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1. The “V” Sign
Tad Tuleja

The palm-forward “V” sign, formed by raising and spreading the first
two fingers, has had three distinct connotations’ in American culture. The
oldest and least common is obscene®. As a variant of the European “cuck-
old”* or “horns” gesture, the “V” sign is a double phallic* insult, mean-
ing “Your wife has been cheating on you” or, when placed surreptitiously’
behind another’s head, “His wife has been cheating on him.” American
children who jokingly “put horns” behind friends’ heads in group snap-
shots® are unknowingly reproducing something that southern Europeans
would find highly offensive’. ( Russian children practice the same mis-
chief®, giving what they call “horns of the Devil. ”)

The second meaning of the “V” sign was invented in 1941 by Belgian
propagandist’ Victor De Lavalaye. Wanting a symbol for resistance to the
Nazi occupation, he came up with' the single letter “ V", which stood not
only for his own first name, but also for English victory, Flemish" vrijheid,
and French victoire. The symbolism caught on rapidly and was immortal-
ized” by Winston Churchill, who used it constantly in public appearances.
Thus throughout the 1940s and. 1950s, the gesture meant simply “victory” .

The most recent transformation’ came in the 1960s, when American
antiwar protesters, sensitive to the military implication, used the sign sar-
castically” against the army, so that it became known as the “peace sign. ”
In the 1970s, when the Vietnam War and hippiedom'® both wound down" ,
the demilitarized™ “V” was a common greeting among Free Love fad-
dists” , acid® heads, political radicals, and ultimately, young people in
general. By about the middle of the 1970s, it had become assimilated” into
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the mainstream, so that it ceased to give clues to” the user's philosophy.
In the United States, the gesture is typically given with the palm fa-
cing the viewer. The British use both this version and an older, palm-back
version; the latter is obscene and corresponds to” the American “finger”.
Churchill got some unexpected stares in 1941 when, evidently unaware of
the vulgar® usage, he gave the palm-back “V” to British troops, saying,
in effect” , “Fuck you®.” In England today you would have to be social
hermit” not to understand the distinction. Or maybe just a member of the
insular® ruling class. Astonishingly, Margaret Thatcher repeated Churchill’

s error after her victory in the 1979 elections.

“wy” $%
¥tk BE

FEYRIN V7 BFE—h @ HFRITFORE P EAR,
EEEXAFEEZMBATANBL . &KilTE. BAFRN—FRR
BEZE, FRMEK “BERET” K “BAXLHA” HFER
BHRAARE, “V" FHE-FXMBLUFTHHER, BER “KRHE
F—EXMERE”, RYARMREBERARGITIHFEH, B8
B “MEF-EMMEAL” . RENETIEMRDERN TR
EMRTNMROBE “FL4fA", NARERRANDXFERE T
AT . (REEFMERAKEER, MEMAITEN “BRZ
7o)

1941 4, WHREARERS - 8  NEREFRYUT “V" F4
MEZHER, YMER-AFSURTIRN S, BATIFS
F& V7, vV MUREMBBCHET, MAERE. HETEW
BIEPEER HH” —A. XHREETFRMIREREITR, HE
B TR - BE REARGRPRERTEXTFHRE TR, BN
AFRENC, B, 7E%A20 2 40 01 50 ERZ P, X—FHHE



1. The “V” Sign 3

BRT B ZEo

R FH MBI RTE 20 42 60 4248, XAf, ILEHEHE
R HRERSAERE, WREERARMHFLRXNET, Hl,
REFRGIRM “FFFH", 20 #4270 £R, LB RFOBEK
IREMERZE, “EFEHME” @ V" FEERZAOHERE.
B AAE MBOAMEEIR P RAL TR, BEEFRAPRIEH KA
BHRo RAET 20 A2 70 F£RFH, X—FHELTLAER, T
R EREHAER.

EXE, FRAX—FH—BRHEFEH . KEARERFEDS
WFH, BERAELEN. FEIAANTE, BEAREIE, 5%
Hig “F8” FE CBEEMNFREA, ILEALE, #5E) Y&,
1941 4, BERBARZBRIXMEMBHIFE, BraXEERRT
MFEFAE V" FE, SREER: “BREBHE", 47, ¥
BAMWER, SREXE, BEFRMTELRMEL, SRKRX
HEXERE, RETRERARMBRNIBEHEFH—R. €AZIE
MR IR - MUIRE 1979 FRERFE, ERXTHBERKE

=)
o

R

1. ®X 2. REH

3. wHEMLR 4. BHEay; HERIM
5. REHh; MMEE 6. i

7. T BREK 8. EAER

9. EfER 10. come up with 2}
11. =g 12. catch on BB HT
13. fERYT; AKX 14. ¥%78

15. Wi ; 55

16. hippiedom %[F]F* hippydom BURJK, tLAriEst

17. wind down B¥iE% 18. {HIEFEHE1L

19. EBRER A | 20. RZIE



4 e LR

21. R R

22. give clues to B§7R; H--RHERR

23. H1%4; HAL 24. HRK; BB
25. in effect SEPFR L

26. Fuck you! BRAY (RABHRIEL)

27.

Bt | 28. fRIREY; 1RSFAY



2. Man's Youth

Thomas Wolfe'!

Man’s youth is a wonderful thing: it is so full of anguish® and of mag-
ic* and he never comes to know it as it is*, until it has gone from him for-
ever. It is the thing he cannot bear to lose, it is the thing whose passing he
watches with infinite® sorrow and regret, it is the thing whose loss he must
lament® forever, and it is the thing whose loss he really welcomes with a
sad and secret joy, the thing he would never willingly relive again, could it
be restored to him by any magic.

Why is this? The reason is that the strange and bitter miracle of life is
nowhere else so evident’ as in our youth. And what is the essence® of that
strange and bitter miracle of life which we feel so poignantly’, so unuttera-
bly", with such a bitter pain and joy, when we are young? It is this: that
being rich, we are so poor; that being mighty, we can yet have nothing;
that seeing, breathing, smelling, tasting all around us the impossible
wealth and glory of this earth, feeling with an intolerable certitude' that the
whole structure of the enchanted life—the most fortunate, wealthy, good
and happy life that any man has ever known—is ours—is ours at once , im-
mediately and forever, the moment that we choose to take a step, or stretch
a hand, or say a word—we yet know that we can really keep, hold, take,
and possess forever—nothing. All passes; nothing lasts: the moment that
we put our hand upon it, it melts away like smoke, is gone forever, and
the snake is eating at our heart again; we see then what we are and what
our lives must come to. ,

A young man is so strong, so mad, so certain, and so lost. He has
everything and he is able to use nothing. He hurls the great shoulder of his
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strength forever against phantasmal' barriers, he is a wave whose power
explodes” in lost mid-oceans under timeless skies, he reaches out to grip a
fume of painted smoke; he wants all, feels the thirst and power for every-
thing, and finally gets nothing. In the end, he is destroyed by his own
strength , devoured™ by his own hunger, impoverished” by his own wealth.
Thoughtless of'® money or the accumulation'” of material possessions', he
is none the less defeated in the end by his own greed—a greed that makes
the avarice” of King Midas® seem paltry” by comparison.

And that is the reason why, when youth is gone, every man will look
back upon that period of his life with infinite sorrow and regret. It is the
bitter sorrow and regret of a man who knows that once he had a great talent
and wasted it, of a man who knows that once he had a great treasure and
got nothing from it, of a man who knows that he had strength enough for
everything and never used it.
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3. Friends, Good Friends
—And Such Good Friends

Judith Viorst'

Women are friends, I once would have said, when they totally love
and support and trust each other, and bare® to each other the secrets of
their souls, and run—no questions asked—to help each other, and tell
harsh truths® to each other (no you can’t wear that dress unless you lose ten
pounds first) when harsh truths must be told.

Women are friends, I once would have said, when they share the
same affection for Ingmar Bergman, plus train rides, cats, warm rain,
charades®, Camus®, and hate with equal ardor Newark’ and Brussels
sprouts® and Lawrence Welk and camping.

In other words, I once would have said that a friend is: a friend all the
way’, but now I believe that’s a narrow point of view. For the friendships I
have and the friendships I see are conducted at many levels of intensity,
serve many different functions, meet different needs and range from those
as all-the-way as the friendship of the soul sisters'® mentioned above to that
of the most nonchalant'' and casual playmates.

Consider these varieties of friendship:

1. Convenience friends'?>. These are women with whem:, if our paths
weren’t crossing all the time, we’d have no particular reason to be friends:
a next-door neighbor, a woman in our car pool”, the mother of one of our
children’s closest friends or maybe some mommy with whom we serve juice
and cookies each week at the Glenwood Co-op Nursery.

Convenience friends are convenient indeed. They'll lend us their cups

and silverware for a party. They'll drive our kids to soceer when we're sick.
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They’ll take us to pick up our car when we need a lift to the garage. They’
Il even take our cats when we go on vacation. As we will for them.

But we don’t, with convenience friends, ever come too close or tell too
much; we maintain our public face and emotional distance. “ Which
means,” says Elaine, “that I'll talk about being overweight but not about
being depressed. Which means I'll admit being mad but not blind with
rage. Which means that I might say that we’re pinched" this month but
never that I'm worried sick over money. ”

But which doesn’t mean that there isn't sufficient value to be found in
these friendships of mutual®. aid, in convenience friends.

2. Special-interest friends. These friendships aren’t intimate'®, and
they needn’t involve kids or silverware or cats. Their value lies in some in-
terest jointly' shared. And so we may have an office friend or a yoga friend
or a tennis friend or a friend from the Women’s Democratic Club.

“I've got one woman friend” says Joyce, “who likes, as I do, to take
psychology courses. Which makes it nice for me—and nice for her. It’s fun
to go with someone you know and it’s fun to discuss what you’ve learned,
driving back from the classes. ” And for the most part', she says, that’s
all they discuss.

“I'd say that what we're doing is doing together, not being together, ”
Suzanne says of her Tuesday doubles friends'”. “It’s mainly a tennis rela-
tionship, but we play together well. And I guess we all need to have a cou-
ple of playmates. ”

I agree.

My playmate is a shopping friend, a woman of marvelous taste, a
woman who knows exactly where to buy what, and furthermore is a woman
who always knows beyond a doubt what one ought to be buying. 1 don’t
have the time to keep up with what’s new in eyeshadow” , hemlines” and
shoes and whether the smock™ look is in or finished already. But since

(oh, shame!) I care a lot about eyeshadow, hemlines and shoes, and
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since I don’t want to wear smocks if the smock look is finished, I'm very
glad to have a shopping friend.

3. Historical friends. We all have a friend who knew us when. ..
maybe way back in Miss Meltzer’s second grade, when our family lived in
that three-room flat in Brooklyn, when our dad was out of work for seven
months, when our brother Allie got in that fight where they had to call the
police, when our sister married the endodontist”® from Yonkers®, and
when , the morning after we lost our virginity” , she was the first, the only,
friend we told.

The years have gone by and we’ve gone separate ways”® and we've little
in common now, but we're still an intimate part of each other’s past. And
so whenever we go to Detroit we always go to visit this friend of our girl-
hood. Who knows how we looked before our teeth were straightened. Who
knows how we talked before our voice got un-Brooklyned”’. Who knows
what we ate before we learned about artichokes”. And who, by her pres-
ence, puts us in touch with an earlier part of ourself, a part of ourself it's
important never to lose.

“What this friend means to me and what [ mean to her,” says Grace,
“is having a sister without sibling rivalry”. We know the texture® of each
other’s lives. She remembers my grandmother’s cabbage soup. I remember
the way her uncle played the piano. There’s simply no other friend who re-
members those things. ”

4. Crossroads friends®. Like historical friends, our crossroads friends
are important for what was—for the friendship we share at a crucial®, now
past, time of life. A time, perhaps, when we roomed™ in a college togeth-
er; or worked as eager young singles® in the Big City® together; or went
together, as my friend Elizabeth and I did, through pregnancy, birth and
that scary™ first year of new motherhood.

Crossroads friends forge” powerful links, links strong enough to en-

dure with not much more contact than once-a-year letters at Christmas.



