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FOREWORD

The Commercial Press asked me to translate and edit 100 an-
cient Chinese miniature stories. Although the expression "mini-
ature story” does not occur in ancient Chinese writings, it is hard
to find a more appropriate synonym, and we have no difficulty in
finding a great number of short articles in classical works, espe-
cially in the historical annals from the late Spring and Autumn
Period (770-467 B.C.) to the outbreak of the Opium War in 1840.

These articles, some of which consist of merely a féw words,
are comparable to English features, anecdotes, comments, jottings
or short essays. They display both wit and humour, as well as the
various attitudes towards life and the general aspects of the an-
cient Chinese society.

We have selected 100 representative and interesting pieces -
from the Pre-Qin Period right through to the Qing Dynasty, cover-
ing more than two thousand five hundred years. Due to the short-
ness of this compilation, readers may feel that they can only catch
a glimpse of Chinese culture, yet it should be sufficient to gain an
insight into this subject. )

Because of the difference in cultural background and the dis-
parity of linguistic constructs, Chinese-English translation fails to
convey the original idea perfectly, just as with English-Chinese
translation. I think all translators agree with me on this. We could
have given more annotations, however some problems cannot be
explained by an annotation of only a few words. Therefore in
many cases, we have decided to leave such problems to the inter-
ested readers themselves to study and research into, '



I am greatly indebted personally to Sharig Duan, Jiang Zaifen
and Zhou Xiaobiao for their contributions to the translations
in this book (names arfanged in sequence of number of articles
translated).

Ma Jiaju (Ligian)
Dec. 24, 1993
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