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Summery

This anthology “Wenxuan” (as called “Selected Literature”),
compiled at the beginning of 600s A.D. by Xiao Tong, the Prince
Zhaoming during the Liang Dynasty (502A. D. — 557 A.D.). As the
oldest and the most influential Collection of Refined Literature, it
selected literature works on poem, rhyme prose, parallel prose, as
well as essay. Studies on this anthology began shortly after the its
completion, to the date of Sui Dynasty (581-618) and Tang Dynasty
(618-907), expert like Cao Xian had special study on it, to the Song
Dynasty (960-1279), according to scholar Wang Yinglin in the his
“.Kun Xue Ji Wen”, “Li was so good on ‘Selected Literature’, he
added annotations on it and teached others, so he name the study on
“Wenxuan” as “the Study of Wenxuan”. At the Xuan Zong to Kai
Yuan period of the Tang Dynasty, Lu Yanzuo the Ministor of the
Board on Works, combined the annotations of Wenxuan by Lu Yanji,
Liu Liang, Zhang Xi, Lu Xiang, Li Zhouhan, and name his work as
“Selected Literature with Five Annotations”, it was followed by the
“Selected Literature with Six Annotations”, with one more as Li Shan
by the end of the North Song Dynasty (960-1127). But the study on
Wenxuan was on the wane in Song Dynasty (960-1279), Yuan
Dynasty (1271-1368), Ming Dynasty (1368 -1644), nevertheless it
was again on the upgrade at Qing Dynasty (1644-1911)

Among the many annotations in the following dynasties, Li Shan ’s
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annotations at Tang Dynasty was the best.With a stress on the
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vocabulary, gramma, rhetoric,Li’s annotation made a great help for us
to better comprehend and have a further -study on the “Selected
Literature”, especially on the point at “the deep concentration on
literatural skill by a wide use of vocabulary”, considering the
traditional exegetics studies, Li focused on the rhetoric expression of
the literature, and made out some rules from it. Firstly, Li was
specially fond of the study on varied ways of rhetoric expressions,
and what is more, he specified the different kinds on using metaphor,
such as “general metaphor”, “metaphor in different layers”,

“metaphor at its own meaning”, “metaphor at mood” and “metaphor
as satire”. Secondly, for most of Li* s attention laid on the citation,
as the base of exegetics study, he was the first to \make it intq
different styles, such as: a. citation of the former to illustrate the
later; b. citation to illustrate the both; c. citation of the later as to
explain the former, in the meantime, Li pointed out the any citation
should not blur the meaning‘of the main text. And thirdly, Li also
revealed some other metaphor skills, as “cross —reference”,

“meaning—change”,  “parallel text”, “pretext”,  “linkup text”,
“rhetorical question”, -“details and omissions”, “commendatory

terms”, “derogatory terms”, “self—depreciatory expressions”, “avoid

@
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mentioning expressions”,  “rhyme and rhythm”,  “imitation”
characters adopted to represent homophones”, etc..

Of the many rhetorical phenomenon in the “Selected
Literature”, Li Shan might point out directly or indiréctly some of

them, or possiblely slip many others as well, but once a comparison
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with “Selected Literature with Five Annotations” is made, we can
make a clear view.

The writer of this article, based on the Chinese Rhetori;;al
System and those many rhetorical phenomenon in the “Selected
Literature” unmentioned in the any previous studies or annotations,
analyses the following rhetorical usages:  “repetition”, “crisscross
structure”, “abridgement”, “hidden expression”, “exaggeratio.n”,
“rhetorical fit—in text”,  “reduplicated words”,  “meaning shift”,
“winding words”, “sense of penetration”, “displaying method”, “self-
posted question”, “exclamation”, “parallelism”, “going forward layer
by layer”, “contrast”, “narration”, etc..

Further more, the writer of this article, with a view of cultural
background makes a conclusion of 5 aspects on Li Shan’s Studies
considering rhetoric and exegetics fields: 1. description and vivid
metaphor of the original image: a nature orientated philosophy; 2.
Citation and imitation in a gentle way: a tradition esteemed social
background; 3. Self-depreciatory and avoid—mentioning expressions:
a historical heritage of the system on ceremony and propriety; 4.
cross—reference and parallelism, the conformity or heterogeneity: an
literature epoch of self-esteem and consciousness; 5. Deficiencies in
the rhetorical expressions, as hidden —expression, exaggeration,
sensibility at a general view, owing to the limitations of author and
his time.

The biggest contribution Li Shan’s “Annotation to Selected
Literature” lays in: he set up a comprehensive and systematic

exegetics rule, his massive and detailed citation also provided much
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documentation as well. What is more, his works enlightened many
literature critics in following dynasties at the field of literature theory
and critique.

Of the academic significance of Li Shan’s study on the
“Selected therature , considering in the field at both rhetorical and
exegetics studles might lay in:

1. He opened up new domain on the study of “Selected
Literature”, enriched the content and made it possible for a deeper
research. '

2. Even though Li’s annotation could be out of self -
consciousness or not, but it still provided readers a solid,
comprehensive awareness on classical Chinese Rhetoric.

3. Li’s works on the “Selected Literature”, as a study of
Chinese rhetoric history by period, could enrich the research and
provide more accurate and reliable information for that period.

4. Li’s study on Chinese rhetoric and exegetics could foster a

crisscross study of literature, aesthetics and medieval culture.
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