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1 The Frog and the Ox

An ox who was feeding in a swampy (1. a. {BIF#Y)

meadow once trod (2.v. k) on a family of frogs. Many

of them were crushed, but one escaped and hopped
back to tell his mother what had happened.

“Mother,” he cried, “there was such an enormous

animal in the field. 1 have never seen anything like it. ”
The mother frog puffed (3.v. KR,) her wrinkled

4

“Was it as big as this? she asked.

skin out.

“Oh, much bigger, mother,” said the young frog.
The mother frog puffed herself out even more.
.+ “Was it as. big as this, then?” she asked-in a stran-
" gled-sounding. (4. a. R RIS H)) voice,

i.. %A hundred  times bigger, mother. Even if you
burst yourself with breath,you would never reach half
its size. ”

The mother frog was angry at the thought of

someone being bigger than she was. Bending her thin

fro ggy legs to the ground,she took an enormous breath

(.DUHIHE herself out and out until her wrinkled skin was
as smooth as a drum and her eyes bulged (5.v. {4, %

1




H) with the effort, “Bang)” with a great gulp (6.n,. —
&) of air she burst and fell flat on the grass.

Don’t try to look bigger and better than you really
T . e -

are.,

Exercises

I . Comprehension Questions:
1. What happened in a swampy meadow one day?
2. What did the frog who escaped tell his mother?
3. What was the mother frog’s response to the
news?
4. What's the end of the story?

1. Translation from English into Chinese

1. An ox who was feeding in a swampy meadow
once trod on a family of fogs. Many of them
were crushed,but one escaped and hopped back
to tell his mother what had happened.

2. Bending her thin froggy legs to the ground,she
took an-enormous breath puffing herself out and
out until her wrinkled skin was as smooth as a

drum and her eyes bulged with the effort.

I . Discussion Topics:
1. Can you imagine why the mother frog can’t en-

dure someone bigger than she?



2.

Suppose you meet someone who is better than

you, what would you do?

Key to the Exercises

I . Comprehension Questions:

1.

2.
3.

4.

An ox trod on a family of frogs. Many died,but

one escaped. - )

He told his mother he met an enormous animal,

She was angry aww/gi§mbeing
jgger than she was;therefore,she tried to ap-

pear bigger than the oX.

The mother frog burst and fell flat on the

ground.

I . Translation from English into Chinese.

1.

AR NFEREREKN RS LeEe, R #F
—BEHE. KEUFERRRT A —REE
BT HEFRRERREN—.

HAT B BB/ Y SR R SR B s b, BRI R
T—ROESBRETFHBBRBX, BERHEE
EREARREERLEE, B FRHBTKR, R
ARG T .

H . Discussion Topics

B



2 The Olive Tree and
the Fig Tree

An olive (1.n. B{A%) tree and a fig (2. n. %XE%
) tree were talking one winter day.

? said the olive tree. “Every

“1 feel sorry for you,
year you lose all your leaves and have to shiver through
the winter with bare branches. But I stay green and
beautiful all the year round. Still, I suppose we can’t
all be good-looking. ”

The fig tree said nothing. Later that day the
weather became very cold. It began to snow heavily.
Everything was heavily covered with snow. The snow

settled on the olive tree, drifting in little piles on the

leaves, weighing down the branches so that they

snapped (3.v. ZERFTWE) and fell to the white ground

below. The fig tree was more fortunate. She had no

leaves to trap the snow and it drifted harmlessly
through the bare rwigs (4. n. BHD.

When spring arrived, she was still standing, ready

to put out her new leaves, but the olive tree lay bro-
ken, a twisted jumble (5. n. JBFELHY—H) of sticks and
brown leaves.

4



Pride comes before a fall.

Exercises

1. Comprehension Questions:

1.

Why did the olive tree think the fig tree would

have to shiver through the winter?

. What did the olive tree think of her own appear-

ance?

. What advantage did the fig tree have with bare

branches in the snowy winter?

. What happened to the olive tree after the heavy

snow?

I. Translation from English into Chinese:

1. The snow settled on the olive tree, drifting in

little piles on the leaves, weighing down the
branches so that they snapped and fell to the
white ground below.

She had no leaves to trap the snow,and it drift-
ed harmlessly through the bare twigs.

H . Discussion Topics:

1. How do you look at others’ shortcomings and

your own strong points?

2. What will you do when someone points out your

shortcomings?



Key to the Exercises

I . Comprehension Que§tions: 7

1. Because the fig tree would lose all its leaves
when winter came.

2. She thought she was more beautiful than the fig
tree.

3. The heavy snow could drift harmlessly through
the bare twigs onto the ground.

4. The olive tree lay broken, a twisted jumble of

sticks and brown leaves.

I, Translation from English into Chinese:
1. EEEMHRE L, 7 ERE—/DNE—/NEHE
O EE I, BETEH S REENE.
2. RERMBEHFRE .S MUK RH R RH
TE.MREFRE.

¥ . Discussion Topics:

L



S Giving the Seedlings a Hand

Long, long ago, in the state of Song in ancient
China, there lived a farmer. He was worried about his
seedlings (1.n. BHj) growing too slowly. One day, he

went to his farmland and pulled up the seedlings one by

one. When he returned home, he was very much ex-

hausted.

“I am tired out today,” he said to his family, “I
helped the seedlings to grow. ”

His son was surprised. He hurried to the fields to
see what had happened. It turned out that all the
seedlings had shriveled (2.v. {f}iZE) up.




Exercises

1. Comprehension Questions
1. What was the farmer worried about?
2. What did he do then?
3. How did his son respond to his words and
deeds?
4. What was the result?

I. Translation from English into Chinese.

1. One day, he went to his farmland and pulled up
the seedlings one by one. When he returned
home,he was very much exhausted.

2. It turned out that all the seedlings had shriveled
up.

. Discussion Topics:
1. Do you think this kind of person really exists?
2. What is the story trying to tell us?



