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Preface

Hu Jiebao

As early as Renaissance times, in "Hamlet" Shakespeare offered
a philosophical proposition: “What are human beings living
for?” Today, the present generation still ponders life: How do we
make our lives valuable? What should we leave behind to our
descendants? In my opinion cultural inheritance is most important,
for if a nation has no culture it will also have no energetic cohesive
force. We can learn from history: we pay a dear cost to make up
for the loss and regret caused by breaks in culture. Therefore,
we must prepare well to create a rich cultural heritage for later
generations.

It is well known that contemporary art is a product of its time; it
displays contemporary realities and ponders various aspects of
society. This is a characteristic of contemporary art, and where
its value lies. In the past people couldn’t understand it clearly,
but fortunately we were in a great time which saw the economy
and culture progressing day by day; people's thoughts and ideas
were also being rapidly promoted. The central authorities profit by
opinions from various sources, including local authority thought,
thus enabling contemporary art to obtain the soil in which it can
develop and prosper. If the purpose of “A Town Built on Culture”
is to leave the cultural deposits which the present generation
innovate and create for posterity, aiming to build a foundation for
the future; then the artistic yearbook just records the process and
brings honor to it. Now, the government has already offered an
attitude, encouraging and supporting to artists, providing creative
space and social conditions for them. In order to bring China’s art
in line with international practice, we must be open to the outside

world.



History had proven that contemporary art has a formidable
potential market, and is an important resource to the development
of the cultural creativity industry. The artists in Songzhuang
use drawing, sculpture, apparatuses and other artistic forms to
reflect the characteristics of this age. Therefore, Songzhuang's
contemporary art works will not only belong to Songzhuang but
also belong to the Chinese nation, and to the world; they will be a
common spiritual wealth for all of humanity.

We once proposed the question, whether or not the present
generation can create a cultural heritage which will still be shared
in a hundred years? This idea is by no means meaningless. It
confirmed that Songzhuang can do it through the research of
China's and the world's culture resources and cultural heritage.
Whether or not it will represent a heritage is a question for
people a hundred years from now. But if we do not have
this consciousness now, posterity will not obtain from us the
enlightenment of culture. That is why we organized a team of
experts to compile "The Songzhuang Art Yearbook". It records
the artists’ works and _plays a function as a reference for future
people.

The year 2006 was just a start, but | believe that along with this

start, we will certainly be able to strive for a breakthrough.
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