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The beauty of life stems from the exploration and discovery by city dwellers. With continuous cultural development,
the bond between man and city has become closer; and the connection between man and architecture has also become
inseparable. Cities are not just places in which people live, but also a platform on which history and culture are

passed on.

Some suggested that a city's autobiography is written by the architectures therein; whilst others might believe
that architectures resemble mini—cities, and cities embody the extension of architectures. A city is formed by
groups of architectures, which, at the same time, act as the core of the city. Different forms of architecture
determine the city's characteristics. They feature the city's culture across various periods of time, represent the
folkways, and most importantly, keep track of the city's development. Architecture is not just built upon its ‘outer
appearance’, but also upon its historical background, cultural status as well as the allure it creates. It is

perpetual, will remain over time and extend to the future.

Architecture is the product left behind by the passage of time. It significantly reflects the characteristics of
society. As the world's economy, technology and culture develop rapidly, human beings have succeeded in making use
of nature and gaining from within. Yet, growing population, overuse of resources, climate change, environmental
pollution as well as ecological destruction are posing great threats to our Tives and development. Thus, attaining

sustainable development and protecting the environment become a major task for architects.

Architecture is produced by a specific region or district. There is no such thing in the world as 'abstract
architecture'; there is only concrete architecture, which is rooted in a substantial environment, and thus is very
much restricted by the topographic and natural conditions of the area, as well as the landforms and other existing

buildings in the city.

As some scholars put forward, architecture is an art of solidification. By 'solidification' it means the blending of
racial culture, as well as the incarnation of folkways. The cultural characteristic of architecture lies in its
dualism. Such dualism of architecture refers to material wealth as well as spiritual possession. It is both a result
of technological advancement and a creation of art. If there is no culture in it, architecture can be said to be
lifeless. This also applies to other constructions in the city. Within them, we should be able to feel an intense
sense of culture, but not merely the modernized elements. However, modern architecture, either from the West or
the East, is usually designed by similar architectural skills and spatial arrangements. During such process, the
regional characteristics and traditional culture have been marginalized, and corroded by the beautiful packing of
the modernized society and are gone forever. This is a disaster of the city's culture. The connotation of a fine
building always prevails the building's functions perse. Every fine work should be able to portray certain spiritual
connotation, and have high standards of cultural savor. There are a bunch of undying architectural works in each
period of time in the history, and the cultural essence and artistic magical power always represent a certain

historical period, and the nation's and people's spirit.

Architecture is a sign of culture and a solidified form of art. It exists for human beings, and is concurrently

nourished by people's art and culture.
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The Leaf Chapel, located in the Risonare Resort Hotel, has a
fresh green background. The beautiful mount Fuji could be seen
even from a distance. The Chapel is composed of two pieces of
‘leaves"-one is made of glass and the other is steel. The roof looks
as if it is floating away from the earth and suspending on the water.
The decorated glass in the form of a "leaf', resembles a shelf-struc—
ture supporting the roof. The edge of the leaf which is apart from the
main branch becomes thinner and thinner, creating a feeling of the
leaf's texture. The white steel "leaf" has 4 700 holes. Each hole is
fixed with an acrylic plexiglass lens, which looks like an elegant
lace on a bride's veil. When the light passes through the lens, it
projects patterns on the white fabric in the interior of the construction.
Along with the move of the sun, the projected patterns change
accordingly, creating an extraordinary background for the wedding.

When the wedding ends, the groom flips over the bride's veil
and kisses her. Then, the steel "leaf screen" will open magically to
reveal the pool outside and the charming natural scenery to the
visitors. Although the steel weighs 11 tons, it could be raised up
quietly by the round column machines in 38 seconds, just like lift—
ing up a piece of thin cloth.

The specially—chosen material forms a black decoration in the
interior and makes the entire space become brighter and pure.

Black wood is used to decorate the walls and black granites are




used to cover the floor. Black benches, with its back made of acrylic
acid can accommodate about 80 people. A beautiful green flower
pattern is inserted in the 20mm acrylic to create a soft affection.
Viewing from the back of the chapel, facing the pool and looking
through the opened screen, all this look like a lot of waterplants
growing and floating in the pool. When the screen falls down, it
seems like a big cluster flowers swaging on the white background.
The flower, named Rempuksou with little yellow petal lines, has
been chosen to be planted beside the little rivulet. It means "luck”
in Chinese and is very suitable for wedding celebrations. When
the ceremony approaches the end and the screen is opened,
people attending the wedding can walk on the stone steps through
the pool and arrive at the greenbelt to enjoy champagne and bread.

Holding a wedding ceremony in the leaf chapel under the
moonlight enables you to enjoy the charming scenery. The flood—
light shines through the lens in the screen and forms an elegant
picture. Flipping open the screen, numerous candles are lit on the
ground to lead guests to pass through the pool. When they are
enjoying the champagne, the leaf chapel takes the moonlight as
the background. When the screen is closed, a light will come out

from the chapel, making it look like a beautiful lantern.







