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Introduction

“Glacier Inventory of China” is compiled according to the instruction of the
World Glacier Inventory(WGI) and is a part of the inventory series. It took more
than 20 years to complete this project from 1979 to 2002. The whole inventory
contains all the glaciarized areas in China, namely, the Qilian Mountains, Kun-
lun Mountains, Altay Mountains, Tianshan Mountains, Pamir Mountains,
Karakorum Mountains, Kunlun Mountains, Qinghai-Xizang Plateau Interior Ar-
ea, Changjiang(Yangtze River) Drainage Basin, Lancang River Drainage Basin,
Nujiang River Drainage Basin, Indus and Ganga Drainage Basins within the terri-
tory of China, and consists of twelve volumes of 21 books. Each book contains
attribute tables of glacier inventory and maps of glacier distribution.

The China Glacier Information System is developed based on the 21 glacier
inventory books and glacier distribution maps using database and GIS technolo-
gies. It contains China glacier inventory database, vector maps of glacier distri-
bution and comprehensive statistics of glacier in China. The whole China Glacier
System contains 46 394 glacier records(124 glaciers are located in Pakistan) and
38 items.

This Glacier Inventory is a useful reference for scientists and practitioners in
geography and geology, teachers and undergraduates who involved in the teach-
ing and studying in earth science, and decison-maker at different level of govern-

ments,
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