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Preface

The 2008 Olympics in Beijing is a once-in-a-century event that will attract the world's attention. It will be a pride

to the Chinese people all over the world, and the mark of the great revival of the Chinese nation. People from

all walks of life are expressing their joy at this forthcoming grand sports and cultural pageant in a variety of
ways. As a national art museum, the National Art Museum of China will stage a large calligraphic exhibition 10

welcome the Games and honor the Olympic spirit.

‘People’s Olympics' is the core principle of the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, in which the Olympic spirit and the
essence of the five-thousand-year-old Chinese culture will be integrated to highlight the culture-oriented theme
of 'harmony. exchange and development'. As a traditional form of art in China, calligraphy, based on the writing
of Chinese characters and aesthetic ideas fostered over thousands of years, is of cternal value. There are more
than 190 people are invited to the exhibition, including members and directors of the fifth advisory and chairman
board of China Calligraphers Association, chairmen and some of vice-chairmen of provincial calligraphers
associations, and some famous calligraphers. The exhibition receives ardent support from Ouyang Zhongshi, Tong

ced with inscriptions written by Tan Zh

Wei, Xie Yun, Li Duo, Liu Yi, Shen Peng and Zhang Hai. It is
and Feng Yuan, vice-chairmen of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles. The invited calligraphers express
their understanding of and support to the Olympics by composing poems, couplets or essays, by selecting ancient
poems related to sports, or by copying lyrics, quotes or adages related to the Olympics. Whatever the form is, they

are conveying their true feelings with their art.

The Invitation Exhibition of Callig ic Works for g the Olympics is an important exhibition held
by the National Art Museum of China. It is designed to promote more people to understand and support the

Olympi

and to present the essence of People's Olympics by the art of calligraphy. In addition, we expeet it (o

deepen your understanding of traditional culture and to further raise your interest on appreciating calligraphy
as it becomes less practical than artistic nowadays. With Chinese literature and calligraphy adding beauty to each
other. the exhibition will help you to savor the profound cultural deposits and infinite artistic charm of Chinese

calligraphy and share the joy of People's Olympics.

Fan Dian
Curator of National Art Museum of China

July 2007
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