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A PANORAMA OF ANCIENT CHINESE ARCHITECTURE IN SHANXI
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Architecture art is an organic component of human civilization.The cultural style of a nation
or an epoch is oftentimes vividly represented through its typical great buildings. World renowned
ancient buildings such as the Great Wall and the Forbidden City in China,the Pyramids in Egypt,
the Acropolis in Athens and the Pantheon in Rome are , one of all, closely and innately related
with each nation’s history of civilization.

Located in the middle reaches of the Y ellow(Huanghe) River, Shanxi was one of the earliest
birthplaces of Chinese nation which has had a history of civilization for about 5,000 years.|t was
on this very land that our forebears lived, worked and created a brilliant ancient culture with their
hard work, talent and wisdom, leaving behind them an extremely abundant historical heritage.All
relics of this heritage found in Shanxi such as paintings, carvings, colored sculptures, dramas, music
compositions, poems, remains of calligraphy and so on are gleaming with a charming lustre.What is
more attractive are the ancient buildings — a perfectly harmonious unity of history, art and
science. Well preserved to this day are cities, streets, dwellings, bridges, monasteries, towers and
tombs, which are so rich in assortment and great in number that they enable Shanxi to have earned
the good name — the Treasure—house of Ancient Chinese Architecture.Up to the present, 106
buildings of wooden structure built before the Song Dynasty have been discovered in Shanxi, more
than 70 per cent of similar buildings erected in the whole country during the same period.Of these,
four can be ascribed to the Tang Dynasty and three to the Five Dynasties. Having lasted more
than one thousand years,they are rarities of unique value in the whole country.Numerous buildings
have been preserved from the Song, the Liao and the Jin Dynasties nearly one hundred in all,
including towers, halls, bridges and pagodas. Large in number, grand in scale, picturesque in shape
and ingenious in structure, they are important nationally. Even more numerous are the buildings
built after the Yuan Dynasty.Over one thousand of them are listed as historic relics among those
under the protection of the governments at different levels and quite a few are representative of
various historical periods,forming a brilliant historical panorama of Shanxi and providing a shining
chapter to the history of Chinese architecture.

These precious historical heritages have all along been placed under the good care of the
people’s government. Since 1949, a series of policies, decrees and regulations for their protection
have been issued and efforts made for the study, investigation, survey and drawing and restoration
of them. Resultantly, they are well preserved or restored to good shape.|n recent years, more
attention has been drawn to them due to the vigorous development of tourism. To give a
panorama of ancient architecture in Shanxi, the Place Names Committee and Shanxi Research
Institute of Ancient Architecture Protection in the province have compiled this fascinating album of
photos of the best ancient buildings now extant in Shanxi under the name A Panorama of Ancient
Architecture in Shanxi, with not only the latest color pictures, but also brief captions.With this in
hand, one can have a good view of the best ancient buildings now extant in Shanxi and enjoy the
beauty of ancient civilization. It is both pleasurable and instructive. |t can serve as an aid to the
experts in academic work, civil engineering and ancient architecture for better protection and study
of historical relics and ancient buildings so as to facilitate the inheritance and development of their
admirable style and likewise a good friend to tourists of ancient architecture, to broaden the
horizon of their knowedge and nourish a keen sense of exalted sentiments.

It is our hope that the publication of this album will be beneficial to the study and
protection of historical relics in China,to a better understanding of the outstanding achievements of
ancient Chinese architecture and to the infusion into the minds of the Chinese people a greater love
for their country.



NEisi=p= 273008

FtFREE
The Tang Dynasty Pagoda in Kaihua Monastery
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The Pavilion hard by Shanli Spring in Jinci Temple
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miFMtEY  The Hall for Presenting Offerings i i Eji@Ei2  The Bell Tower in Jinci Temple




TiAfiBRE
The Fishing Pool spanned over by a bridge
in Jinci Temple

% Note: Jian is a unit of measurement used in tradi-
tional Chinese architecture. The building space in between
four supporting pillars is called one jian, which varies
widely from 3 to 10 meters in span, though generally it

covers 3 to 6 meters in span.

KIEEi Jinci Temple in Taiyuan Municipality
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At the foot of Mt.Xuanweng (or Mt. Suspending Jar) , 25kilometers southwest of Taiyuan, Jinci
Temple, listed under state protection as a major site of historical value,was built in dedication to Tang Shuyu,
the founder of the State of Jin during 770-476 B.C.the Spring and Autumn Period.The date when the
building was founded is now not traceable.The Hall to Holy Mother,its main building,was a structure of the
Northern Song Dynasty. It is the earliest example extant of ancient Chinese buildings surrounded along the
sides by verandas with the front porch as spacious as about two jian* (see note on the last page) . The
Fishing Pool spanned over by a bridge in front of the Hall to Holy Mother was built in the Song Dynasty,
its cross—shaped form unique in China.Ahead of the bridge is a hall of wooden structure for presenting
offerings built in the Jin Dynasty.The rest of the buildings were mostly built in the Ming and the Qing
dynasties. With mountains in the background and flowing streams in the foreground, the temple boasts an
everlasting spring called Nanlao which, lucid as transparent jade, shows discernible swimming fish. With a
3,000 year—old cypress tree planted in theZhou Dynasty and a 1,000~year—old Chinese Scholar tree planted
inthe Tang Dynasty, Jinci Temple, shaded by a canopy of magnificient ancient woods, is a famous scenic
garden of ancient Chinese architecture with both natural beauty and historical value.
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TAEBMRICAEE  Painted statues of the Song Dynasty in the Hall to Holy ~Mother







EaeEPY  Jingging Gate in Jinci Temple
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Tim/k 12 The Water Mother Tower in Jinci Temple

EinZFEF R
The backyard hall of Fengsheng Monastery, Jinci Temple




