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May 1st
The Cold-Hearted Duchess

The twenty-two-year-old Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart had arrived in Par-
is to build an international reputation, He wrote to his father Leopold in
Salzburg on May 1st, 1778.

Responding to an invitation o f eight days prior, I drove to the house o f
the Duchesse de Chabot. I waited hal f an hour in a large room without any
fire and as cold as ice. At last the Duchess came in. She was very polite ,

and implored me to excuse her piano since none of her instruments were in

good order , but she asked me at least to give it a try. Isaid I'd be happy to

play something but couldn’t right then because my fingers were completely
numb from the cold s so I asked her to take me to a room where there was a
fire.a

“Oh, vyes, yes, you are right.” she answered. She then seated hersel f
and spent an entire hour drawing in the company of several gentlemen all
sitting in a circle around a large table , while I had the honor of waiting.

The windows and doors were open so that not only my hands, but my
body and feet were cold, and my head also began to ache. At last, to cut
matters short, I played her miserable piano. What annoyed me most of all
was that the Duchess and the gentlemen never stopped drawing for a mo-
ment , but coolly continued what they were doing s sothat I had to play to an
audience of chairs and tables and walls.

Finally I got up and said 1'd be glad to come back when some better in-
strument could be found, but the Duchess persuaded me to wait until her
husband came in. He sat down beside me and listened with great attention,

and 1 forgot all about the cold and the headache , and in spite o f the misera-

ble piano, played as I can play when I'm in the right mood.
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May 2nd
No Deal

As World War II raged in Europe, English composer Arthur Bliss was
director of music at the BBC. His family was in America and he was looking
for a way to go over so that he could arrange to bring them back to England.

An offer of assistance came from an unexpected source via a phone call
from Lady Cunard, who wanted to meet with him regarding an urgent mat-
ter. Bliss had never met Lady Cunard and so he was as curious as he was
hopeful. He went to see her that very day. After some uneasy preliminaries,
she got to the point. It seemed that England’s celebrated conductor, Sir
Thoras Beechamn, was in America and had become, as she said, “emotionally
involved. ” It was important, she said, for him to return to England. Bliss
knew nothing about Beecham'’s private life and had no interest in it. He began
to wonder what Beecham’s personal problems had to do with him.

Lady Cunard cut to the chase. Her plan was for Bliss to urge the Direc-
tor-General of the BBC to invite Beecham to come to England and replace
Bliss as the music director., In exchange, Lady Cunard would use her influ-
ence to assure that Bliss could get back to America to rejoin his family.

At first Bliss fought the impulse to laugh at the thought of the dapper,
‘distinguished Beecham in the mundane position of running the BBC music
staff. Then he got angry at the presumption that he would step down for the
sake of getting Beecham out of a romantic entanglement. Controlling his tem-
per, Bliss suggested that Lady Cunard take her plan straight to the Director—
General. Their parting was less than cordial.

Arthur Bliss—later Sir Arthur Bliss—had hung onto his job and his
professional pride, but at a cost. Two-and-a-half years would pass before he

would see his family again,
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