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Charles D1ckens wasébom in Engl;l d, in 1812,
;the second of elght chlldren of a deb len | gov-
emment clerk Because hlS famlly had handledé

:thelr mo eyb poorly, young Charles was sent to
~work 1n‘: London factory at the age of ten. This

experlence upset hun so greatly and left such an

and abandoned ch1ldren as the heroes of many of
his novels. et
Aniunexpected small legacy pemutted him to
break free of the slave factory and return to
school. He becarﬂne‘ a newspaper reporter—a job
which helped him to observe people and to create
scenes that hve in his readers’ memories.

With the appearance of The Pickwick Papers k

006



in 1836 and 1837, Charles Dickens, at age 24,be-
came the most popular novelist in England. This
popularity increased with the publication of David
Copperfield, Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol, A
Tale of Two Cities, and Great Expectations.

Like so many of his other books, Great Expec-
tations deals with the evil influence of money. It
first appeared as a serial in a weekly magazine,
with its main character, Pip, telling the story of
his life frqm the time he is seven untll he is an
adult. We see Pip’s “great expectatlons out of life
come to pass, as he undergoes a painful change in
his values from selfish vanity to sympathy for oth-
ers.

Much of Charles Dickens’ life was spent writing,
editing, touring to read his novels, and promoting
many charities to help the poor. He was active in
all these until his death in 1870.
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People You Will Read About

Pip:

Mrs. Joe Gargery:

Mr. Joe Gargery:

Mr. Wopsle:

the narrator as well as the pro-
tagonist of the story. Pip is an
orphan being raised by his sis-
ter, Mrs. Joe Gargery and her
husband, Mr. Joe Gargery, a
blacksmith.

a bitter, angry woman who brings
up Pip “by hand.” That is, she
whips him whenever she can
and complains about what a bur-
den he is while she does it.

a kind, if browbeaten, black-
smith. Though he is theoretical-
ly Pip's adoptive father, Pip sees
him as an equal and a friend.
the village church clerk whose
dream it is to get on the pulpit

and preach as he considers him-

008




Uncle Pumblechook:

Biddy:

Miss Havisham:

Estella:

Sarah Pocket:

self an excellent speaker.

Joe's uncle, a well-to-do corn-
chandler in the village. He con-
siders himself upper-class and is
actually a bombastic fool.

a kind, intelligent girl Pip's age
who works for Mr. Wopsle's great
aunt at the school.

a strange, wrinkled up lady who
never sees the sunlight and nev-
er gets out of her bridal gown.
She's actually a very cold heart-
ed, yet wealthy, lady who lives
just outside the village in the
Satis House.

Miss Havisham's adopted daugh-
ter. Cold and very proud but
very beautiful. She's about Pip's
age and is the love of Pip's life.

Aging relatives of Miss Hav-
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People You Will Read About

Orlick:

Matthew Pocket:

Herbert Pocket:

Jaggers:

Wemmick:

isham who don't have an inch of
love for the woman but are
greedy for her money.

an evil man that Joe employs
around the forge. He seems to hate
just about everybody, but has a
crush on Biddy.

Miss Havisham's cousin, but not
one of her relatives that is
greedy.

Matthew's son. An extremely
cheerful and honest boy about
Pip's age.

rational and seemingly emotion-
less lawyer for Miss Havisham
and for Pip. He is an excellent
speaker and logician, however,
and specializes in getting crimi-
nals light sentences.

Jaggers' stiff clerk by day, esoteric
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Peopte ‘You Will Read About

Startop:

Miss Skiffins:

Clara:

Magwitch:

Compeyson:

N

and generous man in private.
another student and boarder of
Matthew Pocket. He is a good
friend of Pip's.

Wemmick's sweetheart.

Herbert secret sweetheart. She is
secret because Herbert knows his
mother would say she is below
his “station.”

the convict that Pip helps at the
beginning of the movie. He later
returns as Pip's benefactor under
the name of Provis.

Magwitchs mortal enemy and the
other convict Pip saw in the
marshes fighting with Magwitch.
Compeyson is a gentlemanly
swindler who was the fiancé that
swindled Miss Havisham out of

her heart.
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