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Unit One:

Questions and Answers on Learning Music

1. A Talk Between a Teacher and a New Student

(T=teacher, S=student)

Good morning, Mr. Joe.

Good morning. Are you Lu Chang?

Yes. My name is Lu Chang.

: Where are you from?

: I'm from Qingdao, a city in Shandong Province.

: Who taught you the violin there?

» 3y 3w 3w

My teacher was Zhang Yuanwei. He is the concertmaster of Qingdao Philharmonic Or-

chestra. He has taught me the violin for four years.

-

What did you study?

2]

: I played Mazas, before that I played Keiser.

T: I see. Now, play something as you like, will you?

(The student plays Beethoven’s Minuet in G Major. )

T. Very well, LLu Chang. It sounds nice. The tune is sweet and the double stopping is wed-
ded to a sweet singing tone. There is one thing you should notice. When your bow is first
brought into use, don’t let your wrist press on the strings too much, especially when it

approaches the violin. In order to prevent this fault, hold the bow so that only a small




2

SKHERIGE

portion of the bow-hair is brought into play and draw it with perfect uniformity as re-

gards pressure and motion, inclining it slightly towards the fingerboard. Try it once

more, please.

(The student plays again, )

T, That’s it. That’s better. Have you learned Konradin Kreutzer?
S : Never, Mr. Joe.
T: Go over to the library and borrow a copy of Konradin’s Etudes. For homework, you try
Konradin’s Etude Number 2 by yourself. Your next lesson will be on Thursday morning.
S : Yes, Mr. Joe. Anything else?
T: That’s all for today, good-bye.
S : Good-bye.
New Words & Expressions
violin [ yvaia'lin] 7. INREE
concertmaster [ 'konsotima:sta] n. RAEE
= concertmeister [ 'konsat;maista |
philharmonic [ filha:'monik, filo'monik] a. = R AR, 38 Sk i
orchestra [ 'okistra] n. BI% SR BA
minuet [ ;minju'et] 7. INEEE N SR
major [ 'meidza] 7. KA
tune [ tjumn] n. h i, I8
wed [wed] v. EEaty
tone [ toun] n. i
bow [ bau] n. z5
wrist [ rist | n. i, BT
press [ pres] w. %
string [ strin] n. 5% 3 5% IR AN
portion [ 'po:fan] n. — R4 —4

perfect [ 'paifikt] a. ST AR KR
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uniformity [ jumni'formiti] z. —FE,—3
pressure [ 'prefa] n. K5
motion [ 'maufan] n. ’ shiE
incline [in'klain] v. s
slightly ['slaitli] ad. G
fingerboard [ 'finge'bo:d] n. Bt
etude [ei'tjud] n. Zr>] i

in order to T

as regards *F.EZF
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2. Mr. Mike Visits Shenyang Conservatory of Music

(C=Chen Xiao, M=Mike)

. Welcome to Shenyang and see our Conservatory, Mr. Mike. How do yoﬁ do? My name is

Chen Xiao, a violin student of the Department of Wind and String Instruments, Shenyang

Conservatory of Music.

M. How do you do? Mr. Chen. I'm very glad to meet you.

o <

2 0K

M:

. I'm very glad to meet you, too, Mr. Mike. We have been looking forward to your visit.

Is this your first visit to China?

. No. It's my second time. Some years ago, [ had a chance to Beijing.

Oh, did you? Would you tell me something about that trip?

. Certainly. I enjoyed it very much. It took me three days. I arrived in Beijing via Tokyo

and Hong Kong. 1 was lucky enough to hear Yehudi Menuhin’s concert in Beijing.

That’s very nice.

. He gave three concerts in Beijing and T heard his third performance.

. What pieces did you hear?
. T heard his Mozart’ Violin Concerto in A Major and Brahms’s Violin Concerto in D Ma-

jor. Oh, that’s a great time. His deeply moving performance brought the house down,

That’s wonderful. He also gave three lectures to thousands of musicians who came from

all parts of our country, didn’t he?

. Yes. As an educator, he also listened to the performance of several teenagers. During his

visit to the Central Conservatory of Music, he presented a violin to Chinese musicians on
behalf of the Musicians’ International Mutual Aid Fund. He said that the gift was being
given in the name of the musicians of the whole world.

That’s very nice. Mr. Menuhin did not only very good work in art but also devoted him-
self to promoting mutual understanding and friendship among peoples of different coun-
tries,

That’s true. Well, I'm afraid it’s time for me to go now. I have to get back to my hotel
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by eleven o’clock.
C: Thank you, Mr. Mike. Good-bye.
M. Good-bye.

New Words & Expressions

conservatory [ ken'sawvatoari | n.
wind [wind] n.

instrument [ 'instrument] .
via [ 'vaie] prep.

concert [ 'konsat | n.
performance [ pa'foxmons] 7.
piece [pis] n.

concerto [ kon'tfartou] n.
lecture [ 'lektfa] n.
musician [ mju:'zifon] n.
mutual [ 'mjustfual] a.

aid [eid] n.

fund [fand] n.

look forward to
bring the house down

on behalf of

Musicians’ International Mutual Aid Fund

in the name of

HARSE T ARER
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25, BUE
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AR RIW
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3. Booking Tickets

(T=Ticket agent, P=Paul)

T. Can I help you?

: Yes, I'd like to know what’s playing for the next two weeks.

T: Yes, let’s see... on the 29th and 30th, Friday and Saturday nights. A symphony orches-

I e

5 T o3

T

tra from Germany will be here in town. However, that’s all sold out! Then next Monday

Jimmy King will be doing a one-nighter.

. Are there any good seats left for his performance?
. Well, there are some seats left, but they’'re not very good.
: Do you have any tickets for the musical Cats?

: Certainly not. But there will be a live video relay from the New London Theatre to a gi-

ant screen in the Piazza in Covent Garden next Wednesday to mark the show’s very last

performance in the West End.

. I hear it is the longest running musical in British musical history, isn’t it?
: Yes, some 150 former cast members are attending the show.
. Oh, if only I had come here and got tickets earlier! Where is the Piazza?

: It is located to the northern end of Covent Garden market, next to the Royal Opera

House and the London Transport Museum, in the center of Covent Garden.

. Thank you. Well, how about next Friday or Saturday?

T. Saturday the 7th there’s going to be a local rock concert, and we have lots of seats for

T3 33

that.
. Well, my wife and I do want to see something while we’re here, so why not a rock con-
cert? What time does it begin?
: At 8.30.
Which seats would you suggest?
. How many tickets do you need?
Just two.



