellreducated
people on different occasions. . . . 5
A. of B. on C. for D. in

4. Studies show that the presence quspcigl support helps people defend themselves

illness. FIR T

A. against B.over =, o7 G. with - _D. off ; e

5. It has been raining every day so far. I hope tomorrow will fine.
A.turnto -' - ¥ B.turn up C. turn into D. turn.out_

6. A car had a head-on with a truck on the highway yesterday, killing 2 and
injuring 3. . . 7 A ' ‘ i 3 . R
A. contest B. collision -, Geonflict . 5, D.contrary

7. Mary has alwaysIthought of herself as a good .dancér and never forgets to

others of it. - 1. ‘.
A. remind "» . Brremember ‘ . C. know ‘ D..introduce’

8. For these flowers, is badly needed-is_plenty of water and sunshine. 1
Acall - - . "Brallthatu. . . 1 Clall what D. all, which.,

9. When he came to, he found himselfy @i .41 t6'a tree, with his mouth filled;with a
towel. S N o )
A. to tie - B. tying. T ;iC..being tied . D. tied

10. The old couple visited Paris. again' last week,. ;' . 5 :they rhet for the first time

and fell in love.
A. when B. where ~v" ¢z . , C.which’ 1 D, whether .,
11.1 used to be a very delightful -girl. rI.guess: no human. being: could have passed
childhood. B I o' . T o
A.a happy .- + .iB.a happier - C.the.happier D. the happiest
12. We are expected to arrive at the village before dark. I doubf now .. .. wg can

-~

make it by then. ! .. R ST DR T SN

r
a




A. whether B.that ! 3+ caidiCowhen - tw D.owhere - i1 §

13. The movies produced in the 1930s established a solid base a’Chinese. {ilm
_industry could growy  * F . o : o taer L
A. when B. that C.on which -~ -, D.for-which-
14, He failed to throw light = . the problem and it made the audience ., .. |,
Y. A upon, disappointing o, B.on, disappointed T
C. at, puzzled V D. upon, annoying - ’ 5
+ 15:1 can’t imagine » -+ .. in the accident and I am considering _ his wife to
- # - be.sure. Lo . S, . ~ A
A. Tom’ dying, to phone w- B..Tom died, to-phone
1C. Tom dead, phoning:- D. Tom’s 'death, phoning .
I . Write out the words according to the first letters given, ' ~' I
1. Hetiwas kept as.a,p , " for twenty years for no,good reason. "y
2. If everyone can control themselves, there will be less ¢ ] and .quarrel.
3. Mr Baker will. set off onav . . | to South, Africa in; three days., *
4, The world must pay much more a to the phenomenon of international
, . terrorism. : ; ‘: O o

» 5, The film Harry Porter is a big success and it’s.adapted from science f

" L. Fill in the, blanks with, the phrases given. . -
s A)i on earth, on the-earth, i{l the earth | T : , *’J"T'
1. What do you mean 2 by .that? T : L__‘/
" . 2.Which do you think is the most attractive city ?
“. 3. Rooting:deep _ « . ; the tree stood still ins the strong wind.
B){ in future, in the future] « =~ . . _ ! B
1. You must promise that you will ntot'.s‘péak’kto me like that .
2. No orie now can predict what man will be like , say, 500 years
away, ' C ' . ) . LI
IV. Correct the following mistakes, * a o ! . T oot

' 1. He used for the latest ideas and ‘technical inventions of-his day in"his books. “
. Jule§ Verne died in 1905, lorig before any of his dreafns came ‘truly.

. The ship is also ver“yﬂstroh‘g“ and protect with thick iror platest © * .“

. All is'needed for life on board ‘come§ from theé ocean. ‘'~ ' o0

. Electricity is used. for light, heating; power and defend the ship agdinst attacks.
. Their guidé leads them through a narrow passage deeply into the earth.

~N O U B W

. Walk along its shores'they go through forests'of miishrooms and plants that lived on

r [

the earth millions of years ago. ' e ;

[e )

. T entered the search for wisdom and dreamt of finding a way to cure of .any' disedse.
9. How 'to prepare a body for it with all its muscles and organs was still remained a.dif-

ficult job. ** ! " Lo .

10. It was on a night in November when I looked at thé result of my work.



V. Fill in the blanks with proper prepositions or adverbs, 1 . Lo

1. All that is needed for lifé ' - board-comes._,* _.  the ocean. -+ + ff
2. Dressed diving suits, Captain Nemo and his guests ‘walk around in this
magic'world, lighted __. - the lamps of the ship.
3. Two men decide to gom -1 »  ~this:adventure and travel "t i lIcelandui ¢
4, Walhing ithesshores.of 'the ocean, they go forests of mushrooms
and plants. "
5. It wis a'night »~ ~ 7 .November that' I looked at the result 6f my work.
their efforts to survive, they find themselves on the surface of the monster
itself, whichturns ™~ * * fo bea submarine.
7.1 have not' séen your father * months. Please remember me _him.
8. A thick stick stands sthe wall. 132 © ¥ thecorter. ~ ¢« = 1" vs P T
9. Will you please see =~ ¢ it that all the children here are well fed and taken good
% ¢dre ? . o ' T
10. 1 can seé a horde fasténed ¢ a tree next the house. M
. Cloze test, e LT et '

I had offered to watch my 3-year-old daughter, so that my wife could go out with

a friend. I was getting some work done in 'my study while she 1 .'to be havmg a good

time in the other room. No problem, I flgured But théf it got"a little'too 17 '2: s¥ahd'l

e e W

shouted, “What are you doing?” No response I 3 my questron and heard her say,

“Oh-+:-nothing. ” Nothing? I got up from my desk and ran out 4 the living room,

where I saw her running across the hall. I followed and watched her as.her little behind
made a quick’__5 _into!the bathroom. I had her 6 ! I told her to turn around. She
__ 7 . I pulled out my big Daddy voice, “Young lady, T said turn around'” :_J‘

_ 8 ,she turned toward me. In her hand was what was left of my, wife’ s new lip-
stick. And every square inch of her face was 9 with bright red! As,} she looked up at
me with fearful eyes,- I heard 10  voice that had been shouted to me as a child.
“How could you+:+? You should know::. How many times have you heen _ 11 -2
What a bad thing to do-:-.s” It was just'a matter of my picking out which old 12 1
was going to use on her so-that .she would know what a bad girl she -had been. But

13 I could let loose, I looked,. .14 at,the.sweater on her. In big. 15 it said,
“IM A PERFECT LITTLE -ANGEL(Ef#).1” T looked back: up,into her tearful eyes
and, 16 seeing a bad girl who didn’t listen, -l saw a little angel full of . 17 “thatI

had come dangerously close to, 18 . “Sweetheart,:let’s take a picture so Mommy can
see how 19  you look.” I took the picturg-and thanked God that I didn’t 20 | the

chance to prove what a perfect little angel he had given me; = - N
-1. A. happened B.liked ,. C. appeared D. pretended
2.A.long. | B.-quiet .=, " C.calm _ D. strange. :
3. A. asked B. answered C. raised ‘ D. repeated

4. A. into; . .B.of, + ! 1 " C. from - D, f_oﬂr .




i
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5. A. way' B. turn C. change D. progress
6. A followed B. scolded C. cornered D. fooled
7. A. laughed B. listened C..agreed . D. refused
8. A. Slowly B. Eagerly C. Angrily D. Unfortunately
9. A. filled "B. marked C. printed. D. covered
10.-A. every. B. such C. any D. one -
11. A’ told B. beaten »  C. frightened D. forbidden
12. A, réports B. notice C. advice D. words 4
13. A. as B. wherr C. since D. before ..
14: A. up B. dowii C.in ‘ * Dion !
15. A. signs B. letters- "1 C.messdges - D.figures:.
16. A. because of B. instéad of C.in spiteof D.as aresdlt of
17. A. value B. sadness C. pities * 1D-tricks
18. A. preventing B. getting rid of C. destroying * D. doing 'wrong on
19. A. dirty B. ugly C. special D..silly
20. A. have B. get .C.take  «a D. miss
Reading comprehension.. s TS .
A . “ ' x

It is by no means dead, but for the first time, a new survey has shown that tradi-

~ tional marriage has ended to be the preferred living arrangement in the majority of US

*

households. ' : '

The findings indicated that marriage did notfigure in nedrly 55. 8 million Ameri-

can family households, or 50. 2  percent, N .
+ 1+ More than 14 million of them were theaded by single women, another five million
by single men, while 36. 7 milliori belonged to a category desecribéd as “non-family
"households”. By comparison, the number of traditional households with married cou-
plés at their core stood atsslightly more than 55. 2 million, or 49. 8 percent of ‘the to-
tal. Unmarried couples were attrdcted toward big:cities such as' New’ York, Chicago,
Los Angeles and San Franciscd, while the farm states in the Great Plains and fural
cothmunities of the Midwest and West rémained bastions(#£) of traditionalism, ac-
cording to the survey. . i . '
‘ The shift, experts said, also rdised the question about the future effectiveness of
so-called “family value” policy’ currently played by both Republicans and Democrats.
"Douglas Besharov, a sociologist with the Americdn Enterprise Institute, said it is
diffictilt for the traditionalfamily to remain tinchanged after three and a half decades of
divorce ratés reaching 50 percent and five.detades out-of-wedlock (4§ 4) births. 's
“Change is in the air,” Besharov said in aecént interview. “The only question is
whetheér it is a disaster or just an evolution..” . ’ -

He predicted that cohabitation([&]J&) and témporary relationships between people

+ were likély to dominate America’s social landscape for years-to.come. -




