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Guide to the Series

1. The series (HSK Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced) are compiled for those preparing
for the Chinese Proficiency Test, also known as HSK for the Chinese Pinyin " Hanyu Shuiping
Kaoshi". They are designed to help those who learn Chinese as a foreign language to master
Chinese vocabulary and thus can also be used as vocabulary books. The series focus on key
words in HSK vocabulary test, combine detailed explanation and exercises, enabling readers to
grasp important and difficult Chinese vocabulary and to continuously improve their Chinese pro-
ficiency.

2. The series are based on the Outline of HSK Vocabulary (hereinafter referred to as the Outline)
released by the Department of Testing Affairs (HSK) of China National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language (NOCFL) in 1992. The entire series contain 8,822 words lis-
ted in the Outline (including 1,033 level A words, 2,020 level B words, 2,201 level C words
and 3,568 level D words) ,and absorb most of the revised contents of The Outline of the HSK
(Elementary - Intermediate ) ( the ninth edition, published by the Modern Press) compiled by
the HSK Test Center of the Beijing Language and Culture University.

3. The vocabulary in the series is arranged in the order of level A words (marked with "1" in the
text) , level B words ( marked with "2" ), level C words ( marked with "3" ), and level D
words (marked with "4" ).

4. Number of an entry: refers to the serial number of the word in the Outline arranged according to
the order of pinyin. For example; entry 1888 4, suggesting that the word of “43” is the
18888" word listed in the Outline based on its pinyin.

5. Phonetic notation; is mainly based on the Outline and also taking into account the light tone
and tonal modification in actual use. For example: the words containing “—” and “R” are

labeled with corresponding pronunciations according to different context.

=)

. Part of speech: is based on both the Outline and the Contemporary Chinese Dictionary. The ob-
vious mistakes appeared in the Outline have been corrected. As for the words serving different
parts of speeches, the basic one comes first, followed by others in the order of using frequen-
cy.

. English paraphrase and the explanation of main points: if a word has several meanings, the

~J

common ones are listed and arranged in the logic sequence; the explanation of main points fo-
cuses on the grammar use of a word and its functions in serving different parts of speeches.
8. Exercises; are compiled in the form of HSK vocabulary test; the unit exercises are arranged in
a random order to provide a new learning experience and to improve the difficulty of exercises.
9. Answers: the answers to the unit exercises follow each unit for the convenience of readers.

Editor
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Guide to the Vocabulary Part of HSK Test

In HSK test, the vocabulary part is very important and all examinees want to improve their
ability in this field. It requires to grasp a large amount of vocabulary and to master the pronuncia-
tion, part of speech, meaning and usage of all basic words to obtain high score in this part. While
at the same time, it also helps a lot in the examination if you are familiarized with the main
characteristics of HSK vocabulary test and grasp the necessary skills; for the general knowledge of
the test can help you to review your lessons more effectively, to answer questions more efficiently

and to get a higher score in HSK test.
I. Components and Features of HSK Test

Vocabulary questions are in the Sentence Structure ( First and Second Section), Reading
(First Section) and Cloze (First Section) of HSK Elementary to Intermediate tests, as well as in
the Reading (Second Section) of HSK Advanced test. The questions on vocabulary of different

part focus on different aspects of words. The vocabulary examined is among the scope described

in the Table of Commonly Used Vocabulary in the Outline of HSK Test ( Elementary to Intermedi-
ate) released by the Department of Testing Affairs (HSK) of China National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language (NOCFL). There are altogether 5,254 words, among which 1,
033 are level A words, 2,020 level B words and 2,201 level C words.

(I) Vocabulary Questions in the Sentence Structure ( First and Second Section) of
HSK Elementary to Intermediate Tests

The keys of the test questions in these two sections include:

1. Basic usage of common nouns of locality, auxiliary verbs, unit words, adverbs, preposi-
tions, conjunctions, and auxiliary words;

2. Reiteration of verbs, adjectives, and nouns;

3. Commonly used phrases and idioms;

4. Word order in sentence;

5. Usages of words for comparing and questioning.

The First Section of Sentence Structure contains 10 questions, each of which is an incomplete
sentence with A, B, C and B marking four different positions in the sentence; there is one word
below the sentence, asking you to choose an appropriate position in the sentence for it. Here is

an example ;

(1)#E A B B— gL, 7T C t D RECYH B EE .
#R

This question is about the position of “#F” the adverb. Since the grammatical position of

an adverb is fixed and should be put before the verb or adjective it describes, the correct answer

|




to the question is A.
The Second Section of Sentence Structure contains 20 questions, each of which is a sentence
with one or two blanks. There are four choices of words marked with A, B, C, and D below the

sentence, asking the examinees to choose an appropriate one for the blank. For example:

(2)DEFSM KA S R E LS.
A Lt B. 4h C.H D.

This question is about the agreement of “Z5” with certain noun of locality. Since the word

H

173

22" can only be used together with “H1” for “ZsH1” | the correct choice for this question is

D.

(II) Vocabulary Questions in the Reading ( First Section) of HSK Elementary to In-
termediate Tests

The section contains 20 questions on vocabulary and each of them is a correct sentence with
an underlined words. There are four choices paraphrasing the underlined words, asking the ex-
aminees to choose the most appropriate one. This type of question tests the following abilities ;

1. To decide on a correct meaning of polysemous words and synonym in certain context;

2. To decide on the specific meaning of a new word based on the context;

3. To understand some colloquial idioms.

As for the parts of speeches examined in this section, most words are verbs, adjectives, ad-

verbs and colloquial idioms. For example :

G) KEXFAHEE SRS, KETBEXIER.

A A8y B. E C. #BBE D. B X

This question aims to test the understanding of the word “ZHE.” and the correct choice is
A.

As for the forms of questions, if the underlined word is a high frequent word (level A
word ) , then the choices are mostly likely the low frequent words (level C words, for example ).
On the contrary, if the underlined word is a low frequent word (level C word, for example ) ,

then the choices are usually the high frequent words (level A or B words, for example). Here is

an example .
(4) XILREIKEMAFENFEVE: “RILTF % ERFS A,
AL B. B C. &3 D. =4k

The underlined word of “#” is a low frequent and unfamiliar word, while the using fre-

quency of four choices is higher.

(5) Widseh—, Rt & BB ALK,
AR B. &4 C. Bty D. £

The underlined word of “l}” is a familiar word with high using frequency, while the four

choices are words with low using frequency.

I




(III) Vocabulary Questions in the Cloze ( First Section) of HSK Elementary to In-
termediate Tests

The first section of Cloze contains 24 vocabulary questions with five or six passages focusing
on different aspects. Some passages are relatively complete, some are incomplete clips and others
are dialogues. The passages have different lengths and one is usually longer than others. There
are several blanks in each passage marked with the number of question with four choices available
in the right column, asking the examinees to choose the most appropriate one based on the con-
text.

This section tests the comprehensive understanding of the passage, the abilities of using

Chinese and of differentiating synonyms, para — synonyms and words in similar forms. For exam-

ple:
(6) 131 —132 .
MR —E, —RBEFRBNEY 131 A. 2% B.E¥ C H¥ D.IEW
25132 A FE AR |2, 132. A3 BT CfE D%

Since all four choices for Question 131 contain “ %~ , making them similar in form and re-

quiring the examinees to choose correctly by eliminating interference. The correct answer is B.
The choices fro Question 132 list commonly used auxiliary words for verbs “3&”, “7T”, and
“31”; the examinees should know exactly the correct usage of three words before choosing

the correct answer of D.

(IV) Vocabulary Questions in the Reading ( Second Section) of HSK Advanced Tests
The section contains 10 questions; some are short passages, some are compound sentences
with clauses, and others are short clips. There are three to five blanks in each passage, asking
the examinees to choose a group of answer from four choices marked with A, B, C and D to make
the sentence complete and correct. The content of this section is similar to those in the First Sec-

tion of Reading in HSK Elementary to Intermediate Tests.

II. Useful Techniques

(I) To Understand the Context of the Sentence
Other words in a sentence provide useful clues for answering the question and the examinees

are encouraged to guess the meaning of an underlined word based on these clues. For example:

(7) ERENRGFIZEZE, Tix LA R,
A YT B. Z181R C. ®RF D. AEX

If you don’ t know the meaning of “F fJJ&”, you can still make the correct choice by ana-
lyzing the context. The first sentence with the structure of “ZE & ------ ) REEEEE ” suggests an as-
sumption and the consequent result. The word of “JR45” contains the meaning of “at will” and
“without limit”. Therefore, one can conclude that “F5HJJ&" must be the premise enabling one

to eat at one’s will; so the answer should be B. In this example, the active analysis of context

! I



can compensate the short in vocabulary knowledge.

(II) To Use the Process of Elimination
The process of elimination is an effective way to decide on a final choice by eliminating all
other impossible choices based on your knowledge. This method can also improve the general effi-

ciency of doing your test. For example:

(8) 143 - 144
MR, U T €143, BIFsr#3 , 3, 143, A. M B. s C. fFL D, Hup
A X144 O AL AR EFRY I, 144. A. L B. & C. WE D. k4

Among four choices for 144, “#%” means to repay other people’ s kindness and help;
“# X" means to get back at someone who has done harm to you; if the harm results in'emotion-
al hurt, then the repay becomes “#ff/l”. In the sentence, it is obvious that “I” got the help
from “warm — hearted” Beijing people and wanted to thank them. Therefore, the choice of “3§
" is not a correct answer due to its lexical meaning, while both “#§{fL” and “3f 5" are
wrong for their connotation of “doing harm”. Then only one choice of “4}%” is available and
correct. In this example, the process of elimination is very useful, though we still insist that the -
examinees should spend time in mastering different usages of synonyms, para — synonyms and

. words in similar forms.

A Short Course for HSK Vocabulary series focus on the explanation of vocabulary and adopt
vocabulary test forms of the Sentence Structure ( First and Second Sections) , Reading ( First Sec-
tion) and Cloze (First Section) of HSK Elementary to Intermediate, as well as the Reading
(Second Section) of HSK Advanced, providing two types of exercises for familiarizing students
with actual tests and for consolidating their learning of Chinese vocabulary. This book helps
students to establish a solid vocabulary foundation for further study and for achieving high score in

HSK test.
Editor
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