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Preface

When you go through the Golden Water with Bridge in Tian’an Men square, can’ t you be convinced by the white marble
rails dragons and phoenixes? They are just as great work of art praised each time by the Chinese and foreigners who pass here.
However. who knows where they came from and who made they. You may know the author’s name and the times of the
calligraphies and paintings. As for the stone tablets, each time when you are moved by the words or lines on those exquisite
stone tablets, you will be urged to know the craftsman’ s name. Now I know the name, it’s Quyang.

Quyang, the Carving Town of the north style, has made the indelible contributions in construction of the capital of Yuan
Dynasty. Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty praised Quyang highly as “the Carving Town” for the marble tablets and carving.
“One Lion and One Tripod” carved by the carving handicraftsman of Quyang received high praise as a tribute from Hubilie,
the first emperor of Yuan Dynasty. He called it “consummate art” and asked a craftsman of Quyang to- “supervise the
stonemen from the south of Yan to build the Capital”. A lot of historic sites of stone carving have been left and been cherished
in Beijing, even in China.

After new China was established, more than 3000 stone carving handicraftsmen of Quyang successively participated in the
constructions of the Monument to the People”’ s Heroes in Beijing, the Great Hall of the People, the History Museum, the
Nationalities Culture Palace, the Military Museum and the Chairman Mao Memorial Hall, etc. Standing in front of these
buildings, you can experience silently the tinges of art in those stone carvings; you can realize the glamour of carving silently
with eyes, hands and heart; you can listen to its every experience; you can realize its cultural intension; you can savour its
romance. Stone. as the material of the building, represents the eternalness. The stone carving is the artistic symbol of the eternal
building.

“Carving in Quyang” is one work collection which gathers the works of generations of local handicrafts men. She records
the folk marrow of carvings in the north of China like an encyclopaedia. There are various styles of carving products. They
are traditional ancient building ornaments and modern statues, garden sculptures and courtyard decorations, birds and beasts,
fishes and flowers, great works of hectometers and fine works that are shorter than one inch. With the perfect combination
of exquisite printing make-up and consummate carving, people are given a kind of enticement that can hardly be gotten rid
of.

We hope that this illustrated book can arouse people who love the art deeply to create out more carving works that can be

handed down for hundreds of years for the world.

Editor
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I. Overview of Quyang Profile

Quyang county of Hebei province lies
in the west of the North China Plain, the
east foot of Taihang Mountains. It domi-
nates 4 townships and 14 towns. The
whole area is 1,084.6 sq. km, The popu-
lation is 530,000. It is 90 kilometers to

the north of Shijia zhuang-the provincial

capital, 240 kilometers to the south of

Beijing- the national capital, and border-
ing on National Road 107, Beijing-
Guangzhou Railway and Beijing-
Shenzhen Expressway in the east,
Quyang is enclosed in the developing
economic circle of the Bohai Sea. Its

position advantage is obvious. Dinglong

Highway, Jingzan Highway and Baofu
Highway go through the county. It is the
one of the hubs of communications to go
to Shanxi and Inner Mongolia and to link
the central and west regions.

With a long history, Quyang’s cultural
inside stories are rich. As it is located in
the sun of ancient Northern Sacred
Mountain, Hengshan Mountain (today’ s
Damao Mountain), in Shanxi, it takes the
name. Carving, glazed porcelain of Ding
Kiln and the Northern Mountain Temple

are the three cultural treasures of Quyang

in existence. According to the excava-
tion and research of Julong Cavity in
Lingshan Mountain, there were already
human activities within the territory of
Quyang as early as 100,000 years ago. In
the period of Yang Shao Culture 5,000 ~
6,000 years ago, the clan-tribe had al-
ready appeared here. Until Shang Dy-
nasty and Zhou Dynasty, villages had
already appeared in Mengliang Valley in
the northwest of the county. After Qin
united other six countries, China was

divided into 36 prefectures, that was and

7
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Quyang was put as a county firstly,
which belonged to Julu prefecture, that
was more than 2,000 years ago. The long
standing and well established historical
accumulation gave birth to many famous
people who earned their places in history.
They are Lin Xiangru, the famous prime
minister of State of Zhao, many prime

ministers such as Wang Anzhong in

Northern Song Dynasty, more than 30

marshals and generals such as Li Zuoche,
Li Jin, Di and his son, etc., dozens of
philosophers, historians, military, scien-
tist strategists and carving artists, such as
Huang Shigong, Du Taiqing and Yang
Qiong. Hundreds of years ago, Lin

Xiangru endure humiliations for the state

and the people; Wang AnZhong man-

aged the state affairs honestly and incor-

ruptly and punished the corruptions; Yang

Qiong built our country, devoted to his
work and exerted himself to the utmost.
Their lofty morals and noble characters
have been and carried forward by the
people here and have been given full
scope. The morals and characters have
already been distillated apart of Chinese
national spirit.

Natural resources in Quyang are
abundant. There are more than 20 kinds
of mineral products such as marble, mica,
coal, iron, etc. There are two large reser-
voirs of type I-Wangkuai and Xi Dayang,
and more than ten medium and small
sized reservoirs. The total capacity of
long-term water storage is 2,300 million
cubic meters. The area of usable water is
more than 400 million mu. Unique natu-
ral conditions make Quyang rank among
one hundred prosperous counties, which
are rich in fruits. Quyang is one of the
main producing regions of red Chinese
date of Taihang Mountain and “Hebei
pear”.

There are numerous hislorical relics in
Quyang. It is picturesque here and the
tourist resources are very abundant.

Northern Mountain Temple was estab-



lished in the period of Emperor Xuanwu
in Northern Wei Dynasty. This temple
has been the place where the emperors of
past dynasties offered sacrifices to the
spirits of the Northern Mountain-
Hengshan Mountain. The main building,
Dening Hall is the largest wooden build-
ing of Yuan Dynasty, still extant in China.
There is a huge fresco on the east, west
and north walls in the hall, which is 8
meter high and 18 meters long. It is the
only exitent fresco painted by Wu Daozi.
Wu Daozi, a sage in Chinese painting in
Tang Dynasty finished it with the tech-
niques of embossed and gold foil painting,
so it still looks radiant after going trough
a thousand year. Stone tablets stand in
great numbers and historical relics as-
semble in the temple. From the Northern
Wei Dynasty, the Northern Qi, Tang,
Song Dynasties to the period of the Re-
public of China, the tablet inscription has
been precious historical material to study
sacrifice culture and government post
setting. It is also the treasure house of
calligraphy art.

Glazed porcelain of Ding Kiln occu-

pies the important status in China’s ce-

ramic development history. Quyang be-
gan to fire the stoneware in Sui Dynasty.
There was production of white porcelain
in the Tang Dynasty. It reached the great
prosperity by Northern Song Dynasty.
At that time, Quyang was famous for
producing the palace porcelain and the
Ding Kiln ranked the first of the five
famous kilns definitely. The white por-
celain ware fired in kiln is pure white and
smooth definitely, thin and hard. Tts
color is uniform and has a high reputa-

tion for “ it is as white as jade, as thin as

paper and its sound is like Qing”. Su Shi

spoke of it in a glowing poem: “As for
the porcelain bowl of Dingzhou, the color
of it is the purest white all over the
world”. The biggest contribution in its
production history is to invent the craft
of “fire for the second time” and form
a huge system of the Ding Kiln. The
development of glazed porcelain of Ding
Kiln promoted economic prosperity at
that time, when the war between Jin and
Song took place. During the war, the

workshop of porcelain factory was deca-

9
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dent and the craftsmen flew to the south,

so the treasure was flooded in the time
river of 800 years from then on. In 1972,
when Japanese prime minister Kakuei
Tanaka visited China, he mentioned about
the porcelain. After that, under Premier
Zhou Enlai’s cordial care, the porcelain
regained its new life. “Heibei Quyang
Glazed Porcelain of Ding Kiln Co., Ltd. ”
was established 1992. Hundreds kinds of
porcelain were developed and innovated
out, such as portrait, wall decoration,

magic jar, tableware, etc. For celebrating

10

the 50th anniversary of the founding of
the People’ s Republic of China, the
dragon porcelain vase “auspicious all
over the world” created by the interna-
tional master of industrial art, Chen
Wenzeng has been collected forever by
the Great Hall of the People. Chen is the
general manager of Quyang Glazed Por-
celain of Ding Kiln Co., Ltd. The vase
was mainly made by the carving skill of
engraving of Ding Kiln in original
conception, with elegance and grace,
which was determined as the national
treasure. Chen’s unique three allied art
“ porcelain, poem and book ” won the
top of Guinness artistic chievement. The
“small mouth porcelain vase” is called
“the unique talent of Cathay” by Chi-
nese industrial art circles. Today, the
glazed porcelain of Ding Kiln is exploit-
ing the market by making its product in
the style of the ancient, creative and
fancy. Meanwhile, because the ware is
completed in one fire in high temperature,
it contains no harmful compositions and
belongs to green environmental protec-
tion products. Products of Ding Kiln

used to only be collected in cupboards of

collectors and showed in the windows of
the museums. Now, the products also
have gone into ordinary families.

In addition, the national key protec-
tive units of the culture relic, such as the
Site of Ding Kiln, the Fishing Terrace of
the Thousand Buddha Hall, Yang Shao
Cultural Site, Lin Xiangru’s Tomb, Jia
Dao Cavity, the Huang Shigong Shrine,
the Tongtian River, the Mengliang River,
the Lian Hua Wang, the Night-shinning
Stone Tiger, the Drip-drop Suspending
and the Queer Scenic Spots of the South

of Yan have been the witness of history.




They are all historical witnesses and tell-
ing the stories of memorable times of this

old and magical land silently.

[I. The Historical Origin and Devel-
opment Status Quo of Carving Indus-
try of Quyang

Quyang is famous, because she has
created the culture of magnificent stone
carving. According to the legend, Huang
Shigong, the teacher of Zhang Liang
“A Sealed Book for

Carving” and someone created stone and

wrote down

wood carving according to the book in
the Huangshan Mountain. By the West-
ern Han Dynasty, the lapicides in Quyang
began to carve stone tablets with marbles.
The stone tablets were used for tomb-
stone at the beginning, and then used for
keeping records of events, leaving
messages. They were displayed in the
temples mainly. So the Emperor Wu Di
of the Han Dynasty praised Quyang
highly as “Carving towns”. Statues of
Buddha and male lions carved in North-
ern Wei Dynasty have already formed
the unique style. They are simple and

unsophisticated with narrow and slim

figures, emphasising on formal
resemblance. In Datang Flourishing Age,
Buddhism prevailed and the stone carv-
ing entered a fast developing period. At
that time, Quyang became the cradle and
carving center of the northern white
marble statues of China. The skill of
round carving prevailed. figures, statues
of Buddha are well-rounded, in quiet
scholarly type or impressive manner with
suitable clothes and ornaments, Birds
and beasts, Flowers and still lifes are
exquisitely carved with plain contour

and smoth lines Stone carving art in

Quyang had already enjoyed great pres-

tige in Yuan Dynasty. The works are
graceful, exquisite in workmanship, in-
genious and vivid. Many works are
handed down from ancient times. “One
Lion and One Tripod” carved by the
carving handicraftsman, Yang Qiong,
received high praise as a tribute from
Hubilie, the first emperor of Yuan
Dynasty. He called it “consummate art”
and “enroll The craftsman in the palace
to supervise the stonemen from the south
of Yan to build the Capital”. The Godlen
Water Bridge in front of Tian an Men
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