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Unit 1 Big Bucks the Easy Way 1

Big Bucks the Easy Way

[. Background Information

Minimum wage

Minimum wage is the smallest amount of money per hour
that an employer may legally pay a worker. It is fixed by law, a-
greement, or other means. In the United States, minimum wage
laws are made by the federal government and state and municipal
government. The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, popularly
known as the Federal Wage and Hour Law, established a mini-
mum wage of 25 cents an hour. The minimum wage has since
been increased by amendments to Fair Labor Standards Act in
1949, 1955, 1961, 1966, 1974, and 1977. The 1977 amendment
raised the minimum wage in stages from $ 2. 65 an hour in 1978
to $ 3. 35 an hour by 1981. By 1991, the minimum wage reached
$ 4. 25 an hour. And by Sept. 1997, it had reached $ 5. 15.

II. Pre-reading Questions

1. What did the ad printed on the bag promise?
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2. What did the father tell his college sons to think about? Why
did he want them to do so?

3. How did they respond to their father’s suggestion at first?
Why was he hurt by their response?

4. What job did the company offer the two boys? Why were they
overjoyed to take it? ,

5. What did their mother blame their father for?

6. What measures did the college men take to get the job done on
time?

7. Why did the kids stage strike?

8. What did the father say was the right way to make employces
exert their utmost? How did he persuade his eldest son to his
way of thinking?

9. How did the boy settle their accounts after the job was com-
pleted?

10. What happened one Sunday morning?

1. Discourse Analysis

1. Main ldea

Having looked into Father’s suggestion, the two sons un-
dertake the delivery of ad inserts and accept it as “piece of cake”
to get big bucks. Millions of pages of ad inserts are brought to
their home to be hand-delivered to 4 000 houses by 7 Sunday
morning with payment of $600 in ail. By hiring children to
help, they manage 1o get the work done, with the {inal profit of
$ 185 cach for 91 hours paid off. It turns out that therc is no

casy way to make lots of money or become successful in the
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world. However, they have quickly learned some management as
cooperation, efficiency, and business ethics. Then another try of
making money by seclling their family’s library tells us that they
should also understand that books are as valuable as, or even
more valuable than money.

2. Structure of the Text

Part One (I.1—L5): The author suggested to his two col-
lege-age sons that they should look into the message and find a

way to avoid the indignity of having to ask for money.

-yE ] A= G S SOV il

“The-author.suggested

-thev-shoulc::ook inte the messa
10. What happened one Sunday morning?

lll. Discourse Analysis

1. Main ldea

Having looked into Father’s suggestion, the two sons un-
dertake the delivery of ad inserts and accept it as “piece of cake”
to get big bucks. Millions of pages of ad inserts are brought to
their home to be hand-delivered to 4 000 houses by 7 Sunday

morning with payment of $600 in ail. By hiring children to

help, they manage 10 get the work done, with the {inal profit of

$ 185 cach for 91 hours paid off. It turns out that therc is no

casy way to make lots of money or become successful in the
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AEGAEKFALAERE WENE"REZTHRG?

“In the language of diplomacy, there is movement. ” (Lines
57—58)

Investigation revealed that they were offering “for sale or
rent” our entire library. (L.ines 102—103) kR FEE ik, HEHEH
FFH M UBRNZHS R BEEHRR? EFXLRBAWH
BERAK L. ANFEADAIDILFHERP BB HEREM”, 2
GURBEZEAREN, MRS THEEINARORSE.

2) &% (tone) .7 1 (intonation) 8§ 4K

“Super!” she snapped. “Just supper!” (Linel5) (She said
sharply with anger in her voice. ) ZHETHEAEF . BEH XK.
Her voice was unnaturally high and quavering. (Lines 37 — 38)
(Her voice was rather high and trembling. ) W E FT BB K F.
wEILHBH, BREHEN M, BIRK.

Her voice kept rising, as if working its way out of range of
the human ear. (lLines 46 —47) (Her voice became louder and
louder, as if it was going to destroy the human ear. ) fE3X B , 4
RAESK BREFTERTETINEREL"WEL HBORBT
ETREZEBETNRNLE, BRINUHIES T LA EMINEKE
M, BEMFERARETZH"HER,

DAXEEEXEFLEHNRTEANTRRBEFIIE S
—MEPFARETHRRE., EXELSRLEEGELH AN EF
BHERHERERHE-F AT NENEYSRE XY
EBRNHEEFEEIER B EE AN ARMAR
MBEAAER., SHRBMNM ¥ IMNEEHLITZ .
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IV. Language Points

1. indignity: n. injury to one’s dignity; insult H R & ™K 517
5 %
Peter felt it an indignity to work under a woman.
HEEBELXTHSFTIHBERE™.
They treated the country woman with indignity.
1 RN A,

2. look into

I look into the room but no one was there.
RAEFEERE.BEERAA.

2) try to find information in sth.; examine quickly or not
deeply 3% ; &H
He makes it a rule never to look into a newspaper.
ANBECDET —HFNRBREMYAE.

3) examine; try to find the truth about % ; @ #&E
The police are look into the disappearance of the jewelry.
FREEHEXRKIRESR.

3. deliver. vt. take (a letter, a parcel, goods) to houses or buy-
ers EE;ER @G EERINER, X9 [ send, send a letter
Al R F AR )

The postman at last delivered the letter we had been waiting
for.
MEEE A TRETRIN—EEBENRE.

Did you deliver my message to my father?
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4. live with; accept sth. unpleasant % ;T %

You must live with the fact that you are too old to react
quickly.

RELTHL FEENAERN, BLFEZINEE,

We can’t live with the noise of planes.

BIMBZART CHRRE .

5. It pains me to find that you both have been panhandling so
long that it no longer embarrasses you. ——1 am terribly sor-
ry to see that you two have been asking for money all these
days and you are not even feeling embarrassed. & B/ R {184
AMFERERTH - A BUARBE/E  ERBAL.
- it ERAEE HEMEER find-AEXEE. £
A that A find B EE, 5 — 4 that 4 so long MARIE.

6. inquire
1) v. ask (sth.) to be told 1] 5]

HH

inquire (of sb. ) wh-to-3}iA]

inquire (of sb. ) wh-clause

inquire into (a matter. ) & (— 4 3F)

inquire for (sb. /sth. You want to get ) H#][A] & oo >

kKR
inquire about (sth. You want to learn about ) [+ Ay
Ha
He inquired of the librarian whether they had got the
book.

R EBEERRBAIREH,

We inquired of him where to go.
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AT M LB,

2) cf ;inquire, ask, question WK “/H", KX SI#&#F .
inquire i AR AN"EEIE, MA Wi inquire sb. sth. ,
inquire sb. wh- + to inf. /clause, Tii ask i question f&
HENEREE.

1% :1 inquired him what he wanted.

iF : 1 inquired of him what he wanted.

ask MM LB HEB N EBABMBEBEE. inquire
WEAEX BB HEL MR TR R FET

®,
question IR ME, B TR EMIER, FF“&E”,
“HiETZE.

They all inquired what had happened in that remote vil-
lage.

IR ERBEMHERET 4.

1 have something to ask you.

REGHEENIRK,

Some witnesses on the scene were also questioned by
the police.
ERLHET -HESHBTE.
7. pull up :
1) Lift; raise by pulling fr; 3K O\ E %)

The climbers obtained their supplies by letting down a

rope and pulling them up.

BLERTHRT.H MBI,

The old tree will have to be pulled up by its roots.

2) (cause to) move forward [&} B



8 BRKPEIE (R B RER

Pull up a chair (to the table) and join the conversation.
RERFAR, ~BR.

3) (cause to) come to a stop ({#){&TF 3%k
The car pulled up in front of the teaching building.
INEREEHFREMNET Tk,

The driver pulled the bus up only just in time to avoid hit-
ting the child.
AR EEEE, ZREXETHET.
cf:pull into: (B E)Blik; FFid
The train pulled into the station on time.

P AR BB,

We pulled into the station on the stroke of eight.

AT 8 MAER IV,

pull out: (FYFE)I P eeeee- FE; (B P eeeeee 1
The train pulled out of the station right on time.
FIEERMNEB .

Suddenly the car in front of us pulled out and nearly
caused an accident.
RITAEHMBRERRIT R, ZRER—BFH.

8. What I was being blamed for, it turn out, was a newspaper
strike which made it necessary to hand-deliver the advertising
inserts that normally are included with the Sunday pa-
per. ——1 was blamed because there was a newspaper strike
and thus the advertising inserts had to be delivered by hand,
but normally they are included with the Sunday paper. ¥ Z ff
URBAE, FREBTF-BRULIANEL, FEERKELEY
BMABEHST EHA, LHARAEEERHEE,

It turned out TR HFEHAEFE, BHBEREF i
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K made HEREEF EEMNFERARAEXELE. that 5| FH M
4E inserts I EIE.
turn out:
1) happen to be in the end. &R 2;FXE;IEHE
The day turned out (to be) fine.
KEBRAHE NHEH,
The person I spoke to turned out to be the president.
MBEFNBIAFERRBRK.
2) be present in large number at an event K#t i 3h
The police turned out in force twenty minutes later.
EE_THuZEXRMLEHT.
The fire brigade turned out as soon as they heard the
warning signal.
HBAR — T B MEE SRR LZT .
3) make or produce 4 7= 3535 i
The factory turns out more than 1 000 cars a month.
BITEAEF 1000 BWIHKE.,
The school turns out well-behaved students.
TR R AREF AL,
9. piece of cake; (informal) sth. very easy to do (FFIER) F#
BHENE; NE—H
Learning English is anything but a piece of cake.
HFIWERESHSE.
He thought driving was a piece of cake.
AN BRERGBTNHHEME,
10. inform; tell; give information to & {F; ;%
W RAR.

inform sb. of/about sth.
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11.

inform sb. that-clause
The doctor is supposed to inform the patient about their con-

ditions.
EAENZERFEESNRE.
He informed us that the meeting had been cancelled.
HEMBIN, 2UEEHEBRHET.
cf: tell, inform, notify
tell HUOLHPEHENBEH . FL.BEBEEERH
AN. BAHRE inlorm,
inform IEEHEHFEH FREEXBH”.“FE. 5
WHEAZATUREEBMERMNG S, B HEE M EK
Bk,
notify M ER KM . AEERM. LB
He told me that I had passed the exam.
R, REITFR.
The department of teaching affairs informed me that 1
had passed CET-4.
HELEBRK, REL TREIEEREEK,
Please notify the matter to the authorities.
HRxHRERYER.
I had had a marvelous steak, but know better by now than
to say so. REZMFHFR T, EBARAELRRE N,
know better than to do sth. ; be wisc or sensible enough not
to do sth. REEH  HHAEAZETF - P ARETFEER -
She certainly knows better than to go there alone.
WREREMRERE - NEW,
You should know better than to play football in the class-

room.
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HREREREEREER.
12. make a dent in: (informal) make a first step towards success

in (FERBEHE—F BEHRE
Jim studied all afternoon and only make a dent in his home-
work.
EWMEITREE-ATF TN EEFELERERE D,
It’s already dark and we have not made a dent in this pile of
work.
REZRT RN TEERBIEHRE.
cut into; make less; reduce {#i¥ 7 ; 45 WL
High wages cut into the profits of the factory.
BLERLST I MFE,
The poor location of the house cuts into its value.
XEFFHBAN . EWMT ENNE.
cf; cut into; cut down
cut into BF “reduce” Z &, I F # cut down [F] X ,HELR
LHEBX EEREXHM  HEHET .
1) cut into; use part of (sth. such as money, time) unwill-
ingly A1 /& b (F A 3 4 (BR B g 1))
I shall have to cut into my savings to pay {or the holiday.
KRNI ARBEMAGRESRE,
2) cut down (on) sth. = cut back (on) sth. ; reduce (sth.)
esp. to save money 1§ HH BB Do
In these times of rising prices, we must all cut down
(on) our spending.
EXYH LB RMNBLIERITX.
“Dad, you have just worked a profound change in my per-

sonality. ” The bonus program had worked until someone
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15.

16.

demanded to see the color of cash.
1) B—4FH work K & 3hial, A bring about, produce
(result or effects), X 4l:
The latest treatment has worked wonders on my rheuma-
tism.
FEMBITMBOREBR=ETHITFRORE.,
Time works many changes,
BRI RIFEEWL.
2) B AP K work A KEYFiE, EHN be active in a prop-
er way, be effective, X0 '
If my scheme works, we’ll be rich.
MREEITRRD, BRINERMH.
Your idea won’t work in practice.
MR ELERPTAEER.
have no business to do /doing (sth. ): have no right or rea-
son to do sth. BEARFHHE L MESE
The superpower has no business to interfere our internal af-
{airs.
BERAEEINTHRINIGHE.
He had no business saying such things about his {riend.
ik X B 13 A 1 A A 22 B
settle for ; accept (sth. That is not completely satis{actory)
MR MR ER
We wanted two single rooms at the hotel, but had to settle
for a room with two beds instead.
RNBEFINRLAFR . BERENE BEERTRESF—
S UN; AR

Many women refuse to settle for staying home as house-



