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Preface

The series Contemporary Chinese Linguistics is one of the im-
portant projects of Shanghai Educational Publishing House. The
planning of the series and the soliciting of contributions began in the
spring of 1990 with the joint efforts of Rujie You (Fudan Universi-
ty), Hongming Zhang (University of Wisconsin at Madison) and Fa-
nao Tang (Shanghai Educational Publishing House), who were brought
together to edit the series by such following common grounds,

Not until the twenties and thirties of 20th century could Chinese
linguistics break down the barriers of the traditional Chinese philolo-
gy and enter its modern stage. Since then, and especially in the last
ten years, rapid progress has been made in various different fields of
Chinese linguistics and considerable wealth of research achievements
have been accumulated. The series tries to present these achieve-
ments so as to stimulate the further research.

In June 1992 the editorial committee apprised Prof. Dexi Zhu of
the target and the policy of the series with a name list of contributors
and invited him to write a preface for the series. Prof. Zhu apprecia-
ted the target of the series and the contributors, and promised to
write a preface. But his cancer situation turned worse and worse day
by day, and did not allow him to write it. So the preface remains un-
finished, it is a great pity.

Prof. Liu Danqing of Sciences and Mr. Zhang Rong, the editor
of the Shanghai Educational Publishing House, joined the editorial
committee from the year of 2000, and the policy of editing and publi-

cation has been adjusted since then. We planned to publish the seri-
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als within 5 years at the beginning, but the plan was not realized be-
cause some authors were too busy with some projects else, and did
not finish writing according to the schedule, while others who had
finished the manuscripts would like to revise them to perfect. Consid-
ering academic study needs hard work and a plenty of time, if we set
deadline, the quality could not be guaranteed, and it is the feature of
academic study that there is not limit to knowledge and the old
should be weeded through while the new should be brought forth,
we will not restrict the number of series volumes and their dates of
publication. We would not like to pursuit sensational effort, and
what we want to do is to publish qualified manuscripts whenever we
have.

This series will be published successively in China. We hope our
policy and publication would make contribution to the publication of

academic works healthily in China.
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