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6 | Introduction

Charles Edouard Jeanneret (1887~1965),
who called himself Le Corbusier from 1920
onwards in honor of an old family surname,
was the son of a clock engraver. He studied
in the School of Arts and Crafts in La Chaux-
de-Fonds, Switzerland, where one of his
teachers, Charles L'Eplattenier (1874~1946),
encouraged him to take up architecture instead
of continuing with the family business, as his
father had hoped he would do. After building
several houses in his home town, La Chaux-
de-Fonds, Le Corbusier set out on a tour of
the most prestigious architecture studios in
Europe: in 1908 he visited Josef Hoffmann
(1870~1956) in Vienna; in 1909 he met Tony



{E= (studio of the Perret brothers) r{§FRER,
AAfE, MM ES - WIEHT (Peter Behrens
1868 ~ 1940) TEZMIN T S A, kElfl
0 TR /REF R F T (Walter Gropius) #n
PEEYETE - TR AL 8 - ¥ (Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe), 1917 EHERE R, Wi
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F WEE" (Purist manifesto, After Cubism,
1919), FiFEART - /74§ (Paul Dermée) &
{E4RIB T (I7sH) Z7E (L Esprit Nouveau),

Garnier (1869~1948) in Lyons and then
went on to work part-time in the studio of the
Perret brothers in Paris. Shortly afterwards,
in 1910, he spent five months in the Berlin
studio of Peter Behrens (1868~1940), where
he met Walter Gropius and Ludwig Mies
van der Rohe. This extensive training was
complemented by decisive contacts with the
avant-garde movements when he settled in
Paris in 1917. There, he drew up the Purist
manifesto (“After Cubism”, 1919), along with
the painter Amédée Ozenfant (1886~1966),
and edited the magazine “L'Esprit Nouveau”,
in collaboration with the poet Paul Dermée.
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Le Corbusier considered that the modernization
of architecture involved not only the use of
new materials like cement and iron—a path
already explored by Garnier and the Perret
brothers, among others—but also a new
conception of space and lifestyles. He also
realized that these elements follow their own
logic in construction and that their possibilities
had not been fully exploited—for example, in
the serialization of all building components,
from beams to doors and windows. With these
concerns in mind, in 1928 Le Corbusier and
other architects of his generation created the
International Congress of Modern Architecture
(CIAM), which assembled on a regular basis
to debate, and try to solve, the architectural
problems of the day. It was also in these years
that Le Corbusier formulated the famous five
points of his architectural theory, illustrated
primarily by the Villa Savoye.

» Construction on pilotis (piles) as a structural
system, to absorb the strain of the entire
building and make it possible to freely
distribute the walls.
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» The incorporation of garden terraces on the
roof.

« The use of open-plan floor space.

« The creation of continuous windows, to take
the fullest possible advantage of sunlight.

» The free design of fagades, without any
reference to pre-established schemes.

These postulates, which were conceived as
proposals for research rather than as a canon
to be strictly followed, exerted a great influence
on all of Le Corbusier’s output, particularly his
work before World War |l. Between 1950 and
1955 Le Corbusier published two parts of the
book “Modulor”, which proposes a system of
proportions designed as a tool for measuring
and building anything from houses to small
objects on a human scale. This approach had
a profound effect not only on Le Corbusier’s
own work but also on that of other architects,
and it grew out of his previous concerns,
such as his interest in mass production and
the design of a simple but comfortable living
environment.
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Villa La Roche
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BEERERFRATHK HF { (Raoul
La Roche) — 3 #1 f /R A 4F - ik %% &% (Albert
Jeanneret) ii2iEH. HNELTF—RERFE
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Location: 10 Square du Docteur-Blanche,
Paris, France
Date of construction: 1923~1925

The two houses built for the families of Raoul
La Roche and Albert Jeanneret (the architect’
s brother) were put up on an unusual north-
facing plot of land, partially bounded by a
cul-de-sac, which determined the height and
vistas. Raoul La Roche was both the chairman
of the Crédit Comercial de France and a major
collector of modern art, and he wanted a house
that combined avant-garde architecture with
the luxury and comfort appropriate to his social
status. The complex, made up of two units
set at a right angle, occupies the rear of the
plot. The smaller, round unit contains a gallery
to display its owner’s collection and closes
the cul-de-sac. The other unit is rectangular
and holds the two homes, unified by the
identical layout of the openings. Apart from
the intelligent adaptation of the two homes to
the difficult terrain, the most striking features
are the large triple-height entrance hall and
the characteristic curved ramp of the gallery. It
now houses the Le Corbusier Foundation, and
many of the architect’s original designs are
stored here.
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