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i Foreword

The First World Geoparks Conference Co-sponsored by the Ministry of Land and Resources
of the Peaple’s Republic of China and the UNESCO is due to inaugurate soon.

Meanwhile, the first group of world geoparks named by the UNESCO will be open to public!

This is a significant milestone in the conservation of geological relics.

Geological relics are important evidence for mankind to know the Earth's history and its evo-
lution, therefore it is our historical duty to protect them. Now geologists all over the world whe
are concerned with the conservation of geological relics gather together in Beijing to discuss the
protection of geological relics and promote the construction and development of world geoparks.
It will be a mobilization meeting for the conservation of geological relics,and also a meeting to
discuss the measures, achieve a common understanding, make clear our goals and promote coop-
eration, and so it will certainly be recorded in the history of earth sciences.

The construction of geoparks is aimed at protecting the geological relics, rehabilitating the
geoecological environment and popularizing knowledge on earth sciences, and will contribute to
the sustainable development of local economy and creation of employment for local residents
through the protection and rational utilization of the ‘gealogic.al relics.

The geopark is a newly emerging thing. I1s construction has a long and tough road to go. We
shall cultivate and water it so that it can develop healthily.

I sincerely wish the First World Geoparks Conference all the success.

Sun Wensheng

Minister of Land and Resources of PRC

Honorary Chairman of the First International Conference on Geoparks
15 June,2004
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Proceedings of the First Intemational Conference on Geoparks

The Global UNESCO Network of Geoparks

F. Wolfgang Eder
UNESCO, Division of Earth Sciences, Paris, France

The Geopark concept was developed by several sources, mainly European ones, in strong
cooperation with UNESCO about ten years ago. In 1997 UNESCO proposed to launch a
*UNESCO Geoparks Programme’” on a global scale with the aim of safeguarding Earth heritage
sites of international importance and enhancing regional socio-economic development. In 2001

however, driven by structural considerations, this programme proposal was suspended.

In response to a decision of UNESCO’s Executive Board in June 2001, and in harmony with
a recommendation of an International Group of Experts, as well as of the Scientific Board of the
International Geoscience Programme (IGCP) at its 29™ session in February 2001, the Division
of Earth Sciences of UNESCO was invited to pursue the general objective ‘Education in Earth
Sciences’ by promoting Geoparks as multidisciplinary activities, providing UNESCO ' s
assistance to national initiatives on an ad hec hasis as requested hy Member States. UNESCO's
involvement in the Geopark concept was considered as crucial in raising public awareness of
gealogical heritage issues, in achieving the fullest international recognition, and in securing the
most effective political impact.

National Geoparks seeking UNESCO's assistance have been invited to send their applications
respecting guidelines and criteria agreed upon by a UNESCO International Advisory Group for
Geoparks 1o the Division of Earth Sciences.

The International Advisory Group for Geoparks, was created by UNESCO in consultation
with the Scientific Board of the IGCP in the follow-up of the 31" International Geological
Congress, Rio de Janeiro 2000. It consists of geoscientists representing governmental as well as
non-governmental organizations from the Americas, Africa, Asia/Oceania, and Rur0pe, as well
as the International Geoscience Programme (1GCP}, International Union of Geological
Sciences (1UGS) and International Geographical Union (IGU).

Within the framework of an international meeting, held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris on
13 February 2004, the * Operational Guidelines for National Geoparks seeking UNESCO' s

assistance” and recommendations were presented in their final version.
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A " Global Network of Geoparks assisted by UNESCO" was established. The aim of this
network is to provide a platform of cooperation and exchange between experts and practitioners
in geological heritage matters under the umbrella of UNESCO. The network spans all regions
of the world and shall bring tugelhcr groups that share common values, interests, or
backgrounds. The International Network of National Geoparks under UNESCO shall serve to
develop models of best practice and set standards for territories which integrate the preservation

of geological heritage into a strategy for regional economic development.

Geoparks under UNESCO’ s assistance shall: .

1} preserve geological heritage for future generations (conservation)

2) educate and teach the broad public about issues in geological landscapes and environmental
matters {education) and provide research facilities for geosciences

3) ensure sustainable development (tourism)

The impact on the area is immediate, by improving human living conditions and the rural
environment, strengthening identification of the population with their area and triggering
cultural renaissance. Respectful of the environment, Cmparks stimulate, for example, the
creation of innovative local enterprises, small business, cottage industries and new jobs,
generate new sources of revenue (e. ' gcalouris_m. geoproducls) . This provides supplementary

income for the local population and attracts private capital.

25 National Geoparks (17 European and 8 Chinese} were evaluated and are at the moment
members of the Global Network of Geoparks assisted by UNESCO.

(PR China)

. Mount Lushan Geopark

. Geopark Wudalianchi

. Songshan Geopark

. Yuntaishan Geopark

. Danxiashan Geopark

. Shilin Stone Forest Geopark

. Zhangjiajie Sandstone Peak Forest Geopark

= = R e

. Huangshan Geopark

(Europe)

9. Reserve Géologique de Haute Provence - France
2
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. Petrified Forest of Lesvos - Greece

. Vulkaneifel European Geopark - Germany

. Maestrazgo Cultural Park - Spain

. Psiloritis Natural Park - Greece

. Rochechouart Ch n Astrobl - France

. Nature Park Terra Vita European Geopark - Germany

. Coper Coast - Ireland
. Marble arch caves & Cuileagh mountain park - Northern Ireland, UK
. Madonie Natural park - Italy

. Rocca di Cerere cultural park - Italy

. Kamptal Geopark - Austria

. Nawre Park Eisenwurzen - Austria

. Cabo de Gata Natural Park- Spain

. European Geopark Bergstrasse-Odenwald - Germany
. North Pennines AONB Geopark - UK

. Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark - UK



@1 = EHRNEARASICTE

Geological Heritage Protection and
National Geopark Construction in China

JIANG Jianjun' ZHAO Xun?

'Department of Geological Environment, Ministry of Land and Resources, P. R. China,
Beidjing, 100812

Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, P. R. China, Beijing, 100037

Summary

A total of 85 national geoparks and 8 world geoparks has been formally set up in China by
now . The establishment of these geoparks is favorable not only for protecting the geological
heritages , recovering the gevlogical and ecological environment, but also for popularizing the
knowledge of Earth science, supporting the sustainable development of local socio-economy,
as well as providing new employment opportunities. To set up the World Geoparks marks a
new era for geological heritage protection in the World

The geological heritages are referred to the important geological phenomena preserved
through the long geological history, and they provide direct and indispensable evidence for us to
trace back the evolutionary histery of the Earth. All geological products formed in different
geological processes are nonrenewable, which are regarded as the geological heritages bestowed
by Mother Earth. Safeguarding and treasuring these precious heritages has become a common
responsibility of all inhabitants on the Earth. '

1 The construction of the national and world geoparks in China

Yan zhenging, a celebrity and calligrapher in Tang Dynasty, noted that shells remained in
high mountains may imply that time brings a great change to the World, from which we get 10
know that long ago our ancestors realized that fossils preserved in the strata provide important
traces and evidences of this great change in the Earth. Between the lines written by him we
easily taste the fine wish of our ancients to understand the geological history by geological
heritages. Indubitably, with increasing popularization of the modern civilization, on the one
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