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The management of patients with an ophthalmic tumor presents particular challenges. Ophthalmic
tumors are rare and diverse so that their diagnosis can be quite complex. Treatment usually requires
special expertise and equipment and in many instances is controversial. The field is advancing rapidly,
because of accelerating progress in tumor biology, pharmacology, and instrumentation. Increasingly,
the care of patients with an ocular or adnexal tumor is provided by a multidisciplinary team, comprising
ocular oncologists, general oncologists, radiotherapists, pathologists, psycholosists, and other specia-
lists. Such expertise may only be available far from the patient’s home, in which case the local ophthal-
mologist will continue to be involved in the patient’s care. For all these reasons, we felt that there was
scope for a textbook of ophthalmic oncology, which would amalgamate knowledge from several differ-
ent disciplines, thereby helping the various specialists to understand each other better and to coopera-
te more efficiently.

The purpose of Clinical Ophthalmic Oncology is to provide up-to-date information of the shole spec-
trum of the eyelid, conjunctival intraocular, and orbital tumors. The first section is devoted to basic prin-
ciples of chemotherapy, radiation therapy, cancer epidemiology, angiogenesis, and cancer genetics.
We have also included a chapter on counseling patients with ophthalmic cancer.

Special attention has been paid to make the text easily readable. Each chapter has a similar layout
with boxes that highlight the key features, tables that provide comparision, and flow diagrams that out-
line therapeutic approaches. Several chapters authored by radiation oncologists, medical physicists,
pediatric oncologists, hematologist-oncologists, and medical geneticists have been included to provide
a broader perspective.

The authors followed a tight timeline to keep the contents of the book current. All the 124 authors from

18 countries were gracious to accept editorial changes so as to present a balanced view of clinical

practice. As evidence-based data are spares in the field of ophthalmic oncology, it is anticipated that

Comprehensive Clinical Ophthalmic Oncology will act as a stimulus for further thought and investiga-

tion.

It is our sincere hope that readers will find as much pleasure reading this textbook as we had writing

and editing it. If you find Comprehensive Clinical Ophthalmic Oncology informative, it is because (para-
phrasing Isaac Newton), “we have seen further, by standing on the shoulders of the giants.”

Arun D. Singh, MD

Bertil E. Damato, MD, FRCS

Jacob Pe’er, MD

A. Linn Murphree, MD

Julian D. Perry, MD
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