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Abstract

The global ecological crisis discovered in the 1950s and 1960s
indicates that the human race has become one community with a
common future. In spite of the emergence of the ecological move-
ment as a political power, the ever — increasing ecological con-
sciousness in the public, and the unanimous call from different
schools of ecological thought for a moral and harmonious relation-
ship between man and nature, we cannot transform our mode of life
from the modern to the ecological without an explanation from the
perspective of the ultimate or the transcendental. Only such an ex-
planation can reveal the necessity for man and nature to become one
community. Therefore, an ecological theology is indispensable as
the basis of an ecological worldview.

The conception of God is decisive to the construction of an eco-
logical theology. The Stewardship Idea, adhering to the traditional
conception of God, insists that teachings from the Bible should be
guidance to an ecological mode of life. An alternative idea, of
which Juergen Moltmann. and John Cobb. Jr. are representatives,
establishes a new ecological theology by reconstructing the concep-
tion of God on ecological thoughts. Their theologies are complemen-

tary. Joined together, they present a wholesome worldview for an
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ecological age, and provide a foundation for the construction of a
new ecological mode of life in terms of outlook on life, cosmology
and value system.

Following the inner logic of the idea of God — nature — man in
the ecological theology, I attempt in this dissertation a comparative
study of ecological theologies of Moltmann and Cobb%, focusing on
three areas, namely, (1) the ecological concept of God, the cor-
nerstone of their ecological theologies; (2) the ecological cosmolo-
gy, the body of their ecological theologies and (3) the ecological
view of human life, the core of their ecological theologies.

In the first place, Moltmann views the Trinity as a unity of mu-
tual interpenetration, which is the essence of all relations. God s
self — limitation, the fundamental law of his creation, shows the way
to achieve harmony in all relations. The Sabbath as the feast of cre-
ation foresees the state of all relations in the kingdom of God. On
the other hand, Cobb, following the process philosophy of White-
head, describes God as Creative — Responsive Love. In his opin-
ion, God% creative activity bases upon responsiveness to the world
and then Gods Love has two sides, the creative and the responsive.
Both of them interpret the world from God% creation, though Molt-
mann takes the path of revealed theology and Cobb philosophical
theology.

In the second place, Moltmann expounds the double worlds of.
the heavens and earth in the Bible, and God% descending movement
to earth for the purpose of perfecting it. Cobb presents the process.
of actualization of the world from chaos to order under the guidance

of God. The direction of the process on the whole is toward more
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complex actualities with greater and greater enjoyment. Though
coming through different ways, Moltmann and Cobb reach the same
conclusion that the world is not heading for extinction but perfec-
tion, and that the future is an eternity of bodily world.

In the third place, Molimann manifests the double status of
man in the history of creation: man represents the world before God
and represents God before the world. According to Moltmann, man
as the image of God means that the relationship between man and
woman is actually a reflection of the unity of Trinity. The becoming
of man is in the process of serving nature. Cobb explains that mans
superiority to nature comes from the evolution of nature, and that it
is man§ special duty to achieve synthesis on a larger scale. Though
from different angles, both Moltmann and Cobb emphasize that
there is simply one purpose in the process of becoming of the world
for both nature and man, and that man first has to make his body
and soul into one.

With their different, yet complementary ecological theologies,
Moltmann and Cobb have established an ecological worldview,
which lays a strong justification for the shift of ecological movement
from general interpretation to the construction of a new ecological
life style. The interrelated, complementary relationship of their eco-
logical theologies sets a good example for an ecological existential
mode. Not only have they expanded the exploration of ecology to
the whole area of human life, they can also enlighten the Chinese
on their ecological thinking while the country is making its way to

modernization.
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