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3 Dialogue

The following dialogue happens between a young husband and his wi fe one

morning be fore the winter vacation. They are exciting about the coming holiday

and making a plan for it.

W,
H.
W

ETETECX

g

Hey, darling! It’s snowing outside!

Really! No wonder there is so much noise outside.

So beautiful! And the winter vacation is coming soon, we can enjoy our holi-
days as we like!

What is your plan, my dear?

: I am not clear about it yet. Do you have any good ideas?

To be frank, I feel very tired and I prefer to stay at home and lie in bed.

: Don’t you think that would be a waste of time?

We are so busy during the year and we deserve to ...

: We deserve to spend some money and enjoy life, right? Why not go out visit-

ing some interesting places?

OK. I have no complaint.

: Oh, my dear. Don’t be so discouraging. Fresh air and beautiful sceneries are

good for people’s health, 1’m sure you will feel completely relaxed-physically

and psychologically.

: Sounds not too bad. So what is the place in your mind?

B
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If you would like to go abroad, we can go to Hawaii, or maybe Australia-that

is always my dream.

. How about Ha’erbin? Ice-engraving there is pretty famous!
. Won’t it be too cold?

. Of course it will be, but don’t you like a place with snow and ice every-

where?

: Yeah., But,...

: And we have just bought a warm and thick coat for you, right? If we get

another one for me, there would be no problem.

: Sounds fine,

Anyway, you name the place, whatever you like is my choice!

: Naughty boy! You always try to force your ideas and pretend to be a loving

husband.

Well, that’s exactly where my charm lies!

: Humph ... Anyway, I have to get some information from a travel agency

first.

And I will search for some information on the Internet!

: Whatever it will be, let’s go out to play with snow first!

Sentence Patterns

...is the most important holiday/a traditional festival/a very busy day of the
year in . ...

... has been a national / international / local celebration in ... for ... years.
It is a day when people ...

A typical activityon ... isto...

Going out to dinner has become a tradition on ...

Many families will get together for a big meal at ....

This traditional festival is related with an interesting legend.

There are a lot of stories about this traditional activity / food.

... are popular traditional gifts for ..

This festival is a cheerful occasion.

A happy festival atmosphere pervaded the whole town.

2.4
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Activities

A

Task 1 ,%

S5 Description

Spring Festival, the lunar new year, can be regarded as the most important
holiday in China. Describe it to your partners including the following informa-
tion:

1) How is the date of Spring Festival determined?

2) Why do Chinese regard this festival as very important?

3) How do people celebrate it now—what to eat; what to do; what to wear;

etc, 7
4) Are there differences between the ways that people celebrated Spring Fes-

tival in the past and at present in China?

Task 2 %

95 Survey

Have an interview of at least three of your classmates and try to survey the

problem-feature, function, and value about holidays. Fill in the table.

Classmate feature function value

A

&
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Task 3 @_’

95 Comparison and Contrast

Among the holidays, there are many similarities and dissimilarities. Com-
pare the following festivals from as many angles as possible.

1) Spring Festival & Christmas

2) Valentine’s Day & Qigiao Festival

3) Mother’s Day & Father’s Day

Task 4
R

S5 Personal opinion

Think about the following questions and prepare for a speech. Then work in
pairs and exchange your idea with your partners.

1) Do you think festivals will disappear? Why or why not?

2) Will western festivals take the place of those similar Chinese festivals,
such as Spring Festival vs. Christmas; Qiqgiao Festival vs. Valentine’s
Day? Why or why not?

3) Do you enjoy western festivals? Why or why not?

4) What do you think of the so-called “golden week” in China today?

Task 5
250

95 Discussion

Form small groups and have a discussion of the following questions. Then
you’ll choose a speaker from each group to give a brief report to the whole class.
1) Were there and will there be any changes to festivals? How?
2) What do you think of the newly-introduced holidays in recent years, such
as Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, etc. ?

1 A
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Task 6 ,%

03 Story-Telling

Many traditional holidays are related with legends. Please tell a story about

the legend of any holiday you know to your partners.

Task 7 %

05 Mini-Ecture

There are three important elements in composing a holiday: specific date,
object and activities. Please choose a holiday you know pretty well and prepare a

three-minute lecture, including at least the above three elements about it.

Task 8
—f@

05 Classification

As we know, there are four origins of holidays: religion, the birthday or the
death date of a hero; historic events or people; the shifts of seasons or the time
of plants ripeness, Now please do as follows:

1) List 10 holidays you know;

2) Classify them according to their origins;

3) Choose one from each and tell your partners about the origins of them.

Task 9
___..__J@

05 Listening and Speaking

Listen to the following program from VOA. This is America-Mother’s Day,
2001, fill in the blanks below and summarize what you have heard to your part-

ner.

il 5
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Date of Mother’s Day

Activities

1) give
2) send
3) buy

4) going out to

5) have the children . or they might

6) Fathers might

7) People who cannot spend the day with their mother

8) Gotwa

How long has it been celebrated? years

History

Nation celebrated it first

Cybele-the
of

Goddess honored

person most responsible for it

year in which people reached

agreement of it

Popular Gifts

& Words and Expressions

¢5 Some Holidays

st B New Year’s Day

& A1 Valentine’s Day

EFri3 4 ¥ International Women’s Day
B 7?7 April Fools’ Day

#H B Y Tomb-sweeping Day

6 A
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EHFR35 2 International Labor Day
FEFEY Chinese Youth Day

E Fr JLEY International Children’s Day
E k¥ National Day

X #tF7 Christmas Day

H 1T Easter Day

£ 337 Mother’s Day

2L ¥ Y Father’s Day

BB A7 Thanksgiving Day

#% Spring Festival

JLE T Lantern Festival

W43 Dragon-Boat Festival

4 1597 Double-Seventh Day / Qiqiao Festival
1Bk 3 Mid-Autumn Festival

HFHT Double Ninth Festival

05 Related Words and Phrases

BRI ;BB new year’s eve

H AT 4L valentines or love tokens

B AT I hoax / practical jokes

B & R K Easter egg

K FE R turkey and dressing

#FH Bt Spring Festival couplets

L4 special purchases for the Spring Festival

#(7 propose a toast

W 1B 4T fireworks and firecrackers

#1 {5 red packets

P& staying-up

4 pay New Year’s call; give New Year’s greetings; New Year’s visit
JE % 4 gift money; money given to children as a lunar New Year gift
Hi @ 4% family reunion dinner

BEF jiaozi; dumplings

@ tangyuan; sweet dumplings

A7
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¥ F zongzi; a pyramid-shaped dumpling made of glutinous rice wrapped in

bamboo or reed leaves
J\E R eight treasures rice pudding
R A candy tray
488 assorted candies— sweet and fortune
£T % lantern
¥T#¥ riddles written on lanterns
¥T4: exhibit of lanterns
F AL regatta
R T B E8HF a bridge of magpies across the Milky Way
/LB E climbing mountains on the Double Ninth Festival
1t £ £ masquerade parties
7 %3 E N Halloween pumpkins
X #EE /B Christmas Card / Tree
X#EEZ A Christmas Father / Santa Claus

3 Supplementary Readings

Reading 1 ,%
90% Calls for Traditional Festival Holidays

A national survey has found that nine out of 10 people believe the Chinese
traditional Mid-autumn Day, or Moon Festival, should be a national holiday and
86 % call for a day off on that day.

The survey, conducted by the Beijing-based China Youth Daily and online
portal sina. com. cn, also found the Spring Festival, with 27 % support, tops all
traditional festivals as the most valued festival. Mid-autumn Day comes the sec-
ond, getting 22% support.

Analysts attribute the low support percentages to the misunderstanding of
those traditional festivals. In modern days, lack of time to observe the traditional
festivals has reduced them to days of merely a big meal.

Echoing the people’s will, deputies of the National People’ s Congress

8 A
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(NPC) proposed in their March session this year to legalize the Chinese tradition-
al festivals and to officially declare national holidays. But the bill has been sub-
mitted to the State Council, China’s cabinet, but no decision has been made yet.

“Chinese people need to understand their traditional culture through observ-
ing the traditional festivals,” said Ji Baocheng, president of the Renmin Universi-
ty of- China and also an NPC deputy. “We need more traditional holidays other
than the Spring Festival, ”

Besides the Moon Festival that comes every August 15 on Chinese lunar cal-
endar, Dragon Boat Festival (May 5 on the lunar calendar), Double Nine Festival
(September 9 on the lunar calendar) and Lantern Festival among others are all
traditional ones bearing the profound Chinese culture.

As China opens further to the outside world, Western festivals as the Valen-
tine’s Day, have become very popular, particularly on the young, who seem to
care more about Western festivals than the traditional ones,

The 4% supporting rate for the Chinese Double Seven Festival (July 7 on the
lunar calendar), or Chinese Valentine’s Day, draws a sharp comparison to the
breathtaking scene on the Western Valentine’ s Day when crowds pack flower
shops for roses.

A notion of spending those traditional festivals by enjoying delicious food has
spread across the country. People have taken it for granted that eating rice dump-
lings on the Dragon Boat Festival or rice glue ball on Lantern Festival is the main
purpose after a day’s work or study.

“It is necessary to bring new meanings to those traditional festivals such as
Double Nine and Qingming Festival to keep pace with the times,” said Ji
Baocheng.

Reading 2 %
The Moon Cakes and Mid-Autumn Festival

One of the most important Chinese festivals is the Mid-Autumn Festival,
Chinese ancestors believed that the seventh, eighth, and ninth lunar months be-

long to autumn. So the Mid-Autumn Festival falls on the 15th day of the eighth

B9
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lunar month.

Mid-Autumn Festival celebrations dated back

v« more than 2, 000 years. In feudal times, Chinese
¥ emperors prayed to Heaven for a prosperous year,
‘ They chose the morning of the 15th day of the sec-
ond lunar month to worship the sun and the evening of the 15th day of the eighth
lunar month to hold a ceremony in praise of the moon. In the western district of
Beijing is Yuetan Park, which originally was the Temple of Moon. Every year,
the emperor would go there to offer a sacrifice to the moon.

In mid-autumn, farmers have just finished

gathering their crops and bringing in fruits from &
the orchards. They are overwhelmed with joy . -
when they have a harvest and at the same time, &
they feel quite relaxed after a year of hard work.
So the 15th day of the eighth lunar month has
gradually evolved as a widely celebrated festival for ordinary people. When the
night falls, the land is bathed in silver moonlight. Families set up tables in their
courtyards or sit together on their balconies, chatting and sharing offerings to the
moon. Together, they enjoy the spell of night,

People in different parts of China have different ways to celebrate the Mid-
Autumn Festival. But one traditional custom has definitely remained and is
shared by all the Chinese. This is eating the festive specialty; cakes shaped like
the moon.

There is a story about the moon cake, It says that in the 14th century. Chi-
nese peasants could no longer bear the cruel rule of the Mongolians. They secret-
ly planned an uprising on the night of the Mid-Autumn Festival. The peasant
leaders took advantage of the custom of sending moon-cakes as festive presents.
They left messages on paper about the plan and placed the messages under the
moon-cakes. So all the peasants were informed about the uprising and finally,
they won the battle,

Originally, moon-cakes were a family tradition. But gradually they began to
appear at markets and stores. The moon-cakes made in various parts of the coun-

try have very different flavors. For instance, Beijing moon-cakes have a thin

10 4.



