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Abstract

Central Asia is a core area in which China conducts its interna-
tional energy cooperation. Through more than ten years’ exploration,
experimentation and practice, the gas and oil cooperation between
China and Central Asia countries has already formed a pattern; inves-
ting primarily in Kazakhstan; devoting great effort to building gas and
oil pipelines between China and Kazakhstan; actively taking part in
the gas and oil exploitation of other countries such as Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan, etc. With China’s increasing dependence on impor-
ting energy, realization of the “pluralization” of gas and oil sources

and the °

¢

safety” of energy transportation has become an imperative
demand for ensuring state energy security. Under such circumstance,
Central Asia’s status in China’s energy strategy deployment has further
heightened. Therefore, it is necessary to study the energy relations be-
tween China and Central Asian countries both theoretically and strate-
gically.

Based on the geographically contiguous relation between China
and Central Asia countries, the theory and method of new geopolitics
contribute to establish a proper frame for this study. The application of
such a research frame requires one to analyze the plural factors and
variables of this cooperation. To be more specific, we need to analyze
not only traditional geopolitical factors, such as geographical elements’
and power politics, but also geo — economic factors present in new sit-
uation; not only factors in the sense of state actors, but also factors in
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the sense of non — state actors; not only neighboring geographic fac-
tors, but also global links in new situation; not only structural factors
in international systems, but also effects of internal factors.

At a time of furious international energy competition, China’s en-
trance into Central Asian area will undoubtedly lead to opportunities as
well as challenges. As an area with an unstable political situation, se-
rious ethnic and religious conflicts, intervention by big powers and va-
rious political forces, Central Asia always has an intricate political en-
vironment. Moreover, abundant gas and oil resources enable it to be-
come a complex stage for international interaction. Since the collapse
of Soviet Union, international actors joining the contest of this area
have increased tremendously. Different from the geo — political contest
between Russia and Britain in this area in 19th, after cold war, forces
joining the Game of Central Asia includes not only state actors (US,
Russia, China, EU, Tran, Turkey), but also international organiza-
tions, transnational corporations, Islamic religion groups, nation -
splitting forces, international terrorist organizations and transnational
crime gangs engaging in smuggle and drug trafficking, etc. Parlicipat-
ing energy cooperation with Central Asia in such background, China
needs to evaluate complex factors and variables in making its strategic
decision.

Among factors affecting energy cooperation between China and
Central Asian Countries, what the traditional geopolitics emphasizes
are the unchanging macro — environment and background. After the
breakdown of Soviet Union, reasons for the emergence of “new great
game” participated by international actors in Central Asia lie in its
specific geopolitical conditions: Crossing Asian and European conti-
nents, bordering upon many countries, in the confluence of different
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