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ABSTRACT

The establishment of the Baojia System in the Provinces of Henan
and eastern Hebei during the 1930s and 1940s can be divided into 3 pe-
riods; (1) Period of establishment in Henan before the Anti-Japanese
War. As it was established by stages and did not match with actual situa-
tion, as a result, not much effect was produced. (2 ) Climax of the Baojia
System established by Japanese aggressors in eastern Hebei. They used
various methods of control like spiritual, materialistic, personal, inter-
personal, etc. , and adopted extremely cruel ways to establish a huge rul-
ing network using feudal- fascist techniques. (3 ) Inheritance of the Baojia
System of Japanese aggressors by the KMT. Its feature is focused on pop-
ulation administration. However, the strength, space-time dimension,
etc. of the Baojia System of the KMT in eastern Hebei were diminishing
even more.

Through the comparison of the Baojia structure during the three peri-
ods, it was discovered that there was no essential distinction among
them. The structure was inherited. The Baojia System in Henan and
eastern Hebei in the 1930s and 1940s was a fusion of feudalism and fas-
cism.

Means of selection of the Baojia administrative staff were quite di-
verse, but, in general, can be classified as including election taking
turns, employment, appointment, volunteer etc. Most were aged around
30 to 50 years old. Their overall level of education was low and there ex-

isted a big gap when compared with official requirements. The practical
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function of the chief of the Baojia System was mainly assigned. Financial
resources were mainly from a subsidy. Corruption existed among some of
the administrative staff.

During the Anti-Japanese War, the CPC in eastern Hebei adopted
the strategy used by the Japanese aggressors of the Baojia System, that
is, by adding the position of “ban shi yua” to the structure. When the
army of the Japanese aggressors arrived, chief of the Baojia System dealt
with them. Sometimes he was also responsible for finding money to pur-
chase food and weapon, etc. Actually, they provided services to the
Eighth Route Army. After the departure of the Japanese , “ban shi yua"
performed the task of leading the villagers to fight against the Japanese.
This was the central feature of the " Dual Regimes”. Aside from fully uti-
lizing legitimate ways to struggle with Japanese troops, it also gave sup-
port to Anti-Japanese War and protected the population.

Ruler and the Baojia System: Political communication. It mainly re-
ferred to the ruler who intended to educate the Baojia administrative staff
through selection, training, examination, rewards and punishments. The
ruler wanted to train them up to be intermediary forces through which he
could stretch his power to every home in the countryside. Due to various
reasons, rural area politics appeared ; in Henan, peasants continued to i-
solate themselves from governmental officials. During the War of Libera-
tion, most of Eastern Hebei where the Japanese aggressors of the Baojia
System was were being taken advantage of, political communication in
rural area were not possible.

During the 1930s, the peasants of North China lived in an isolated
social environment. Therefore, they become indifferent to political issues
and a non-interventionist attitude, that is, political psychology of “refus-
al of outsider” , thus leading to the adoption of a behaviour of refusing to
accept the Baojia System. Taking advantage of the opportunity caused by
the invasion of Japan, and through propaganda and the advocacy of the

CPC, the political participation of peasants was changed. Peasants from
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different districts revolted against Japanese. They gave financial support
and human resources to the Anti-Japanese War, and used their blood and
lives to protect the Eighth Route Army and Anti-Japanese persons. Their
action was a heavy blow on Japanese. During the period of war and liber-
ation, as the KMT in eastern Hebei inherited the Baojia System from the
fleeing Japanese , they were strongly rejected by peasants. At the same

time, the KMT Baojia System was also destined to encounter failure.

Key words:the Baojia System ; the Baojia Administrative Staff; Du-

al Regimes; Political Participation; Political Communication.
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