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FOREWORD

Do you know under what circumstances friends in the UK shake hands or hug?

Do you believe that you can cope with heated debates in the seminar rooms of British
universities?

Do you know what films British students watch, what songs they listen to and what

video games they play?

The book you are about to read is not a boring textbook for spoken English, nor is it a
travel guide for overseas study in the UK. The unique feature of this book is the
demonstration of conversational English techniques through dialogues based on British campus
culture. It enables readers who intend to study in the UK to improve their spoken English as
they read through amusing situations which take place on British campuses.

Language is a tool of communication which can only be improved through practice.
We are all aware of the importance of “speaking” in the learning of English, but spoken
English is also a weak point for most Chinese students. The speaking exercises provided by
school textbooks are often out of touch with young people’s lives. Using materials that are
irrelevant to our own lives to practice English is not “using language” at all. In order to
use the language, the speaker must have the urge to communicate and express himself. The
content of what you say must also make you feel that speaking English is fun and cool.

This is what originally inspired us to write this book. The authors, Ge Yu and Martin
Boyle, have carefully picked 50 topics that are closely related to the lives of overseas
students in the UK, such as “ Habits and Customs”, “Interviews and Applications”
“Shopping in the Supermarket”, “ Seminars”, “Essays and Presentations”, * Sports
Talk” , “Part-time Jobs”, “Pubs and Parties” and “Campus Romance”. We have also
included some topics that are taboo in English education in China, but very commonly discussed
in British universities——topics such as “Sexual Health” and “Student Union Politics™.

Every topic begins with an interesting “ Background Knowledge™”. In the “Background
Knowledge” , you will learn about the cultural and linguistic similarities and differences
between China and Britain on this topic. The second part of the topic is “ Dialogue”. These
dialogues are collected from various comers of British campuses and are guaranteed to be
idiomatic, stylish and practical. Every topic ends with a list of “ Phrases” and a
“Glossary 7, so that the readers can absorb the language points more formally and
systematically. The language points in the background knowledge, the entire dialogues,
phrases and glossaries are ail Chinese-English, so that the readers can fully grasp the
language environment.

Martin and Ge: one is British, the other is Chinese; one is a teacher, the other is a
student. This arrangement has made this book a perfect combination of English linguistic
authenticity and Chinese academic empathy. No longer will speaking English feel daunting
and alien. Rather, it will feel friendly and addictive,
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» Outside the Lecture  2°%%

Wang: Hi Ping... how’s things? You know, I had a bit of a run-in with the lecturer
today.

Ping: Why? What happened?

Wang: Well? | she said I was being rude and making her stomach turn!

Ping: What? Why?

Wang: I had a runny nose and I was just, like, sniffing, you know.

Ping: Were you just sniffling a little bit or were you actually sniffing it all up and
making a noise?

Wang: I thought it was just normal.

Ping: The thing is that in the West they really hate it when you do that in a noisy
way... especially if you keep on doing it without blowing your nose... you know® ...
or you swallow the phlegm. They find that really disgusting.

Wang: Yeah... but blowing your nose is worse, surely!

Ping: Not in Europe. In fact, it’s more polite to blow your nose and make a noise
than it is to sniff noisily and swallow the catarrh. That’s a big “no, no”.

Wang: I didn’t know that... they must think I’'m a pig! You know, there was this
Italian guy in our seminar, and he was always blowing his nose really loudly into this
big white cotton handkerchief... like a foghorn... then stuffing it up his sleeve. All the
Japanese and Chinese looked really embarrassed.

Ping: I know... it’s difficult, isn’t it? There was this Japanese guy in our class and he
was so scared to blow his nose even though he had a massive cold and his nose was
running like mad. He had five packets of paper hankies on the table in front of him,
and he just kept wiping his nose, and sniffing. Anyway® | one of the other students
picked up the hankies and asked him why he had Japanese hankies as he’d been in
England for six months. You know what he said?

Wang: What?

Ping: He said, “Oh, my mum sent them to me because English hankies are too
rough. ”

Wang: Hahahaha! What a sissy!

Ping: Yeah... and he was wearing a pink jumper as well... haha.

Wang: Yeah! Mummy’s boy!

Ping: You see, they find us weird the same way we find them. I guess there are
loads of things like that that we have to watch out for... you know, habits and customs
and things.

Wang: Yeah... my teacher told me that when he was in China, he just couldn’t get
used to the way people didn’t queue up. He knew that it wasn’t the custom and that he
should just jostle and shove, but he couldn’t get used to it.
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Ping: Well, you know what they say... “when in Rome... ” I think if you just show
good will, smile and say sorry... then most people understand, don’t they?

“wg 777777 e
» In the Classroom 27+ n

Teacher: I was reading in the Economist the other day that, since the easing of visa
restrictions on Chinese tour groups, loads of Chinese tourists have been coming to
England to go shopping in factory outlets and buying the oddest™ products.

Li: Like what kinds of things?

Teacher: Well, it said in the article that Clarks shoes were a real draw.

Li: Yeah... they’re really famous in China. We think they’re high quality.

Teacher: That's really strange to us here... we see Clarks as being a bit old-fashioned...
you know—sensible shoes for school children. They are certainly not cool.

Li: That's weird... we think they are really fashionable.

Madina: Yeah... my neighbour toid me the other day that I looked like a chav
because I was wearing a Burberry baseball cap. It was really expensive... we think
Burberry is really high-end stuff.

Teacher: That's the odd thing. There seems to be a gap in perception between us
here about the products you think are archetypally British. 1 mean, you think Burberry
is high class, but at the end of the 1990s it actually became associated with certain
sections of British society... football hooligans, single mothers and so on... that word
chav, you used... it refers to a particular kind of poor person who dresses in a way she
thinks looks classy but is actually viewed as cheap and tacky by some others... cheap
jewellery and big hooped earrings—known as bling—are another feature of chav
dress. The company is trying to change its image through changing its marketing
strategy. The problem is that most East Asians who buy these products are not aware
of the negative connotations.

Li: But some of these names are really good brands. I mean Abercrombie and Barber
and so on.

Teacher: Yes... but they can sometimes be seen as a bit preppy... you know... like
Pringle, Ralph Lauren, Polo, Tommy Hilfiger—although some of these are not
British—they are seen as indicative of someone who is not really cool—especially if
you are a student. Most British students prefer to dress down. And you don’t want to
be labelled as spoiled rich kids by the British students, do you?

Madina: Well, 1 love my brand names... I couldn’t be seen out in anything that
wasn’t good quality!
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Teacher: Do you know, last year we had a group of Chinese lawyers here on a law
course. We took them to Oxford on a day trip to visit the Bodleian Library, the
famous colleges and museums and so on, and they were annoyed... they thought we
were planning to take them to Oxford St%1

Li: That's not fair! Not all of us are like that!

Teacher: I know ... I think this is just a cultural gap. I mean, take music for
instance, Who are your favourite singers and groups?

Madina: Oh... I like Christina Aguilera and Jennifer Lopez.

Li: Yeah... and I like, you know, R&B and boy bands like Westlife.

Teacher: Well there’s a big difference there! Do you know who the most popular
groups are among British students? Have you heard of the Arctic Monkeys? The
Zutons? The Scissor Sisters? No? Well, there you go!

Li: Hey! That's not fair! How many Chinese singers do you know? Have you heard
of Beijing punk?

Teacher: Well, each to his own, I used to like Heavy Metal and Hard Rock when I
was your age....

Li: Oh no, a sad old rocker!
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3 In F“ght "ad}i'u'%

Ali: Hi, I think I’m sitting next to you. Seat 35B.

Wei Wei: Oh, sorry. I'll just move my things. Hold on a minute.

Ali: Thanks. Phwoo... I’'ve been waiting in departure for ages.

Wei Wei: Mmm... The flight was delayed leaving Beijing. Security checks, you know.
Ali: Yeah. Same here. ®

Wei Wei: Are you going to London, then?

Ali: Yes, I'm going to the LSE to do a master’s in International Relations.

Wei Wei: Really? That sounds interesting. You must be really clever.

Ali: So are you going to London too?

Wei Wei: Well actually, I'm going to the University of Middlesex to do Business Studies.
Ali: That sounds interesting.

Wei Wei: Well actually,? it’s my parents who want me to do Business Studies. I'd
rather study Philosophy, but my dad wants me to take over the family business. He
thinks Business Studies will make me rich.

Ali: Well, nobody wants to be poor... ah, here’s the drinks trolley. What would you like?
Wei Wei: A Coke, please. I'm sorry... I don’t know your name....

Ali: Oh, sorry. I forgot... Ali.

, The Queue for the Registry ‘,Qg;%&’%

Kim: Hi there. Are you Korean?

Lu: No. I'm Chinese. I'm from Shanghai.

Kim: Oh, Sorry. I was just looking for the registry. I need to register for my course.
Look... is this the right place?

Lu: Yes. That’s right. I think it's going to take a while though.

Kim: Mmm... and I have to get my accommodation too... it’s a bit complicated, isn’t
it?

Lu: Brr... the weather’s cold for September, isn’t it?

Kim: Yes... I didn’t think it’d be so cold at this time of year.

Lu: Mmm... which course are you doing?

Kim: Development Studies.

Lu: Wow. So am I. So I guess we’ll be seeing more of each other.

Kim: Yes, I suppose we will. Is that an “A to Z” you’ve got there? Could I borrow
it, please? I need to find out where my accommodation is.

Lu: Sure... here you are.

Kim: My name’s Kim, by the way. I'm from Seoul.

Lu: Oh... ha... I'm Lu, nice to meet you.
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