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Contributing to Chinese Intangible Cultural Heri—
tage Preservation through Education

Dr. Yasuyuki Aoshima

The Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage — International Symposium on
Folk Paper Cutting, co—organized by the UNESCO Office Beijing and the Chi—
nese Central Academy of Fine Arts, was held at the academy on 8—9 April 2004.
Specialists in cultural heritage and folk custodians of paper cutting gathered to—
gether at this symposium. The common purpose for all in attendance was the
preservation of this exquisite craft which originates from China’s illustrious past.
On behalf of UNESCO, I would like to extend my sincere congratulations on the
success of the symposium. I hope that the Chinese Central Academy of Fine Arts
will make a concerted effort alongside UNESCO to strengthen cooperation in
the area of intangible culture.

In 1997 UNESCO established an international programme entitled the
“Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”,
aimed at identifying and honouring cultural expressions central to cultural identity.
During its 32nd General Conference in 2003, UNESCO adopted the Interna—
tional Convention for Preserving Intangible Cultural Heritage, which aimed at
preserving oral tradition and expression, performing arts, social practices, religious
rituals, festive events, traditional craftsmanship and the knowledge and practices
concerning nature and the universe of peoples across the world. This new legal
instrument will be complementary to other UN conventions in regard to pre—
serving cultural heritage. The Convention will come into effect three months
after being recognized by 30 countries. To date 10 countries have ratified the
Convention, including China, which ratified it in December 2004. The imple—
mentation of the Convention will improve the Proclamation of Masterpieces
Programme, and help build a UNESCO World Intangible Cultural Heritage List,
similar to the World Heritage List.



China is a country with a long history and distinct cultural traditions, as well
as a wealth of intangible heritage. Two items of Chinese intangible heritage, Kunqu
Opera and Gugqin music, have already been listed as Masterpieces of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity.

Chinese folk paper cutting is one of the most representative cultural expres—
sions that have developed over China’ s long history, and is now among the
candidates for the Proclamation of Masterpieces of Oral and Intangible Heritage
of Humanity.

Chinese folk paper cutting originated from local craftsmanship and flourished
with the wisdom and the skilfulness of the common people, who are both the
creators and owners of this unique art. Having been passed down over generations,
paper cutting is a superb example of beautiful artistry and mastered skill combin—
ing innovation and tradition.

The scientific documentation and academic study of the history of paper
cutting, the improvement of paper cutting courses in the official curriculum and
the training of young artists will undoubtedly contribute significantly to the pro—
tection and preservation of this form of precious cultural heritage, especially given
today’ s rapid economic development and globalisation.

UNESCO fully endorses the Chinese Central Academy of Fine Arts in its
role as initiator and active promoter of intangible cultural heritage education in
China. Presently the papers and speeches presented at the symposium will be
collated and published by the Chinese Central Academy of Fine Arts. This pub—
lication will include the history, current situation and research of the art along
with the authors’ experiences from their explorations in the field of paper cutting.
We are delighted to find ever greater numbers of specialists in humanity and
culture involved and that the general survey on folk paper cutting custodians is to
be launched. On behalf of UNESCO, I sincerely wish the preservation of Chi—

nese intangible cultural heritage a promising future.

Beijing, January 2005
Dr. Yasuyuki Aoshima Director and Representative UNESCO Office Beijing



H R R AR T - B ) 4 I B o R i 2

CIEY i St P~ 92 Bk o )

200444 A - Jbsg

20044F4 7, BA EBRFSCH S SRR AP e R BEEA FAN T “ob
Bl B - BRI A E PR R B &7 (L5 - sk R0 ), R
i o EREBRRAEREMETMER” KBBY (b5 - PEZERE),
] R 1 B 46 R ARIBK A R OB SCAL U 1Sk 4 Rt e PR 22 1R )93
PU4EBE AN BB

P E AR BSOS - BRI BT AR E PR AR B4 IS T SR I T i
B 1 R AT AR AR M BRSO3 7 AR5 A AR AP R . 2. o e B 4
IR P AR AR PR R . 3. b B R BT 465 4R SO A 2R 1 R R,
] R B9 A4 D B 3 e 2 R R A TR SO = kB T e S
PEPRE PR A SCI I T B o o ] 1 5% 3 L AR S IR 0 406 s 7
e, hy b e RBR SCA R e R S FRAM 7 S T 185 2K A ek o DI B 4 7 o 3o
FEP PTG R RS2 At 2 e AR R, B BB AR + SO A6 7R & R i 1k %
o RV BYARHY o138 TAEAAUARHE T R SO ZS AR, todfesh T Ao
eI A o E B TR R O TF IR HE3h T 42t o £ MR RSO fs %
RRBOSCTE o S BURBRIK A [ 0B} SC 41 G376 H 350 R P9 A 3 kA2 0 S AR
FRE PARRAE VI 5 55, AR v B 00 3 SOt £ 7R 3l T 2 ) TR A
W2 IR ARG IR, 18U AR | SO AR 0 AT R SR A SRR B . i 220
WHEIERGER T (IEM B SUs  SER E E ).

—RREXAESERABBEDMIENZRER, B hESR4ER
TR B 18 ST AL B3 iR )4t & 38 A A0 ST AL 2 7= A HME ROIR FH F s 4L,

SRR T SO RIS R AR R SOG4 30, By 24 DA K



SCAEIHE SR, AAS - SCACARGE i 1 76 52 LB, 8 ST 6 B A [0 5% SC A B84 TS
POHE 7 91 B R, 3 ST FF Tl i B S R RE 3 1 IR EL B UM RO 7 &, R R A
R W) T B 1 R AR, 4t o ] 2 e R R ) S W L 1 e 2 e A S Ak
FEFE TN E R SR TN AL o B AR LI, SR ZAEVE 1 H 7 SO Ak A 25 VTR
AT B At DX AR R ) SCIL BRAE

= RURE 57 E R AW BRSALE PR AP BT AL R TAEE W, U4 S B st
BMESRIPIREXNRR, THEREDRIUE=RIPELEE. 55,
RPN R R

ARSI — A SO B AR | DASEBRHE ) £ S ORI TAE .
R AR B SCARE 7 PR AP L B 2 B B TAF (945 PR 7 R AN B 1Ak 52
HE, S ARE . GHE X HERIA KJR RTIEE PA HL R T AR O, g
AR BRI 2 AR TR R T 1 R B RVR2 1) AP A TR SR A0
B BARE RS T RS B RSE BRI £ 5, RAR I R SO AR i T 1K, [ SR B
PTCARRS | B | 568 B B SCACTRAN R AT S5 S Ve 1 £ BTG BR , W3 2t 210
HILFZ 5, AU ESS 538, W ES (5B & RS, $52 4 a5
VRS BB SR AR A 2 TR R 135 B RSB 24 2 SR B AR 8 i o s A
M TAEMEEZ —,

=, RREVERBENEL HLOEYRIUBEFEREL, BRRR
B E&EERGIURMESEFER AEEFTESHOIUEREGEIR KIS
BEUENNENRIUBRIANERAENSHE, SIAASHEHMINER
Fo FFREBKAEELBHERILE~ELIRERFRRS

HERNEILIL | 438 Bk . RBHBAE . BIRl, tERK AR
SATT Ao NV Z P 5 S8 TE R 308 B 7 A A BB R
FEICACIE ™ AT S T BARR PRI LB 30 [ 3 T 7 1 9 A S A,
AR, FERERIT | ZHE RSO SR S RE LS 2
HISCHCZ ARG G R B3 1 (A B SO YE U5 | A IR LA 56 3075, 3
ARFHE PR R B o RIFAEY TSR P MRS 52 . OB A | R el
K\ AN TT T BF A o SRRSO = B R B, BRI, T



HE AR = M7 Z A P 3l Fp A A 8555 5 B RERVRLBF SR 5 T
At 2 IR %5 1E

M FHEHSXEPESHOEYRTAIRK, XV HREHE K S
FER TR SR, XE P E S HIEMRI UMK A RN BEER L ki
MR RGBT UK E DR, RIPRE R A RE ST AL B
EMARIEFN S

ARBTG5 SR B S I A AT A5 SO R BT 6,
ZYERR I SCACARADRISCALAT e RN I3 3L R 2 5 50 A0 3 25 Sl
o P A AR R ISR 2 0 EAR A SO G R Bk 1 B % A AR
H PR IIIX, e [ S AR R SF 3713 B SCAL 58I TR 28 O Ik g
A o AER B ST EOAR Y™ , AR BE B S WK Hb b 193 45 SCAL AR T SC b A5 7
EREARRIER . SERRBRI SR E B . STAE T E RSOk
P, XA A R BARA M B R B KBS S IR 9 R S 2 Rt
HIANEILAE, B2 00— 1R RSB E UL HE R o B MR RS TR 2 I

BRI HESTRENENRANZER, LRk, SHENTSE
(R )XUZEAAERHEERERRPER S DS LB O EY RN ENE
B HEMEMERER, UWENRXUETHARARTE (£ ) EASTHE
&S

M BE I A RSO | SCA R 36 A R L A 2

AT SCACHFE . B SR AL AT 250 B AN IR B SRS AT R 1 340 R Sk A
G, FEOT BT SCARIN 2 28 RN SR LI SR SR A 0 SR AR B LT B
A5 B SRS 3 2 RIE AR KBS R R T3 HA, SR 52,
W H T B — R RAR R I A ST 2 ALY B T 3 H YE A2 frbl
e, T NS B N SHAHE . A5 AEAMES RS 1 S
I BRATTINIHN ST 285 ) A R 3 R 9 L 5 T 5 A 34 SO, 35408 T SIE 22
WA RBHE K o FRA 0 24 R B A B SCAR R SEA  , SBES AT ST . 400 gt A L
2 U TR — AU A RE S ARY , T 22 W T 3 252 SOk 28 PR B 47,
HISCAART AR A “ B () SR AE AR, T B Ve S R A H AT . “ T



T SCARRA R 55 PE RV BTRGE AR AE , S A A 2 AT HRp 4 B B R A A7 SR o AR 90 R S Ak
fE AR R 2 AL I RE R ANLES SCAAR A R 5% 15 , 3l SO G s v SR e R
ARFEA OB AP AL AR R A B SCARIAR], AR R SCAR R BARTS B (4R ) i
BT B A RIS 1

AN EIBREMEROREHREE, /RIP, EERIE, REIBRRE
i XA RS RAE MY FF SRR 7R o 1B IUSCALIEF= S BIAT 61 it 45 R A0 “BU 4R
ZAT (REAZARY ), MXUERENUALSEMRABZERIUNAENS
5818

FEFZDBRENITRES, EEH T RIGERGSAE KR, B BB
SCAGTEAL A AR T 5L o B R B R M B 3 H ke R — AR SC g AR s 457
HA S A SO S REPE IR RAE T S o H B X450 R % G B 4% Ay A3 2 £
P AR R fr R IT , AR B R BT AL GEBA Ak . B2 AR . P
Z R R I BY ARAL e R 1 7R 7 T SOt =t BURT A R et X R AR 36 ) 5
5o PRIt RIS B BY 48AH 5% i 3Pk 8t 7= b BUR B 0 A o 7 (B “ T4 2R
7, BRI . (R . A BRI S, RS ERISCLE
SEAG ARG AL 2 PRAB , SR RAR B R AL RIS S | S Sk 7 B R A
A X B AR R 4E 37 B A b O € 1 RO AR €5 1) ST BRAE

tOAMRENRS ANEREEX BRI EREO ROME, INNBTRIED—F
BIBFERNZEARABK M TROH S U LR, EHRSINAREFE
BRUMEREND, SINSKERIUBSHRE., K. AU ERSTE
RHLE h, CliEMEER P ENRERERHR

TP ERRGEZEAR S, kB R PR B K SO R Bk SR E R R
REZEAN AR I B — o S T4 06 S Z SN B S ARG B o R ] BY 464 K
THFEH 2 RIK 2 T8 S R A0 h R (P, BT 4RI S8 B THE R I A A7
A5 o B DA A= 185 1) S A0 o [ SC B A ) R AR SCAR 078 , B4R 1 A 1
i) B IR B 5k  BYARRE S 4k 50 2 5 , MGG AR 77T 45 15 BRAR AR 3 A0 Sk
TS QUE VIR A, 1B — A 15 7R XU AT R34 % B R R P i i
R o A G0 1A B R BT AR AN (UL A = T 0 R S B R IR P P SC A PR 38R, [ 5 4% 7



TR B — A ARG SR R, — S R O RO — e DY 4K B P 4k
(14 LA 3 P ) N A S A Ay = SCAEIA TR BT g v A R AR AR T 5o BRG]
BYARAE Ny R ] AR B S A R A R 5 R BUE X, R A RSN
A LA ZARBE I, IER YR EAR L SR AR E AL BT . DY 40 2
A58 1 RAR ST IR , 214 2 B 5 A Tl ALe R, BTARESEIHKL T B
ittt A - ABOUANE ZAT8 B RAR BT ARAIAE ST, P [ B 2 A2 1 A5 A9 B[R] BY 4R 1%
Gilch & Bz R SRR E R BATLAAEY B 7 WAL A AR
P Y ARAE GE R R, N BU3E PE AT BT 405 | ABUMCAETE B0 s &G 3, 5IA S
SEARFERS S, LIS E R B R EAGE m R FEER S AN, HEK
B ) B AR FATERAE T — WA 138 [ B S B 32 AL

NRRETSEMESEWRIUNE LU ERZ B, RRUK AR RIEK
MUESHERRIE EERIUE=RIPLES, LES BEEHERAKRH
]t 5733 7= % K BV B AME R RIS

KEFERME “ESHEYE B (19714), SR AR F AR ERK
HESL T 300 ZEAZS Y. 1997 45, STHIAE 7SRO IX A B AR I A R
SRS (b IREETTE ) ASEYIR A L& R BERINIIT i
B, B ARBATE R AR A ) RS A AL X A 3 & LB /Y
RN A A 25 (46 o HP B RIS RO T 5 B A SR R, 2R
Figtre (IR SHRE™ | ieiZi@ ™) oA TP E BRI L, EHERLZH A
SRR 2 A LA B hk o o bk 53 7 14 20 A TR AE R B KA ST A 7 T
TEAGE IR AR B S JR AT o BRATT L 24 LA AR e A AR 't 25 SR 5 v [ AR 3t 7=
LRI BRI, AR AR 0 S SR LR AR v [ SR8 7 22 2R AU 2 A1 A M A
ARG S B AT 552 K &



Intangible cultural heritage of China * International

academic Symposium on folk paper cutting

Manifesto of Intangible Cultural Heritage practice

April 2004, Beijing

The representative office of UNESCO and the Central Academy of
Fine Arts have made joint efforts to hold Intangible Cultural Heritage of
China - International Academic Symposium on Folk Paper—cutting
(Beijing * Central Academy of Fine Arts) in April 2004. A large—scale
exhibition of ‘Life and arts of genius folk paper—cutting inheritor’ was
opened at the same period (Beijing * National Art Museum of China).
The program of Chinese folk paper—cutting applying for the
‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ of the
UNESCO came to the conclusion stage, which has taken a period of four
years.

The ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage of China - International Aca-
demic Symposium on Folk Paper—cutting’ engaged in the following
topics: 1. Application for the intangible cultural heritage and protection
situation of passing on the folk paper—cutting; 2. Exploration on pro—
tection mode of the intangible cultural heritage—folk paper—cutting; 3.
Development of Chinese folk paper—cutting and modern cultural and
social life development. As intangible cultural heritage embodying gen—
eralization and multi-nationalities, the folk paper—cutting has displayed
the important characteristics of living culture of the enduring factors of

the Chinese civilization. The Chinese working women have made indel—



ible contribution to the Chinese cultural inheritance and development
as the main body inheriting the folk paper—cutting. The questions and
practice aroused in the application of folk paper—cutting for UNESCO’
s ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ have
profound meaning for setting example for local culture passing on and
inheriting. The work not only enhanced the protection to the original
status of the folk culture, but boosted the implementation of intangible
cultural heritage in the education field and the concerns from the soci—
ety to the inheriting group in the rural areas. In accordance with the
background of UNESCO’ s program ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ worldwide, the present situation of
passing on and inheriting intangible cultural heritage and many ques—
tions that demand prompt solution in china, the Symposium promoted
the concept of human-oriented and co—existing of various cultural forms
and sustainable development. The meeting has issued formally the Mani—
festo of Intangible Cultural Heritage Practice after discussion:

I. Exploring national culture idea and interactive and harmonious
development mode of folk emotion, enhancing promotion and transfor—
mation of folk cultural resources of diversified nationalities to social capi—
tal and cultural productivity value.

The intangible cultural heritage protection cause, which is carried
out in the period of civilization transforming of China under the
globalization, shall, based on the pattern of humanity culture and aim-
ing at passing on and inheriting local culture, clearly set up national
culture concept and culture productivity development strategy, estab—
lish an open platform for interactive coordination of governmental func—

tion departments, explore the interactive and harmonious development



