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I. R

Section 1
Text 1

Early Birds

An ‘early bird” used to be a persc;n who was awake early and began his (or her)day’s work
before other people. The people who said it were thinking of an old saying:”It is the early bird
that catches the worm. ”But since 1965 the Early Bird has had a different meaning. The modern
Early Bird is a coﬁﬁhﬁmcgtlorﬁ’ \'f“telhte in orbit round the eg[é;h

T i -

r'a.:bitl .
The use of wires to carry telephone communications and for other purposes of the same kind

does not satisfy modern needs. We had to use radio. But the radio waves that we use for these pur-

poses—— microwaves — — — travel in straight lines. They do not follow the curve of the earth?;
T V1 4
surface. We can send them from one radio station to another — — —a relay station———w ere?we

amphfy them and send them on to a third station. If there is no relay statlo\g Jlethm about 50 kilo-
metres to receive the microwaves,they will continue into space. At a certain height,some of them
are sent back to earth. A powerful station several hundred kilometres from their starting —point
can receive them. But these are not good ways of sending the thousands of telephone,radio and
television signals across the oceans.

Scientists were thinking about communications satellites. They wanted to produce satellites
big enough to separate a large number of different signals,amplify them and then relay them pow-
erfully. And they wanted to put each of these satellites into an orbit which would keep it over one
point on the surface of the turning world. With four satellites of this kind— — —two over the At-
lantic sone over Pacific ,and one over the Indian Ocean— — —we could send radio,television,and
telephone signals from any one place to any other place on the surface of the earth.

Early Bird was the first of these new communications satellites . It went into orbit in a
“fixed”position over the Atlantic Ocean on 2 May 1965.

Just over two years later ,the second and third satellites went into positions over the Pacific
Ocean. This made it possible for people in a large number of countries to see the same television
pictures at the same time.

On 25 June 1967, very large numbers of people in very many countries saw and heard the
same television progrmme “live’. The programme was called” Our World". It dealt with man’s
problems and difficulties. It also dealt with man’s successes and his hopes for the future. The pic-
tures and the sound were relayed by the Atlantic and Pacific satellites; they came from Africa,
Canada, Mexico, Australia, Japan,and Europe. And they were received in all those parts of the

world— — —received ‘loud and clear’,as the radio men say.



Notes

1. The use of wires to carry telephone communications **+ does not satisfy modern needs — — —
“satisfy”means “fulfill the desires, expectations, needs or demands”. £ It “satisfy ” & & 17] , &
BRWHRE FHE.

2. This made it possible for people in a large number of countries to see the same TV pictures at
the same time — — —to be as a Preparatory Object,”it” in "make it possible” refers to " for

people in a large number of countries to see the same TV pictures at the same time. " {E 5 i 4§

MRUHERZERRANMEREMNEAY B "RXGF.
Comprehension

I . Select the best of the four choices a, b, c;and d for each sentence.
1. In this text Early Bird refers to
a. A person who was awake very early.
b. A person who began work before anyone else.
c. Communications satellites over the Atlantic,the Pacific and the Indian Oceans.
d. One of these satellites in orbit around the earth.
2. What does a communications satellite do?
a. It sends TV signals to any part of the world.
b. It receives radio, telephone and TV signals from any part of the world.
c. It serves as a radio,telephone and TV relay station.
d. It broadcasts live programmes around the world.
3. What is a relay station?
a. It is just another name for radio station or broadcast station.
b. It is a place where people collect microwaves from space.
c. It is a place where the microwaves continue into space.
d. It is a place where radio waves are received,strengthened and then sent on.
4. How many satellites are necessary to send radio or TV signals“from any one place to any other
place around the world?
a. One. b. Two. c. Three. d. Four.
5. Early Bird went into orbit in a ‘fix’ position. What does this mean?
a. Its orbit keeps it always over the same place on the earth’s surface.
b. It is not moving and so it always stays in the same place.
c. It is usually over one of the oceans.
d. It only relays certain signals but not other signals.
6. People in many countries saw and heard the same television programme ‘live’. What does this
mean?
a. It means what they saw and heard was true.

2



b. It means they could see and hear the programme while they were still alive.

o

. It means the programme they saw and heard then was at actual performance.

d. It means the programme took place in real life.

I.

Complete the sentences, using the words or phrases taken from the text. (Verbs should be

used in their proper forms. )

a. awake b. communications c. purpose d. needs e. follow f. signals
g. keep h. surface i. large numbers of j. deal with
Communications satellites separate a large number of different ,amplify them and then

relay them powerfully.

Though much improved , remain a big problem in China.

. Is the child or asleep?

My needs are few. Ten or twenty dollars will meet my immediate L
wild animals get killed throughout the world each year.

The railway line  the river for several miles.

In this part of the world the earth has a really rough

Her illness  her in hospital for almost a year.

Did you come for the of visiting your family,or for business purposes?

10. What did he in his last lecture?



Text 2

Looking for a Job

When I told my family that I was thinking of taking a cooking job,the roars of laughter were
rather discouraging. No one believed that I could cook at all,as I had never had a chance to prac-
tise at home . Our cook,aged sixty —five and slightly touched,had ruled in the kitchen for thirty
years and had an irritating tendency to regard the saucepans,stove and indeed all the kitchen fit-
tings as her own property.

I once crept down there when I thought she was asleep in her room to try out an omelette.
Noiselessly I removed a frying pan from its hook and the eggs from their cupboard. It was the pop
of the gas that woke her,I think, for I was just breaking the first egg when a pair of slippered
feet shuffled round the door and a shriek of horror caused me to break the egg on the {loor. This
disaster upset cook so much that she locked herself in the larder with all the food and we had to

- make our Sunday dinner off bananas.

If the family weren’t going to be helpful I would look for a job all by myself and not tell them
about it till I"d got one. 1 has no idea of exactly what job I should apply for,so I decided to go to
an agency. | had seen one advertised in a local paper,so as soon as there was no one about to say
"where are you going 7”1 rushed out of the house in search of it . I was wildly excited, and as ner-
vous as if I were going to a stage audition. Finding the place quite easily,] tore up three flights of
stairs, and swung breathlessly through a door which said " Enter without knocking ,if you
please”. v

The dingy,bottle —green atmosphere of the office sobered me ,and I sat meekly on the edge
of a chair and could see my nose shining out of the corner of my eye. I thought perhaps it was a
good thing ;it might look more earnest . The woman at the desk opposite scrutinized me for a
while through rimless glasses,and I became absorbed in the question of whether or not she wore a
wig. I had just decided that it was too undesirably shabby to be anything but her own hair ,when
1 realized that she was murmuring questions at me. I answered in a hoarse whisper because it
seemed to be the thing,and because all of a sudden I started to feel rather pathetic. She hinted in
a delicate way that she wondered why I was looking for this sort of job,so I felt impelled to give
her a glimpse of a widowed mother and a desperate struggle against poverty. I almost made my-
self believe in the pathos of it,and we had to cough and change the subject. I felt even more pa-
thetic when she told me that it would be difficult to get a job without experience or references.
She rustled about among her papers for a bit and I wondered whether I ought to leave, when the
telephone on her desk rang. While she was conducting a mysterious conversation she kept looking
at me. Then I heard her say:

” As a matter of fact ,1’ve got someone in the office at this very moment who might suit. ”She
wrote down a number ,and my spirits soared as I took the slip of paper she held out to me ,say-

ing:”Ring up this lady. She wants a cook immediately. In fact, you would have to start tomorrow

4



by cooking dinner for ten people. Could you manage that,I wonder?”

"Oh yes,”said — — —never having cooked for more than four in my life.
Notes
. There was no one about to say “where are you going?”— — —“be about”means “be nearby;be
in the area or be around(Am.E) "R B &H AM“KREWHIL?”
2. 1 became absorbed in the question of whether or not she wore a wig — — —"be absorbed in ”

means "use up much of the attention or interest”. H.LEE . SMWRIE.

* 3. All of a sudden I started to feel ratfier pathetic— — —"all of a sudden” means "suddenly”. Here
"sudden”is a noun. ZERF K EHBLGR,

Comprehension

I. Select the best of the four choices a,b,c,and d for each sentence.
1. When the girl told her family that she was thinking of taking a cooking job they all laughed be-
cause
a. They didn’t believe she was serious.
b. They wanted to discourage her from the idea.
c. She could not cook at all.
(\i/She had never cooked anything at home.
2. One Sunday when their cook got upset
a. The family had to go hungry.
b. The family had to do their own cooking themselves.
\C/The family had to had some fruit for dinner.
d. The girl cooked dinner for the family.
3. When did the girl leave home to look for a job?
%/After the family refused to help her.
b. As soon as she saw an advertisement in a local paper.
c./She waited until there was no one at home.
d. After she had made up her mind about what to do.
4. The dingy,bottle—green atmosphere of the office sobered me. That means
She became relaxed in the office.
b. She became less worried in the office.
¢./She became sensible in the office.
d. She became disappointed in the office.
5. The woman in the office
& Had very untidy hair.
b. Wore a shabby wig.



c. Wore a wig because her hair was untidy.
d. Had very unattractive hair like a-shabby wig.
6. It seemed to be the thing means
a. It seemed to be what the woman wanted to know.
PJ/ It seemed proper to talk in a low hoarse voice.
c. It seemed right to answer her questions.
d. It seemed that I should feel pathetic.
7. The woman told the girl that it would be difficult for her to get a job because
a. She was too young to get a job.
b. She was too pathetic to hold a job.
c. She had never learned to be a cook.
d) She had never had a job before.
8. Which of the following statements is true?
a. The girl had to struggle against poverty because her mother was widowed.
b. Her family was living in poverty because of the death of her father.
j She lied to the woman about her family background.
d. She had to tell the truth of her family so as to get a job.
I . Complete the following sentences, using the words and phrases from the text. (Verbs should

be used in their proper forms. )

1. poverty 2. all by oneself 3. have no idea of 4. aged 5. asleep 6. rush
7. helpful 8. anything but 9. discouraging 10. as a matter of fact
1.1t’s very _ that every time I try to ride a bicycle I fall off.

2.She is  probably between 20 and 25.

3. The boy la}.r half  on the sunlit lawn in the park.

4. Your advice has been very  to our decision.

5. Do you think you can manage  ?

6.She  what he was trying to explain.

7.We  him home before the rain began.

8.Heis diligent. .

9. prevented the boy from continuing his education.

10. Officially he is in charge, but his secretary doe.s all the work.



Text 3

Capital Punishment or Life—Imprisonment?

Among the company was a lawyer,a young man of about twenty——flve On being asked his
opinion, he said:

"Capital punishment and life —imprisonment are equally immoral; but if 1 were offered the
choice between them,I would certainly choose the second. It’é better to live somehow than not to
live at all.” ,

There ensued a lively discussion. The banker who was then younger and more nervous sud-
denly lost his temper,banged his fist on the table,and turning to the young lawer,cried out

“It’s a lie. I bet you two millions you wouldn’t stick in a cell even for five years. ”

“If you mean it seriously, "replied the lawer, “then I bet I’ll stay not five but fifteen. ”

“Fifteen! Done!{”cried the banker. “Gentlemen,] stake two millions. ”

“Agreed. You stake two millions,I my freedom, ”said the lawer. :

So this wild,ridiculous bet came to pass. The banker,who at that time had too many millions
to count,spoiled and capricious, was beside himself with rapture. During supper he said to the
lawer jokingly; ‘

“Come to your senses,young man,before it’s too late. Two millions are nothing to me,but
you stand to lose three or four of the best years of your life. I say three or four , because you’ll
never stick it out any longer. Don’t forget either,you unhappy man , that voluntary is much heav-
ier than enforced imprisonment. The idea that you have the right to free yourself any moment will
poison the whole of your life in the cell. I pity you. ”

And now the banker,pacing from corner to corner,recalled all this and asked himself;

“Why did 1 make this bet? What’s the good? The lawyer loses fifteen years of his life and 1
throw away two millions. Will it convince people that capital punishment is worse or better than
imprisonment for life? No,no! all stuff and rubbish. On my part,it was the caprlce of a well-fed

man;on the lawyer’s,pure greed of gold.”
Notes

1. capital punishment and life —imprisonment — — — | 5 & 5§ W36
2.ensue—— —v. BEHRT . EWELE

3.stick———v. ®R7E, B %

4.stake———v. FEE

5. capricious— — —a. {E £ &



6. rapture— — —a. WX F# K, X F R
7.cell=prison— — —n. Wik

Comprehension

Make the best choice according to the text.

1.

If I offered the choice between them.I would certainly choose the second.

a. am ' '

b. have

c. have been

d. were

The idea  you have the right to free yourself any moment will poison the whole of your life
in the cell. ‘ '

a. that

b. which

c. what

d. when

. If this selection were converted to drama form, the last paragraph would be considered a

a. allegory

b. climax

¢. masque

d. soliloquy

The interest of this selection is ,for the most part ,attributable to

a. the well —developed dialogue forming the plot of the story

b. the skill of the writer in creating a mood of mystery

c. the many leading questions that are asked throughout the selection

d. the fact that most people are interested in the question of capital punishment as opposed to

- life imprisonment

. The underlined word ”capricious”refers to a person who

a.is conceited to the point that he believes no one is worthy of his company
b. is commercial even in his dealings with friends
c. hardly ever takes time out for recreation and relaxation

d. lives as his fancy dictates

. The lawyer was eager to make the bet primarily -

" a.to teach banker a lesson

b. to win two million dolllars
c. because he was strongly opposed to capital punishment

d. because he enjoyed being indoors for long periods of time



